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Proiectul ,,THE PAST HAS A NEW FUTURE - Cross-borders cooperation for the valorization of the
va lorization of the cultural heritage in Galati, Romania and Hincesti, Republic of Moldova”
(TRECUTUL ARE UN NOU VIITOR-coperare transfrontalierda pentru valorificarea patrimoniului
cultural in Galati, Romania si Hincesti, Republica Moldova)

Este finantat Tn cadrul Programului Operational Comun Romania — Republica Moldova ENI 2014-
2020, Obiectiv tematic — Promovarea culturii locale si conservarea patrimoniului istoric.

Obiectivul general al proiectului il reprezinta valorificarea patrimoniului cultural si istoric local, ca
factor cheie In cresterea activitatii teritoriale pe ambele parti ale granitei dintre Romania si
Republica Moldova.

Totodata proiectul urmareste si:

4 Imbunatatirea, prin lucrari de extindere si restaurare, a doud monumente culturale, istorice
si de arhitectura, respectiv Casa Gheorghiade — Centrul Cultural ,,Dundrea de Jos” Galati,
Romania siMoara cu aburi din comuna Mereseni, raionul Hincesti, Republica Moldova;

4+ Promovarea patrimoniului local cultural si istoric tangibil si intangibilin randul locuitorilor si
vizitatorilor din Galati si Hincesti;

4+ Dezvoltarea unei strategii eficiente privind valorificarea si promovarea patrimoniului
cultural siistoric din Galati si Hincesti.

Proiectul se implementeaza in parteneriat cu Consiliul Raional Hincesti, Primaria Mereseni din
Republica Moldova si Centrul Cultural ,,Dundrea de Jos” Galati, lider fiind Consiliul Judetean Galati,
iar bugetul total al proiectului este de 1.737.165,98 EURO.

Astfel, Galatiul va beneficia de o noua sala de spectacole pentru Centrul Cultural ,,Dundrea de
Jos”, cu o capacitate de 154 de locuri, dotata cu studio de inregistrari, sali de expunere si facilitati
specifice organizarii de evenimente cultural artistice.
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CUPRINS

1.Argumentum

- Galatii - zona de interferentd,

prezintd interes prin vechimea si varietatea patrimoniului istoric si cultural;
2. Patrimoniu istoric

- de la Preistorie (epoca neoliticd) trecand prin Antichitate (castrul si asezarea civild- vicus de la
Tirighina- Barbosi, primele mdrturii paleocrestine din Romania- cruciulitele de sidef, mormantul lui
Innocens,urmand Evul Mediu -Biserica Precista-Dii, Hanul Turcesc, Epoca Moderna cu statutul de
Porto-Franco, consulate, Comisia Europeand a Dundrii si Perioada Contemporana cu rolul sdu in

Marele Razboi- batdlia de la Tirighina, monumente, etc;
3.Patrimoniul Cultural

- Biserici - Episcopia”Dundrii de Jos”;

- Unitati de invatamant, biblioteci;

- Teatre - inceputuri din secolul XIX;

- Muzee - unicate Arte Vizuale si Spiritualitatii;

- Centrul Cultural ,,Dundrea de Jos”

4. Concluzii



Argumentum

Spatiul limitrof este prin excelentd o zond interferentialg, in care fluxul de idei, schimburi
comerciale si adoptii de modele prin excelenta extrazonale este mai intens decat in arealele
consacrate in parametrii clari geografici, culturali, politici sau economici.

Este si cazul arealului judetului Galati, mai bine zis al tinutului Covurluiului si Tecuciului
pintersectie” a Moldovei cu Muntenia si Dobrogea, pozitionat in partea de est a Romaniei, intre
45'25° si 46'10° latitudine nordica si 27'20° si 28'10° longitudine estica.

Limitele judetului Galati, Tn cea mai mare parte naturale, includ o suprafata de 4466,3 kmp,
care reprezinta 1,9% din suprafata tarii.

Spatiul cultural galatean se prezinta, la prima vedere, ca o fascinanta combinatie de urban
si rural, de romantism si traditionalism, de liberalism si pragmatism, de mister si realitate
cotidiana, toate simtite de oamenii locului, autohtoni dar si strdini intr-un spatiu interferential
economic si cultural.

Specificitatea locului a fost influentata de-a lungul timpului de o serie de factori care au
marcat negativ zonea intre care amintim :

- dominatia otomana (n.n- pana in anul 1829) care a avut un efect negativ prin incursiunile
de prada si taxele impuse autohtonilor;

- operatiunile militare in timpul celor doua razboaie mondiale (n.n- 1916-1918 si 1941-1944);
alaturi de altii care au influientat pozitiv la momentul respectiv, cum ar fi: -
integrarea in ,,orbis romanus” cu beneficiile economice si culturale pe care le insuma; -
cucerirea Chiliei si Cetdtii Albe (iulie- august 1484) de catre sultanul Baiazid al ll-lea a facut ca
Galatii sa ramana singurul port liber al Principatului Moldovei;

- infiintarea regimului de porto-franco, prin eforturile domnitorului Mihail Sturdza,
incepand cu 1 iunie 1837;

- reformele lui Alexandru loan Cuza (1859-1866) s.a.m.d.

Dezvoltarea economica a zonei a favorizat prezenta capitalului strdin: francez, englez,
olandez sau german si odata cu acesta si a mentalitatilor din spatiul occidental. Acest lucru a
condus la aparitia unor institutii moderne cu specific european in domeniul diplomatiei,
economiei, culturii, al modei si arhitecturii. Orasul devine unul cosmopolit chiar daca isi mai



pastreaza specificul sdu de ,,cumplit oras de negustori”.

Importanta sa creste odata cu prezenta in zona a unor organisme internationale de
prestigiu, cum ar fi Comisia Europeana a Dunarii care ,,si-a inceput activitatea la 4 noiembrie 1856,
stabilindu-si sediul la Galati si, printr-o succesiune de tratate, acorduri, aranjamente si conventii a
functionat pana la Conferinta de la Belgrad din august 1948.””

Lucru imbucurator si demn de apreciat, este faptul ca, de la inceputul secolului XIX, orasul
Galati va avea o elitd intelectuala remarcabild, eterogend, avand in randurile sale profesori, medici,
avocati, ingineri, care, deosebit de important pentru societatea acelei vremi, 1si desavarsisera
educatia 1n strainatate, de regula in Franta dar si la Viena Tn Imperiul Habsburgic sau la Berlin si isi
asumase o parte din mentalul occidental.

Aceasta elita va evolua odata cu societatea cdreia ii apartinea, si dupa 1900, va spori si
datorita dezvoltarii economice a orasului, dezvoltare amintita anterior, contribuind decisiv la
infiintarea si sustinerea unor institutii de culturd, organizand activitati de mare prestanta care s-au
bucurat de aprecierea intregii societati romanesti.

»Povestile” pe care le vom prezenta succint in paginile ce urmeaza ,,vor promova
patrimoniul cultural si istoric al batranului port dundrean pe care scriitorii straini il numeau Venetia

o ee 0992

si Amsterdamul Marii Negre, unicul port international al Dunadrii

! Stanciu, Stefan, Romdnia si Comisia Europeand a Dundrii. Diplomatie, Suveranitate, Cooperare Internationald, Editura PAX AURORA MUNDI, Galati,
2002, p.10.
* Bodea, Valentin, Monumente istorice si persondlitdti din orasul Galati, Editura SINTEZE, Galati, 2015, p.225
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Patrimoniul istoric




1.Preistoria

Cu nceputuri in paleolitic, continuate n arealul culturii neolitice Starcevo-Cris (cca.6500-
4500 1.Hr), neolitic numit de cunoscuta cercetatoare Marija Gimbutas ,,Vechea Civilizatie
Europeand” descoperim istoria acestei regiuni.

Considerat de unii specialisti o adevarata ,,revolutie”, Neoliticul (n.n - epoca noua a pietrei)
s-ar caracteriza 1n linii generale printr-o evolutie lentd de acumulari cantitative ale comunitatii
umane si printr-un mod de trai relativ stabil. Aceste aspecte au fost reliefate de amplele campanii
de cercetari arheologice intreprinse in regiunea de sud a Moldovei, pe actualul teritoriu al
judetului Galati, ce s-au finalizat prin suficiente marturii documentar-stiintifice referitoare la
descoperirea multor asezari umane stravechi si eneolitice ,,situate pe terasa inferioara a lacului
Brates si a celor doua balti Catusa si Malina, din imprejurimile municipiului Galati.”?

In cursul evolutiei au aparut numeroase culturi neolitice
in arealuri geografice bine stabilite, care in esentd, au contribuit la dezvoltarea societatii umane
stravechi. Spatiul nostru referential este componenta arealului culturii neolitice Starcevo-Cris (cca.
6500-4500 1.Hr) care se intinde din Banatul sarbesc pana in stanga Prutului.

Ulterior, aici se va manifesta complexul Ariusd-Cucuteni-Tripoje (cca. 4500-3500 i.Hr), care
se intinde din estul Transilvaniei pana in valea Niprului, regasindu-se in zona de sud a Moldovei
prin aspectul cultural Stoicani-Aldeni (cca. 3800-3500 1.Hr) si cultura Cucuteni A (cca. 4550-3800
i.Hr), considerate unicat in Europa de catre Marija Gimbutas, prin ceramica sa de calitate,
similitudini gasindu-se doar in China.

Urmeaza o perioadd de tranzitie (eneoliticul) care asigurd trecerea de la neolitic la epoca
bronzului, caracterizata prin sfarsitul ,,Vechii Civilizatii Europene”, asa cum numeste Marija
Gimbutas Neoliticul, datorita invaziei indo-europenilor, populatii migratoare de crescatori de vite
si razboinici, in spatiul carpato-dunarean.

Indo-europenizarea Europei sud-estice a fost in esentd, un fenomen lingvistic ce a condus
la cristalizarea grupei lingvistice indo-europene a tracilor pe teritoriul actual al tarii noastre.

Referitor la acestia, Alexandru Boldur atesta cd ,,indoeuropenii s-au asezat in vaile Europei,
in spatiul Rin si Marea Caspicd. Patria primitiva a tracilor se intindea in cununa muntilor Carpati si
la nord si la est de acesti munti si exista inca din anii 3000-2500 i.Hr, precum si in anii 1000-800 i.Hr.

3 Costel llie, Mircea Nicu, Situri si puncte arheologice din judetul Galati, in Danubius, nr.XX, 2002, p.5
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in tot acest interval de timp consideram c& se poate vorbi despre Tracia Mare.”*

Triburi de crescatori de vite si de agricultori, tracii au asigurat si o puternica
dezvoltare a metalurgiei bronzului atestata prin depozitele de seceri, celturi (n.n - topoare) si
lancii de bronz de la Sendreni, Sivita, Balabanesti, Rogojeni, Tiganesti.

Din punct de vedere arheologic, toate aceste realizdri sunt incluse in arealul culturii Noua,
ce cuprinde teritoriul Moldovei si Podisul Transilvaniei (cca. sf. sec. XIV- sec. XII T.Hr).

Putatorii acestei culturi, populatii de agricultori si de pastori, deplasandu-se periodic de la
un loc la altul in cautare de pasuni, au pus bazele unui pastorit de caracter pendulatoriu Th aceasta
parte a Europei sud-estice. La sfarsitul acestei perioade gasim mentionate grupuri de populatie
tracica misii sau moesii si frigienii - ca aliati ai troienilor in marea conflagratie care a fost redata in
,,Iliada” lui Homer, la nivelul secolului XIII .Hr.

2.Antichitatea

Leagan stravechi de civilizatie, situat la rascrucea unor vechi drumuri comerciale, cat si la
confluenta marilor ape, intre Dunare, Siret, Prut si lacul Brates, actualul teritoriu al judetului Galati
va cunoaste o ampla dezvoltare economica si socio-culturald, Thcepand din secolul XIII i.Hr,
perioada cunoscuta sub genericul de Epoca Fierului compusa din perioada Halstatt, prima varsta a
fierului si perioada La Tene, a doua varsta a fierului.

Cele mai vechi insemnari referitoare la civilizatia antica de la est de Carpati se regdsesc in
Cronicile slavo-romane, din secolele XV-XVI, ,,pentru ca sd nu fie acoperite in mormantul uitadrii
lucrurile ce s-au intdmplat in vremurile si in stdpanirile trecute care au ajuns pand la noi.””

Ulterior, cronicarii moldoveni Grigore Ureche, Miron Costin, Nicolae Costin si Dimitrie
Cantemir vor incerca prezentarea unor aspecte ale romanitatii, avand ca scop cunoasterea originii
romanilor.

»Orasul Galati s-a dezvoltat dintr-o veche asezare dacica existenta la vadul Dunarii Tn
secolele VI-V 1.Hr. In perioada pregatirii celor doua razboaie purtate impotriva dacilor, 101-102 si
105-106, va cunoaste influenta civilizatiei romane, fiind dependentd, probabil de castrul roman de
la Barbosi (in partea apuseand a orasului, pe promontoriul Tirighinei), zona de patrundere a

4 Boldur Alexandru, Istoria Basarabiei. Contributii la studiul Istoriei Romanilor. vol I, ,,Epocile Vechi”, editura Dreptatea, Chisindu,1937, p.7
> Cronicile slavo-romdne din sec. XV-XVI, publicate de loan Bogdan (editie revizuitd si completatd de P.P. Panaitescu), Bucuresti, 1959, p.9
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crestinismului Tn Moldova. Aici a fost descoperit, in 1979, mormantul crestinului Innocens, un dac
ce-si romanizase numele.”®

Cercetdrile arheologilor S. Sanie, I. T. Dragomir, R. Vulpe au aratat ca ,,regiunea cuprinsa
intre Siret, Dundre si Marea Neagra, raul Prut si Valul Tulucesti — Serbesti, a facut parte, integral
sau partial, din Imperiul Roman pe durata secolelor I-11l d.Hr.””

Autoritatea romana asupra sudului Moldovei s-a facut simtita inca de la interventiile lui
Tiberius Plautius Silvanus Aelianus, guvernatorul Moesiei in 57-67 d.Hr, la nordul Dunarii de Jos si
al Marii Negre, prilej cu care regiunea amintita a devenit o zona de siguranta pentru teritoriile
sudice ale Imperiului Roman ,tot atunci, vechea colonie milesiana Tyras a intrat sub protectia
Romei, asa cum o aratd schimbarea erei si folosirea calendarului roman in locul celui ionian
incepand din 65 d.Hr, precum si numeroasele monede care incep cu domnia lui Domi‘gian.”8

Politica respectiva era determinata de miscarile produse in zonele din
nordul Gurilor Dundrii si ale Marii Negre de avansul sarmatilor-iazigi catre vest, care puneau in
pericol posesiunile dunarene ale statului roman. Cert este ca sudul Moldovei a fost incorporat
provinciei Moesia Inferior abia Tn urma actiunilor militare ale lui Traian din primul razboi daco-
roman (101-102).

Dupa evenimentele de la inceputul domniei lui Hadrian, acest statut va fi pastrat doar de
zona de la sud de valul Tulucesti-Serbesti si capetele de pod din stanga Gurilor Dunarii, unde
descoperiri arheologice si epigrafice atesta prezenta romanilor.

Sub raport militar, in regiunea respectiva au stationat, in anumite momente, mai multe
unitati. Astfel, la Barbosi, sunt mentionate detasamente din Legio V Macedonica (intre 106-
168) si Legio I Italica (intre 168-275), precum si Cohors Il Mattiacorum si Classis Flavia Moesica, care
au avut aici una dintre baze (secolele II-111). Aceste unitati au avut un rol important in activarea
vietii romane Tn zond, cu atat mai mult cu cat, asa cum o arata descoperirile arheologice de la
Barbosi, in jurul unor castre s-au dezvoltat asezari civile, unde prezenta elementului geto-dacic
este atestata prin numeroase urme.

In plan economic, zona sudicd a Moldovei ocupa un loc aparte. Asa cum se desprinde din
descoperirile arheologice, pe aici trecea un important drum comercial, care venea dinspre Asia
Centrala si Crimeea, trecea prin Tyras si Barbosi, se indrepta spre Dacia prin trecatoarea Bretcu si,

6 paltinea, Paul, Galati, Orasul Teilor, Editura PAPERPRINT, Galati, 2010, p.2

7 Zugravu, Nelu, Istoria Romanitdtii Nord-Dundrene (secolele II-VIll), Contributii la Etnogeneza Romadnilor, lasi, Centrul de Istorie si Civilizatie
Europeang, 1994, p.115

& |dem, p.115

11



de aici, prin tinuturile dacilor liberi din vestul si nord-vestul provinciei spre Pannonia si provinciile
occidentale ale Imperiului Roman. Aspectul etno-demografic era destul de compozit. Se remarca,
in primul rand, elementul local geto-dacic, atestat prin resturile de asezari, locuinte, fragmente
ceramice de cea mai pura traditie autohtona.

in acelasi timp, in toate formele de habitat ale localnicilor se intdlnesc diverse
produse romane, ceea ce constituie un indicator foarte semnificativ pentru progresul romanizdrii
economice.  Caracterul romanic al vietii spirituale din unele asezari din sudul roman al Moldovei
este probat, in primul rand de vehicularea limbii latine.

Pentru aceasta pledeaza inscriptiile descoperite la Barbosi: 14 epigrafe latinesti,
numeroase tigle, olane si caramizi stampilate cu litere latine. In alta ordine de idei, din punct de
vedere religios, unii din locuitorii zonei de referinta se integrasera universului spiritual roman.

Descoperirile de la Barbosi sunt cele mai spectaculoase in acest sens:
numeroase inscriptii si monumente culturale atesta adorarea unor divinitati romane si greco-
elenistice: Bacchus-Dionysos, Eros, Fortuna, Hercules, Venus, Hygia, Aesculap. Descoperiri mai
recente au documentat si penetratia primelor elemente ale crestinismului asa cum o atesta: ,,0
cruciulita de sidef, o cruce pandativ de sidef sigur crestind (prima jumatate a secolului al Ill-lea),
doua fragmente ceramice ce ar putea contine inscriptii cu caracter crestin si un mormant de
inhumatie orientat V-E, cu o fibula de aur avand inscriptia INNOCENS, care face parte din
onomastica crestind timpurie (mormantul este datat cu moneda de la Claudius Il Gothicus).”?

Stapanirea romana n  sudul
Moldovei a urmat aceleasi coordonate ca si in cazul Daciei. Anumite teritorii au fost pdrasite inca
de la inceputul domniei lui Hadrian, romanii continuand sa controleze zona Barbosilor si Gurile
Dundrii. Abandonarea zonei respective s-a facut in contextul evenimentelor dramatice care au
afectat partea orientalda a Imperiului de la mijlocul secolului al lll-lea, mai precis In timpul
imparatilor Gallienus- Aurelian. Cu toate acestea, si dupd 275 romanii au mai pastrat la nord de
Dundre unele capete de pod, precum cel de la Barbosi.

9 S. Sanie, in ANRW, 11/18.2, p.1272
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3.Evul Mediu

Reputatul istoric galatean Paul Paltanea arata ca ,,Situarea Galatilor la rascrucea a doud
mari drumuri internationale, care asigurau circulatia marfurilor din lumea nordica in cea bizanting,
dar si din apusul Europei spre rasariteana Tartarie, a constituit o conjunctura economica favorabila
unei asezari rurale inchegata Tn secolul Xlll, realitate dovedita de materialele arheologice
descoperite in urma sapaturilor efectuate pe latura sudica a Bisericii Precista.”"”

Amplificarea activitatii economice in secolul XIV, sustinuta de
populatia rurala si mestesugdreascd, va face ca asezarea sa evolueze spre un statut superior de
targ (oras) avand ca ax central portul.

Portul Galati va fi de-a lungul timpului unul din terminalele marelui comert european,
dezvoltarea sa fiind in stransa corelare cu prezenta negustorilor strdini, greci, evrei, armeni sau
italieni.

Acest proces se va amplifica dupa ce turcii vor cuceri Chilia si Cetatea Alba (iulie-august,
1484), ,,portile Moldovei”, cum le numea voievodul musatin Stefan cel Mare si Sfant.

Galatii ramaneau, in consecintd, singurul port romanesc liber la Dundre si incepand din
secolul al XVll-lea vor deveni un centru economic de referinta, lucru semnalat de domnitorul-
carturar Dimitrie Cantemir in celebra sa lucrare ,,Descriptio Moldaviae” (n.n - premiatd de
Academia de la Berlin), aratand ca acesta era ,,cel mai vestit tdarg de negot de pe toatd Dundrea”.

Calatorii straini care trec prin Galati in secolul XVII sunt impresionati de bogatia de alimente
(in special a pestelui) gasite Tn piata targului si de preturile acestora foarte mici.

Abundenta pestelui impresioneaza pe negutatorul italian Tommaso Alberti care afirmala 3
decembrie 1612 c&: ,,am gasit peste mult si bun, la un pret foarte ieftin.”"

in jurul pietei, care nu era departe de Dunire, erau majoritatea dughenelor stapanite de
biserici, manastiri, negustori si mestesugari. Marfa, mai ales cea adusa din Orient, se vindea prin
targurile din tara, dar si la Bucuresti, ca si in Transilvania. Un calator francez nota in 1676, ca ,,dupa
|lasi, Galati este orasul cel mai important al Moldovei.”"

Evolutia ascendenta economica si demografica (la mijlocul secolului XVII, erau aproximativ
3000 de locuitori si 300 de case) la care ar fi trebuit sa ajungd Galatii in secolul XVIII si primele
decenii ale secolului XIX, va fi bulversata si oprita in contextul raidurilor de prada turcesti si
tatdresti, peste care s-au suprapus numai putin de cinci razboaie ruso-turce purtate pe teritoriul

'° Paltanea Paul, op.cit, p.3
"ldem
 Ibidem
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Moldovei (1711, 1736-1739, 1768-1774, 17789-1791, 1806-1812), avand apogeul prin arderea orasului in
timpul Eteriei Grecesti (1821).

in chip complementar, peste toate aceste neajunsuri se va suprapune ocupatia ruseasca,
deosebit de aspra, care va intrece abuzurile savarsite de otomani (n.n - deseori,,paganii” vor avea
un comportament mai bland decat ,,fratii crestini” rusi sau austrieci), completatd aceasta ocupatie
de zece epidemii de ciuma, unele durand, cu intermitenta si doi ani de zile.

4.Epoca Moderna

incepand cu secolul al XIX-lea, in contextul unei clarificri a raportului de forte in zong,
orasul va cunoaste o dezvoltare economica si demografica fara precedent, fiind influentata in
parte de aplicarea Regulamentului Organic in Moldova (1/12 ianuarie 1832) si infiintarea regimului
de porto-franco, prin eforturile domnitorului Mihail Sturdza, incepand cu 1 iunie 1837. Din acest
moment, principalii actanti financiari si economici ai zonei, bancheri, armatori si negustori din
toata lumea isi vor deschide la Galati reprezentante comerciale, case de import-export, agentii de
navigatie, iar state importante fsi infiinteaza consulate care pana in 1930 vor fi in numar de 20.

Austria va fi prima putere care va trata, Tn 1775, cu Poarta Otomana
pentru ,,un comert folositor pe Dundre, in Marea Neagrd” spre a-si putea organiza societati de
navigatie, care au si activat, stabilind depozite de marfuri la Galati, apreciat in 1806 de consulul
Austriei la lasi, ca un important port si antredepozit. Rusia nu va ncerca sa concureze navigatia
austriacd, dar va infiinta, in 1775, primul consulat din oras. (n.n - sublinierea ne apartine) Franta si
Anglia putand sa-si creeze vice-consulatele de-abia prin 1805.

n urma Razboiului Crimeii, desfasurat intre 1853-1856, conflict considerat de Orlando Figes
drept ,,unul dintre ultimele razboaie religioase”, la Congresul de Pace de la Paris din 1856,
reprezentantii celor sapte Mari Puteri (Anglia, Franta, Regatul Sardiniei, Imperiul Habsburgic,
Prusia, Imperiul Otoman si Imperiul Tarist) in cadrul negocierilor generale privind solutionarea
,»Crizei orientale”, asa cum numeau diplomatii epocii situatia Imperiului Otoman, determinati de
interesele economice ale tarilor lor, au extins regulile regimului de fluviu international si pentru
cursul inferior al Dunarii.

Astfel, pentru o parte din sectorul maritim, din aval de Isaccea pana la Marea Neagrg, se va
constitui o Comisie Europeand, formata din delegati (comisari) desemnati de guvernele celor
sapte Mari Puteri care, timp de doi ani, aveau mandat sa efectueze studii, sa intocmeasca proiecte
si sd execute acele lucrari urgente si necesare la una din gurile fluviului pentru a asigura navigatia
tuturor navelor de marfuri si calatori, libera pentru orice pavilion. Ulterior, prin Tratatul de
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Pace incheiat la Paris, la 30 martie 1856, pentru cealalta parte a cursului Dunarii, cuprinsa intre
Isaccea si Portile de Fier-Cataracte, se prevedea formarea unei comisii a riveranilor cu sarcina de a
alcatui regulamentele de navigatie si politie, de a coordona lucrarile tehnice pe senal si de a
asigura libera navigatie pe fluviu, urmand a prelua si atributiile Comisiei Europene dupa incheierea
mandatului acesteia pentru sectorul Isaccea-Marea Neagra.

Comisia riveranilor nu s-a constituit si nu a functionat niciodatd pdnd la incheierea Primului
Rdzboi Mondial.

,,Comisia Europeana a Dunadrii si-a inceput activitatea la 4 noiembrie 1856, stabilindu-si
sediul la Galati si, printr-o succesiune de tratate, acorduri, aranjamente si conventii a functionat
pana la Conferinta de la Belgrad din august 1948”"

La sedinta inaugurala din 4 noiembrie 1856, ,,au luat parte reprezentantii Marilor Puteri:
cavalerul Becke, din partea Austriei, Edouard Enghelhard, din partea Frantei, John Stokes, din
partea Angliei, Bitter, din partea Prusiei, baronul de Offenberg, din partea Imperiului Tarist,
marchizul d'Aste din partea Sardiniei si Omer-Pasa din partea Imperiului Otoman.”™

Sediul Comisiei Europene a Dundrii, actuala Biblioteca Judeteana ,,V. A. Urechia”, a fost
construit pe strada Mihai Bravu, numarul 6, ,,in anul 1896, mai precis pe data de 29 aprilie, are loc
receptia definitiva a cladirii, in prezenta inginerului sef al Comisiei Europene a Dunérii, Carl Kuhl.”™

in Palatul Comisiei Europene a Dunarii functionau Secretariatul General, se pastra arhiva,
biblioteca si se tineau sedintele plenare.

Revenind la evolutia orasului, aceasta ca si situatia Principatelor Romane in general, a fost
influentatda benefic de Unirea din 1859, care alaturi de domnia lui Alexandru loan Cuza (1859-1866),
au adus orasului, de la inceput, o serie de imbunatatiri, ca sa ajunga o mare piata de comert si
principalul port al Principatelor.

Acest fapt este dovedit si de cresterea numarului vaselor strdine care au acostat la Galati,
dela 9, la1147.

Interesul domnitorului s-a indreptat si catre dezvoltarea altor aspecte ale vietii cotidiene.

In plan cultural, se vor infiinta noi scoli primare si la 26 octombrie 1864 va fi inaugurata
Scoala Superioara de Comert ,,Alexandru loan I”.

3 Stanciu, Stefan, Romdnia si Comisia Europeand a Dundrii. Diplomatie, Suveranitate, Cooperare Internationald, Editura PAX AURORA MUNDI, Galati,
2002, p.10.

'* Bodea, Valentin, Monumente Istorice si Persondlitdti din orasul Galati, Editura SINTEZE, Galati, 2015, p.147.

> 1dem, p.151

15



in plan spiritual, infiintarea Episcopiei ,,Dundrea de Jos”, la 17 noiembrie 1864, cu sediul la
Ismail, pastorita de Episcopul Melchisedec Stefdnescu, va influenta de asemenea cresterea
prestigiului cultural al orasului.

La toate aceste aspecte mentionate, trebuie amintite si reprezentatiile permanente ale
trupei condusa de talentata actrita Fani Tardini. Strdinii vor constata acum ca Galatii erau ,,un oras
mare in care te si puteai ratdci.”

Politica reformatoare initiata de principele Unirii - Alexandru loan I-ul va fi continuata in
cadrul lungii domnii a regelui Carol | (10 mai 1866 — 27 septembrie/10 octombrie 1914), domnie
intrecuta in analele istoriei noastre nationale doar de cea a lui Stefan cel Mare si Sfant (1457-1504)
urmatd de cea a nepotului Ferdinand intregitorul (1914 - 20 iulie 1927), ele vor asigura pentru
Galati, atat dezvoltarea institutiilor create in timpul domniei lui Alexandru loan I-ul, cat si aparitia
altora noi, cerute de extinderea industriei si a comertului.

Concret, in domeniul industriei mici si mijlocii, de la cele cateva fabrici existente la 1870, se
va ajunge la 41, in 1908, activitatea lor fiind sustinuta de cadrul legislativ nou creat prin Legea de
incurajare a industriei nationale, din 3 februarie 1912.

Activitatea acestora era sprijinita de o rata in crestere a exportului masiv de cereale,
supravietuind unor perioade de criza, cum a fost cea din 1873-1877, cauzata de situatia tensionata
din Peninsula Balcanica si cea din 1890.

Referitor la acest ultim aspect (n.n - e vorba de Razboiul ruso-romano-turc din 1877-1878,
cunoscut si ca Razboiul de Independentd al Romaniei) se impune a aminti eforturile facute de
galateni in primavara anului 1877 pentru inarmarea armatei romane cu pusti americane Peabody,
prin oras circuland apelul ,,La lucru, dar, cetateni ai Galatiului, sa dam totul pentru Romania, care
lupta pentru viata.”

,Pe listele de subscriptie, raspandite prin oras s-au adunat, pana in toamna, 18.000 de
franci. Cu alte liste de subcriptie s-au strans bani pentru amenajarea unui spital special pentru
raniti. Actiunea a fost sustinuta de poetul Vasile Alecsandri, care a conferentiat Tn acest scop, si de
trupa artistei Fani Tardini. Spitalul a fost terminat in septembrie 1877. Dupa razboiul pentru
independenta a devenit Spitalul Caritatea Galateana Elisabeta Doamna.”"®

In cadrul operatiunilor militare ostasii regimentelor galdtene au participat la cucerirea
redutelor Rahova si Plevna.

' paltanea, Paul, op.cit, p8
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Nedreapta ocupare a Sudului Basarabiei in urma Razboiului ruso-romano-turc (1877-1878)
de catre Imperiul Tarist ,,aliat” al tanarului stat roman, in urma Tratatului de la Berlin (1878), I-a silit
pe acesta sa evacueze institutiile administrative din zona, unele fiind stabilite la Galati.

Acest rapt teritorial din partea marelui ,,aliat” era comentat in ziarul ,,Vocea Covurluiului”
astfel: ,,Dacd dupd atatea jertfe aceasta ne va fi rdasplata... Dumnezeu sd aibd mild de acest popor
leal,laborios si brav”"”

Situatia pdrea a fi favorabila totusi pentru orasul de la Dundre, presa locald a vremii
sustinand ca pentru organizarea Dobrogei (n.n - primitd de Romania in ,,compensatie” pentru
Sudul Basarabiei), orasul trebuia sa devina ,,marele centru al intregei miscari din acea provincie,
aici trebuie sa fie statul major de unde sa se dea tonul in comert, instructiune, justitie, ca si in
Biserica.”'® In acest sens, s-a votat si trimis 0 motiune catre Corpurile Legiuitoare
prin care se mentiona dorinta de a se stabili la Galati, Episcopia Dunarii de Jos, Seminarul Teologic
si Scoala Normala, care pana atunci rezidau in sudul Basarabiei, solicitare ce a fost acceptata.

Drept urmare, Episcopia Dunarii de Jos a fost instalata pe strada Mihai Bravu, in apropiere
de Gradina Publica, in vecindtatea ei fiind amplasat Seminarul Teologic.

Biserica Sf. Nicolae va deveni Catedrala Episcopald, unde se vor oficia slujbe, pana la 6 august 1917,
cand a fost sfintiita actuala Catedrala.

Scoala Normala a functionat tot pe strada Mihai Bravu, n fostele case ale parcalabului de
Covurlui Costache Negri, actualmente sediul Camerei de Comert, Industrie si Agricultura din Galati.

Noile institutii scolare ,,transplantate” aici vor contribui la cresterea importantei orasului in
domeniul cultural si educativ, alaturi de cele anterioare, intre care amintim: Scoala Superioara de
Comert, Gimnaziul infiintat la 26 august 1867 si declarat liceu la 1 septembrie 1887, astazi Colegiul
National ,,Vasile Alecsandri” si Scoala Secundara de Fete, inaugurata la 1 octombrie 1878, in
prezent, Colegiul National ,,Mihail Kogdlniceanu”.

Izbucnirea Primului Razboi Mondial (1914-1918), in urma asasinarii la 28 iunie 1914, la
Sarajevo, a arhiducelui Franz Ferdinand (n.n - mostenitor al tronului Austro-Ungariei) gdseste
Romania n stare de neutralitate, dar presa si opinia publica galateana erau angrenate in lupta
pentru unirea romanilor intr-un singur stat national unitar.

Apelurile raspandite prin oras declarau: ,,Romani, fiti gata...Treziti pe ratdciti si pe ce
vanduti, si pe cei coplesiti de afaceri si dovediti-le cd ora a sunat!”’”

7 Idem, p.9
*® Ibidem
' Paltanea, op.cit, p.10
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in urma intrarii Romaniei in razboi de partea Antantei, trupele Regimentului 11 Siret au
participat la toate marile batilii in care a fost angrenatd armata romana. In acelasi timp, locuitorii
orasului au asigurat addpostirea refugiatilor, retrasi din teritoriul ocupat de armatele Puterilor
Centrale.

Atacul orasului in zilele de 7-8 ianuarie 1918 de catre trupele tariste bolsevizate a fost
respins de ,,0 mana de galateni, numai vreo 500 (militari, politisti, pompieri, marinari de pe cateva
vedete militare din port, dar si civili, printre care profesori si elevi), oprind hoarda de 12.000 de
rusi, foarte bine fnarmati, inclusiv cu cateva zeci de tunuri mari, puhoi care voia sa treacd, inarmat,
in Basarabia.”*°

5.Perioada Contemporana

Odata cu incheierea ,,La Grande Guerre” (1914-1918), Romania Mare nou creata prin unirea
tuturor teritoriilor locuite de romani, visul atator generatii, va deveni un cadru economic, social si
politic cu mult mai larg, teritoriul ei extinzandu-se, iar populatia crescand cu 118%.

in plan demografic, Galatii vor ajunge destul de rapid la o populatie de 150.000 de locuitori,
cantonati pe o suprafatd de 150 ha.

Sub aspect economic, ca urmare a nevoii de adaptare la noile structuri economice, se vor
impune societati economice nou create, bazate pe mari concentrari de capital romanesc si strain.

Statistica judetului, la nivelul anului 1926, preciza ca in oras exista un numar de aproximativ
160 de intreprinderi, cu un capital social ce trecea de 650 de milioane de lei.

Unele dintre aceste intreprinderi au cunoscut o evolutie spectaculoasa, cum a fost si cazul
santierului naval care, pornind de la un capital mai modest de 4 milioane de leiin 1918, va ajunge in
1938, la 150 milioane de lei.

De fapt, anul 1938 este considerat momentul de varf al economiei romanesti si implicit al
domniei regelui Carol al Il-lea (8 iunie 1930 - 6 septembrie 1940), an ale carui performante
economice sunt greu de egalat.

Sub aspectul specificitatii economice a orasului, este de precizat faptul ca procentul cel mai
mare al fortei de munca ocupate s-a concentrat in industria textila, Galatii gasindu-se in primul
plan al acestei activitati.

Lucru imbucurator si demn de apreciat, este faptul ca, de la inceputul secolului XIX, orasul
Galati va avea o elita intelectuala remarcabila, eterogenad, avand in randurile sale profesori, medici,
avocati, ingineri, care, deosebit de important pentru societatea acelei vremi, isi desavarsisera

*°Cilinc3, Victor, ABECEDAR ISTORIC GALATEAN, Editura Centrului Cultural Dundrea de Jos, Galati, 2021,p.152
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educatia 1n straindtate, de regula in Franta dar si la Viena In Imperiul Habsburgic sau la Berlin si 1
asumase o parte din mentalul occidental.

Aceasta elita va evolua odata cu societatea careia ii apartinea, si dupa 1900, va spori si
datorita dezvoltarii economice a orasului, dezvoltare amintita anterior, contribuind decisiv la
infiintarea si sustinerea unor institutii de cultura, organizand activitati de mare prestanta care s-au
bucurat de aprecierea intregii societati romanesti.

Un indemn al acestei elite, care trebuie evidentiat, este ,,cel care a generat in 1907 aparitia
Cercului Cultural menit sa dezvolte gustul pentru arta si stiintd, intrucat din membrii acestuia s-a
constituit, Tn 1909, Comitetul organizator pentru ridicarea monumentului poetului Mihai Eminescu
realizat de sculptorul Frederic Storck si dezvelit in Parcul Municipal, la 16 octombrie 1911.”*'

Activitatea Cercului Cultural va fi continuata dupa razboi de celebrul la vremea sa ,,Intim-
club”, considerat de contemporanii sai o ,,solemna Academie”, prezidata de distinsul chirurg
Alexandru Carnabel, stabilit la Galati din 1903.

in cadrul ,,Intim-club”-ului, aldturi de personalitatile locale vor conferentia nume celebre
ale vremii si nu numai, intre care amintim Elena Vacarescu, scriitorul Duiliu Zamfirescu si marele
istoric A. D. Xenopol.

Tn aceastd ambianta de inceput de secol XX, la 1905, scriitorul Jean Bart conducea un
,,Salon literar”, iar prin 1922, impreuna cu profesorul H. Sanielevici va edita revista ,,Curentul nou”.

Si

y

Un aport substantial la evolutia miscarii culturale galatene |-a adus Societatea Culturala ,,V.
A. Urechia” constituita la sfarsitul anului 1919, cu scopul construirii unui ,,palat” al Bibliotecii.

in cadrul acestui demers, societatea va organiza timp de doud decenii un numar
impresionant de manifestari artistice pentru strangerea fondurilor necesare acestei constructii, la
care vor colabora personalitati culturale si politice marcante ale epocii, intre care amintim
profesorii dr. I. Cantacuzino, dr. G. Marinescu, scriitorul Mihail Sadoveanu, Al. Vaida-Voevod primul
ministru in guvernarea 1919-1920, dar si conferentiari francezi de la Universitati din Bucuresti, lasi
si Cluj, care au activat in intervalul anilor 1924-1925.

Pe 21 octombrie 1922, spre exemplificare orasul Galati va fi decorat cu ,, La Croix de la
Guerre” chiar de cdtre generalul Henri Mathias Berthelot (!) fostul sef al misiunii militate franceze in

*' Paltanea, Paul, op.cit, p.11.
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Romania n perioada primului razboi mondial. Politica de cunoastere a civilizatiei franceze s-a
prelungit pana in 1939, prin expuneri organizate de ,,L'Alliance Francaise”, in contextul relatiilor
foarte stranse existente intre Franta si Regatul Romaniei.

Biblioteca Publica a Consulatului Frantei s-a transformat dupa 1936 in Institut de cultura.

in aprilie 1938, apare la Galati Institutul de Culturd Italiand, datorita interesului Institutului
Italian de la Bucuresti pentru existenta unor carti italiene Tn colectia Bibliotecii ,,V.A.Urechia” dar si
veleitatilor imperiale ale dictatorului fascist Benito Mussolini de a face simtita prezenta Italiei la
gurile Dunarii.

Tot acum ia fiinta si Institutul Cultural German.

in 1934, activa la Galati o filiald a Fundatiei Regale condusa de profesorul lon Tohdneanu, in
cadrul cdreia se va derula Ciclul conferentiar ,,Mari romani de la finele secolului XVII” sustinut de
prelegerile lui Mircea Eliade, George Calinescu si Serban Cioculescu.

Problemele economiei gdlatene si nationale au fost dezbatute la Academia de Export,
inaugurata la 20 ianuarie 1932, printr-o conferinta a celebrului om politic si economist al vremii,
Grigore Trancu-lasi.

Activitatea concertistica a fost prezenta in perioada 1925-1937, prin spectacolele Societatii
Muzicale ,,Cantarea Dunarii” condusa de M. C. Fulger. Astfel, un eveniment deosebit |-a constituit
concertul lui George Enescu din 20 octombrie 1936, cand a fost acompaniat la pian de galdteanca
Ghitla Mendel Schapira. Artista alaturi de Yehudi Menuhin au mai sustinut un concert la Giulesti in
1946

Enescu mai concertase la Galati la 26 februarie, 5 martie si 5 noiembrie 1918 In campania sa
de concerte pe linia frontului, in timpul Primului Razboi Mondial (1914-1918).
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Arhiepiscopia Dunarii de Jos — Catedrale, Biserici, Mdndstiri
Biserica ,,Precista”

Biserica fortificata ,,Precista”, cu hramul ,,Adormirea Maicii Domnului”, este cel mai vechi
monument istoric din Galati.

In secolul al XVil-lea indeplinea o dubla functie: lacas de cult si cetate de aparare impotriva
cotropitorilor. A fost construita intre anii 1643-1647, in timpul domniei lui Vasile Lupu, pe locul celei
vechi,de fratii Dia si Serbu, fiii lui Coman (mama, Teodora), negustori braileni, si Constantin Teodor
din Galati, fiul primului ctitor al acestei biserici. La constructia ei s-a folosit piatra masiva si
caramida din castrul roman de la Tirighina-Barbosi.

Biserica a fost sfintita in septembrie 1647 si inchinatd mandstirii Vatoped de la muntele
Athos.

Arhitectura bisericii este romaneasca si prezinta unele elemente specifice: turnul-
clopotnita este prevazut cu metereze, putand fi folosit pentru observarea Vaii Dundrii, iar Tn caz
de nevoie devenea fortificatie de aparare. Turnul, format din doua niveluri, este prevazut cu o
tainitd (camera) pentru ascunderea odoarelor si bunurilor de valoare, cu doua metereze si o usa
de acces, probabil, spre un balcon. Al doilea nivel era prevazut cu ferestre si metereze.

Un alt element de apdrare este podul intarit, alcatuit din doua parti, una deasupra naosului
si a doua deasupra altarului. Podul este prevazut cu 28 de metereze.

in zidarie, printre randurile de cdramida, este folositd piatra, tehnica nefolosita la alte
biserici moldovenesti construite in aceeasi perioda.

Biserica "Precista" a suportat toate vitregiile vremurilor, fiind arsa in anul 1711 de catre
turci, distrusa in razboaiele ruso-turco-austriece din 1735-1739 si 1769-1774.

Tn anul 1821, turcii distrug si jefuiesc iar biserica. Biserica a fost reficuta si restaurata in 1829
si in 1859. S-a facut o restaurare si intre anii 1953-1957 dupd care, biserica a fost transformatd in
muzeu. In perioada 1991-1994, biserica ,,Precista” a suportat o altd restaurare si a fost redata
cultului ortodox.
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Catedrala Arhiepiscopala din Galati

Catedrala arhiepiscopald din Galati este cel mai mare edificiu religios din Galati, fiind un
simbol al orasului, avand hramul ,, Sfantul Andrei si Sfantul Nicolae”.

Piatra de temelie a catedralei a fost asezata la 27 aprilie 1906 de catre episcopul Dundrii de
Jos Pimen Georgescu Tn prezenta ctitorilor- familia mostenitoare a tronului Regatului Romaniei:
principele Ferdinand cel care va deveni , Intregitorul” si Maria viitoarea regind a ,,inimilor”
romanilor.

Realizata dupa planurile arhitectilor Petre Antonescu si Stefan Burcus, constructia va dura
panad in anul 1917 (n.n- este meritoriu efortul galatenilor de a finaliza acest demers arhitectural in
conditiile vitrege ale Primului Razboi Mondial), avand ca dimensiuni: o lungime exterioara de 37m
si o inaltime de 42,5 m.

Supusa vitregiilor vremii: cutremurele din 1940 (cand s-a prabusit turla cea mare) si cel din
1977 va fi restaurata de arhitectul Eugen Chefeneaux dupa un proiect al arhitectului Stavru
Cosifide si al inginerului E.Sataru.

Pictura a fost refacuta de Niculina Dona.

Va fi resfiintita la 7 iulie 1957 si Tn 2006 in prezenta a 16 membri ai Sfantului Sinod al Bisericii
Ortodoxe Romane si a mitropolitului Efrem de Ydra, Spetses si Eghina-Grecia cu ocazia implinirii a
unui secol de la punerea pietrei de temelie si a unui deceniu de la aducerea pentru prima oara a
moastelor Sf. Apostol Andrei ,,cel intai chemat” in Romania.

Biserica ,,Sfantul Nicolae”

Construita Tn anul 1776 de domnul Mihail Racovitd, Biserica "Sfantul Nicolae" a fost
Tnchinata manastirii "Sfanta Ecaterina' de la Muntele Sinai.

Este singura bisericd din Romdnia in care a slujit un patriarh ecumenic: este vorba de
patriarhul Atanasie Patelarie care a slujit timp de 11 ani in aceasta biserica dupa ce a fost alungat
de turci din Constantinopol.

Anul constructiei este marcat in fundatiile si pardoseala actualei biserici.

in timpul revolutiei din anul 1821 biserica a fost arsa de turci.
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Constructia bisericii actuale a inceput in 1839, prin contributia enoriasilor galateni si ofranda
de 200 galbeni a lui Constantie, arhiepiscopul Sinaiului, unde Biserica "Sfantul Nicolae" era
inchinata.

Sfintirea s-a facut in anul 184s.

In aceastd biserica, in anul 1806, a fost Inmormantat generalul rus Prozorovsky, maresal al
armatei rusesti in Principate.

Fiicele generalului au donat odoare bisericii si au deschis un cont de 10.000 ruble la banca
din Odessa, ale carui dobanzi urmau a se transmite bisericii la fiecare zece ani, dar banii au fost
trimisi o singura data.

Tot la Biserica "Sfantul Nicolae" din Galati a fost inmormantat in anul 1825, primul consul al
Austro-Ungariei, losif Manzuoli de Corolari.

Din 1878 pana in 1917 a servit drept catedrala episcopala a Episcopiei Dunarii de Jos, dupa
ce sediul Episcopiei s-a mutat de la Ismail la Galati.

in urma cutremurului din anul 1903 biserica a suferit degradari profunde.

Biserica "Sfantul Nicolae" are planul in forma de navd, compartimentata prin doua siruri de
coloane. Pe peretele de vest si pe primele doua coloane octogonale din biserica se sprijina turla
Pantocrator, cu sectiune circulara.

Catapeteasma din lemn sculptat separa absida altarului de restul bisericii.

Pictura a fost refacuta dupa 1980. La exterior biserica prezinta cateva elemente decorative
grecesti: coloane dorice adosate, frontoane triunghiulare si denticuli.

Biserica de la 1776 a fost mai mica si a avut plan trilobat. Fundatia este din bolovani de rau,
zidaria de caramida, sarpanta din lemn si invelitoarea din tabla. O parte din icoanele bisericii
provine de la bisericile demolate: Sfantul Gheorghe si Sfanta Vineri.

Renovarea bisericii s-a realizat in mai multe etape; in anul 1940 s-a refacut turla, intre 1982-
1984 biserica a fost consolidata cu o retea de stalpi si centuri din beton iar in anul 1990 s-a adaugat
o invelitoare noua din tabla.
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Biserica ,,Sfintii Trei lerarhi”

Situata in centrul Galatilor, in apropiere de faleza superioara a Dunarii, biserica ,,Sfintii Trei
lerarhi”, ctitorie a pescarilor sdraci de odinioara din aceastd ,,mahala’ este unul dintre cele mai
batrane locasuri de cult din oras.

Al treilea locas de cult de pe acelasi loc (primele doua risipindu-se cu timpul), cu vechime
de aproape un secol si jumatate, construita intre anii 1871-1886, biserica a fost innoita prin lucrari
de consolidare, reparatii si infrumusetare, derulate in perioada 2004-2012, fiind resfintita in 27
noiembrie2012 de TPS Parinte Casian al Dunarii de Jos si IPS Mitropolit Dionisie al Corintului.

,,Innoirea” spirituala a bisericii provine si din faptul ¢4, alaturi de preotii slujitori, membrii
Consiliului si ai Comitetului Parohial, cat si alti facatori de bine si voluntari de toate varstele sunt
implicati in diverse programe educationale, misionare, culturale si social-filantropice.

Unitati de invatamant

Daca scolile reprezinta mostenirea culturala impresionanta a judetului nostru, trebuie, din
pacate, sa facem mentiunea ca la momentul actual, la nivelul judetului si mai ales al orasului Galati,
situatia se prezinta astfel: exista un numadr de 506 unitati de invatamant dintre care 255 gradinite
de copii deservite de 952 cadre didactice, 138 de scoli primare si gimnaziale deservite de 3472 de
cadre didactice, 32 de licee din care: 16 licee si colegii teoretice, 10 licee tehnice, 1 liceu agricol, 3
licee economice, 1 liceu de arta, 1 liceu cu program de educatie fizica si sport, 1 seminar teologic cu
un numadr de 20.950 elevi si 1497 cadre didactice alaturi de numai 2 scoli de arte si meserii.

In ce priveste invatamantul superior, in municipiul Galati functioneaza doud universitati:
Universitatea ,,Dundrea de Jos” si Universitatea ,,Danubius” din Galati.

Universitatea ,,Dundrea de Jos” din Galati a fost infiintata in anul 1974, prin unificarea a
doua institute de traditie in municipiul Galati - Institutul Pedagogic si Institutul Politehnic.

Institutia nou creata a pregatit cadre ingineresti pentru sase domenii de interes national,
unice pana in anul 1990 in fnvatamantul universitar romanesc: Imbunatatiri Funciare, Masuratori
Terestre, Constructii si Transporturi Navale, Industrii Alimentare, Piscicultura si Tehnica Piscicola,
Frigotehnie, planurile de invatamant, cursurile si materialele de referinta fiind in intregime
concepute de corpul profesoral galatean.
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Dupa 1990, Universitatea ,,Dundrea de Jos” din Galati va functiona cu 16 facultati pentru
pregatirea studentilor Tn 46 domenii la formele de invatamant de licenta la zi, la distanta si cu
frecventad redusa.

Universitatea organizeaza studii postuniversitare de masterat cu durata de unul sau doi ani
pentru absolventii de studii universitare conform Legii 288/2004 si a Legii invatamantului nr.
84/1995.

In Universitate exista si scoli doctorale in care se pregatesc doctoranzii sub indrumarea
conducatorilor stiintifici de doctorat.

Universitatea ,,Danubius” Galati Universitatea ,,Danubius” este o institutie de invatamant
superior non-profit, persoana juridica de drept privat si de utilitate publica, parte a sistemului
national de invatamant, acreditata prin Legea nr. 409/2002, care functioneazad in baza prevederilor
Constitutiei Romaniei, a Legii invatamantului, Statutului Personalului Didactic si a propriei Carte,
aprobata de Senatul Universitatii.

Avand la baza principiul "non-profit", Universitatea "Danubius" din Galati functioneaza in

consens cu Constitutia si legile ce guverneaza invatamantul superior romanesc, propunandu-si sa
pregateasca specialisti la nivelul de cunoastere si de performanta contemporane, sa promoveze
forme si metode de educatie in concordanta cu progresele societatii omenesti actuale, dar si cu
drepturile si libertatile omului.
Prin promovarea invatamantului particular se creeaza posibilitatea unei stari de concurenta,
menite sa valorifice superior calitatile individuale si cele mai inalte cunostinte in domeniile
studiate, degrevand statul de importante cheltuieli in legatura cu educarea initiala a tinerilor si,
apoi, cu pregatirea continua a adultilor. Astfel, raportul dintre cererea si oferta de factor de
munca se mentine la un nivel optim, fiindca atat cetateanul interesat de pregatirea sa, cat si
institutiile de invatamant se adapteaza continuu la necesarul social de calificare si performanta. Pe
de alta parte, directiile de dezvoltare economica, juridica, tehnica si culturala solicita si primesc
necesarul de specialisti in mod dinamic si neingradit de cifre de scolarizare sau de specializari
artificial impuse.

Universitatea ,,Danubius” asigura transparenta studiilor absolvite pentru angajatorii
romani si straini si, totodata, mai multe sanse pe piata muncii, prin continutul complex al
Suplimentului de Diploma, potrivit acordului de la Bologna, document redactat bilingv (in limbile
romana si engleza), eliberat odata cu Diploma de studii universitare, in mod obligatoriu, incepand
cu anul universitar 2005-2006.
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Cadrele didactice care alcatuiesc corpul profesoral al Universitatii "Danubius" din Galati
provin din elita centrelor universitare lasi, Bucuresti si Galati, si sunt in totalitate doctori sau
doctoranzi.

Facultatile universitatii asigura, ca facilitati, cursuri ale titularilor de discipline, servicii de
biblioteca cu aproximativ 43000 de volume si peste 2000 de periodice, laboratoare de
informatica, clinica juridica si economie, criminalistica, precum si conectare non stop la Internet,
care poate fi accesat de toti studentii si cadrele didactice.

Conexiunile academice si de cercetare stiintifica ale Universitatii ”Danubius” acopera
America de Nord, Europa si Asia si cunosc un trend continuu ascendent.

Universitatea ”’Danubius” din Galati este o universitate europeana moderna, dinamica, de
tip antreprenorial, perfect adaptata societatii contemporane.

Biblioteci

in judetul Galati existd un numar de 308 biblioteci dintre care doud universitare, 15
specializate, 229 scolare si 62 publice, cu un numar de 3.843.000 de volume de carti si 117.000 de
cititori inscrisi.

Ca fanion, mentionez Biblioteca ,,V. A. Urechia”, actualul sediu al Bibliotecii Judetene "”V.A.
Urechia”, anterior Palatul Comisiei Europene a Dunarii (CED), a fost construit initial, intre 1893-
1896, ca sediu administrativ pentru aceasta prima institutie europeand, constituita in urma
Congresului de Pace de la Paris, din 1856, cu scopul de a reglementa regimul navigatiei pe Dunare.

Acest edificiu reprezinta o constructie europeana deoarece decizia de construire a fost
luata de reprezentantii ai opt state europene, lucrarea beneficiind de ,,fonduri europene” si fiind
reprezentativa pentru valorile in care credea Comisia Europeana a Dunadrii, preluate astazi de
Uniunea Europeana. Aici 1si desfasurau activitatea functionarii compartimentelor: Secretariatul
General, Contabilitatea, Arhiva si biblioteca. Tot aici se desfasurau plenarele delegatilor CED si se
asigura cazare pentru unii dintre functionari.

Comisia Europeana a Dundrii a functionat in acest sediu pana la desfiintarea sa, in anul
1948. Intre anii 1948-1968, cladirea a fost sediul mai multor institutii gilatene, iar din anul 1968 a
fost repartizatd, ca sediu, Bibliotecii Judetene ,,V.A. Urechia”, institutie care functioneaza aici si in
prezent.

Situl, aflat In proprietatea Consiliului Judetean Galati, reprezinta un simbol cultural al
orasului de la Dundre, un monument arhitectural cu un stil sobru ce evoca imaginea vechiului targ
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din perioada secolelor al XIX-lea si prima jumatate a celui de-al XX-lea. Configuratia actuald a
obiectivului este, in principal, rezultatul reconstructiei din temelie realizata de Societatea Romana
de Intreprinderi din Bucuresti, intre 23 iunie 1922 si 10 mai 1923, vechea cladire fiind puternic
avariata Tn Primul Razboi Mondial. Este pozitionat intr-o zona care face parte dintr-un ansamblu
urban de patrimoniu, ce se intinde pana aproape de Faleza Dunarii si de Portul Galati. La intrarea
in cladire exista elemente de semnalizare a calitatii sale de monument istoric si de monument de
arhitectura.

Proiectata in stil neoclasic, constructia dezvoltata pe subsol partial, parter, doua etaje si
mansardad, a pastrat multe dintre elementele arhitecturale originale: usa in stil francez, cu geamuri
de cristal, de la intrarea in holul principal; stucatura de pe peretii interiori; coloanele aparente de
la parter si etajul I, ornamentate cu motive vegetale si simboluri specifice — ancora, tridentul,
cornul abundentei; pardoselile, scarile Tn marmura si mozaic; balustradele cu ornamente in fier
forjat; luminatorul de la etajul |, din sticla transparentd, cu cadru marginal colorat, impodobit cu
frunze de laur; lambriurile din lemn de diferite esente, unele rare; medalioane cu initialele CED;
candelabrele si aplicele metalice. La demisol exista inca seiful ce adapostea valorile Comisiei. Pe
aripa stangd, exista un lift pentru obiecte ce leaga subsolul de etajul al doilea, functionabil si
astazi.

La exterior, demarcatia intre parter si etaj se face printr-un bandou profilat care are in
partea inferioara o decoratie vegetala. Frontonul in arc de cerc este bogat ornamentat, sustinut
de doua coloane infasurate in parame. Ferestrele etajului sunt decorate in partea inferioara cu
ghirlande de lauri. In fata cladirii se afl3 un spatiu verde strajuit, la strada, de un gard de fier forjat
fncastrat in beton, care a suferit unele modificari in timp.

Teatre

De un succes similar se bucura si institutiile teatrale din judetul Galati in numar de trei, dupa
cum urmeaza:

Teatrul Dramatic ,,Fani Tardini” — Galati

Initiativa infiintarii unui teatru dramatic i-a apartinut senatorului si omului de cultura V. A.
Urechia, ministru, profesor universitar, cercetator istoric prin arhive europene, primul roman
nominalizat la Premiul Nobel pentru Pace, chiar in primul an cand premiul s-a acordat.

Ca o recunoastere a prestigiului sau, numele fi va fi trecut pe bolta Ateneului Roman din
Bucuresti, el fiind initiator al proiectului acestuia care imita institutia culturala europeana.
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Preocuparea pentru arta teatrala s-a manifestat cu mult timp fnainte de infiintarea propriu-
zisa a Teatrului Dramatic din Galati si este legata de personalitatea lui Fani Tardini.
Actrita care va da numele teatrului galatean, s-a afirmat inca de la jumatatea secolului XIX,
in diverse reprezentatii, dupa cum urmeaza:
+ In perioada 1851-1853, va juca la Galati alaturi de actori importanti ai epocii, cum au
fost Mihail Pascaly, Matei Milo, I. Poni, Tn spectacolele in voga ale vremii, ,,Puritanii
Londrei” si,,Vorba din Paris”.
% Ulterior, in anul 1860, trupa de actori condusd de Alexandru Vladicescu si Fani
Tardini performeaza intr-un local improvizat aflat pe strada Domneasca.

+ Mai tarziu, in anul 1862, se pun bazele constructiei unui teatru la Galati, prin
intocmirea unui proiect aprobat de domnitorul Alexandru loan Cuza, dar care nu s-a
mai realizat, in absenta sprijinului guvernului de atunci.

Tn anii care au urmat, Teodor Burda nota in ,,Istoria teatrului in Moldova” existenta unei sali
de spectacol deosebite la Galati, realizata cu sprijinul mai multor iubitori de teatru ai orasului, ce
cuprindea o sala mare, cu scena si cu locatie destinata orchestrei, in care s-au jucat mai multe
piese.

Demn de mentionat este faptul ca, In anul 1866, actrita Fani Tardini va solicita
municipalitatii galatene o subventie necesara pentru construirea unui teatru.

O alta reprezentatie in care a fost implicata Fani Tardini a avut loc Tn anul 1870, cand actrita
venea cu trupa Tn Galati si oferea un spectacol in amfiteatrul din Via de la Filantoff, situat pe Strada
Domneasca, avand in repertoriu piesa ,,Nebuna de la sapte turnuri”.

Compania Fanny Tardini - Vladicescu a fost cea mai mare si mai bine organizata trupa teatrala din
provincie, in randurile cdreia se numdrau: renumita primadona Fanny Tardini, marii actori ai
secolului al XIX-lea, fratii lon si Alexandru Vladicescu, Raluca Stavrescu, Maria si lon Anestin.

Influenta pe care a avut-o aceasta companie teatrala asupra poetului Mihai Eminescu este
ilustrata cu multa maestrie de cdatre Zoe Dumitrescu-Busulenga in Eminescu, Viata, Creatie,
Cultura, Editura Eminescu, Bucuresti, 1989. "Venirea lui Mihai la Cernauti, in primavara lui 1864, a
coincis cu un adevarat eveniment pentru romanii de acolo: la staruinta unor mari proprietari din
Bucovina, a fratilor Costin, trupa de teatru a fratilor Vladicescu-Tardini acceptase invitatia de a da
un sir de reprezentatii cu piese patriotice si cu cantece romanesti. Reprezentatiile au avut loc n
sala "Hotelului de Moldavie", cu incepere de la 1/13 martie.
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Timp de doua luni si jumatate, in oras a domnit un entuziasm de nedescris, mai cu seama
printre tineri si intelectuali. Elevii liceului erau nelipsiti la reprezentatii, printre ei si Eminovici.
Potrivirea aceasta intre sosirea trupei si intoarcerea tanarului n-ar fi fost intamplatoare, deoarece
dupa spusele lui Teodor Burada, actorii trecusera in prealabil si prin Botosani, unde jucasera de
cateva ori si ar fi de crezut ca existasera Tnca mai inainte legaturi intre adolescent si trupa. Valul de
entuziasm care se revarsase peste populatia romaneasca in asa mdsura incat tot clerul, in frunte
cu mitropolitul, asistase la cateva reprezentatii in ciuda canoanelor, I-a prins si pe Mihai. Pana in
luna mai cand stagiunea a luat sfarsit, el a trait intr-o frenezie launtrica fara seaman. Reactia atat
de vehementa n-a fost determinata numai de exaltarea sentimentului patriotic, ca la ceilalti, desi
sigur acest factor a operat la elevul iubit a lui Aron Pumnul. Pentru el se deschisese acum o noua
lume, acea a artei dramatice incorporate in elementele scenei, ale spectacolului, care atat de
concrete Tn materialitatea lor, atrageau printr-o semnificatie de alta natura mai adanca."

Un alt moment important este cel din anul 1872, cand actrita Fani Tardini si Alexandru
Vladicescu se stabilesc in Galati, intr-o casa de pe strada Cuza Voda la numarul 50.

Prima reprezentatie a acestei trupe a lui Fani Tardini la Galati va avea loc in anul 1880, cu
piesa,,ldiotul”.

Din atasament fata de un fost membru al trupei, Fani Tardini va organiza o reprezentatie Tn
beneficiul poetului Mihai Eminescu, care atunci trecea printr-o perioada dificila, fapt relatat de
,,Curierul roman”, la data de 8 decembrie 1887.

Cu putin Thainte sa inceteze din viata, Fani Tardini va realiza pentru publicul galatean, in
anul 1900, un spectacol la Teatrul Papadopol din Galati, prilej cu care va juca pentru ultima datsg,
piesa,,Cocina”. Se va stinge din viata in anul 1908.

Moartea lui V.A. Urechia, in anul 1901, avea sa sisteze lucrarea de construire a unui ,,Palat
Cultural” ce urma sa serveasca drept sediu pentru un teatru modern.

In 1903, un comitet, avand ca presedinte pe Episcopul Pimen Georgescu si vicepresedinte
pe delegatul Romaniei la Comisia Europeana a Dunarii, generalul Pencovici, alaturi de primarul de
atunci lon Bastache si alte somitati locale, a adunat bani pentru realizarea acestei constructii;
primele donatii venind de la absolventii Liceului ,,Alecsandri”.

Proiectul ,,Palatului Cultural”, va fi realizat initial de arhitectul S. G. Contifide, si finalizat in
1924, dar palatul era prea mare si costurile enorme, asa ca, dupa un concurs, a castigat arhitectul
bucurestean lon D. Enescu. Plansele cu desenele fatadelor, de un farmec aparte, se pastreaza in
Colectiile speciale ale Bibliotecii,,V. A. Urechia”.
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Din 1924, vor incepe lucrarile la actuala cladire a teatrului cunoscuta in epoca drept Sala ,,V.
A. Urechia”, lucrari ce se vor incheia Tn anul 1941. La baza acestora va sta autorizatia de
constructie a nou-intitulatului ,,Camin Cultural al Societatii”, solicitata in 1933, ce cuprindea
planurile arhitectului Enescu, pentru Strada Domneasca nr. 59.

Anul urmator, era solicitat sprijinul financiar al Consiliului Comunal (Local) Galati, care va
aloca un milion de lei pentru finalizarea lucrarilor dar, din pacate, se vor cheltui insa doua milioane.

Un an mai tarziu, aflat ,la rosu”, finalizarea constructiei cladirii necesita Tnca patru
milioane.

in timpul celui de-al Doilea Rizboi Mondial, seful guvernului, maresalul lon Antonescu,
refuza initial s& acorde un sprijin de 20.000 de lei. In urma unei anchete a Ministerului Culturii de
atunci a reiesit ca se cheltuise pana la acel moment, suma de noua milioane. Finalizarea acestei
constructii a implicat un efort financiar de 11,5 milioane.

Daca, la inceput, maresalul lon Antonescu s-a aratat reticent, ulterior, in anul 1943, un an
dificil pentru cursul operatiunilor militare pentru Romania (n.n - se produsese intre timp dezastrul
de la Stalingrad), va aloca totusi Primdriei suma de 3,5 milioane de lei, pentru Palatul ,,Urechia”,
actualul Teatru Dramatic ,,Fani Tardini”.

Odata cu instaurarea regimului comunist in Romania, din 1 septembrie 1955, Teatrul de Stat
din Galati va functiona prin Hotararea Consiliului de Ministri nr. 2003/16 septembrie 1955.

Inaugurarea actualei sdli a teatrului va avea loc pe 30 decembrie 1956, cu piesa ,,D’ale
carnavalului”.

Din punct de vedere tehnic, actuala cladire a teatrului are in componenta o sala cu 300 de
locuri, ateliere de productie proprie si scena in stil italian.

Frontonul cladirii este un basorelief, executat intre 1956 si 1957 de sculptorul Mac
Constantinescu, cu eroi din povestile romanesti, Cosanzeana, Fat-Frumos, balaurul, dar si bogatiile
zonei: apa, pestele, strugurii.

Am punctat etapele principale prin care a trecut aceasta institutie de cultura, de la stadiul
de idee, pana la concretizare.

Trebuie facuta precizarea c4, in orasul de la Dunare, preocupdrile pentru arta teatrala au
existat inca din prima jumatate a secolului XIX, prin reprezentatiile care se dadeau prin 1837, la
Hanul Ventura, langa Biserica Greceascd, cu un proiect de teatru din 1862, aprobat de domnitorul
Cuza, insa nefinalizat, si unde Fani Tardini si-a fixat trupa in 1872. Deci, abia la 1 septembrie 1955, s-
a putut vorbi oficial despre infiintarea unui teatru dramatic.
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Din anul 1973, Teatrul de Stat a primit denumirea de Teatrul Dramatic Galati, iar in anul
2000, Teatrul Dramatic Galati devine Teatrul Dramatic ,,Fani Tardini” Galati.

Teatrul pentru copii si tineret ,,Gulliver”

Teatrul pentru copii si tineret ,Gulliver”, situat la inceput pe str. Eroilor la nr. 14,
functioneaza in prezent, in cladirea Teatrului Dramatic ,,Fani Tradini”, pe strada Domneasca, nr 59,
a fost infiintat Tn anul 1952 si, la Tnceput, s-a numit Teatrul ,,Vasilache”.

Sediul initial al Teatrului de Papusi dateaza din ultimul deceniu al secolului XIX.

,»Cladirea a fost conceputa si construita in mai multe etape, neavand astfel o conceptie
unitara in ceea ce priveste compartimentarea. Aceasta situatie este cauzata si de functiile pe care
le-a avut imobilul in timp. Initial a fost casa de locuit. Apoi, se pare, Consulatul Turciei la Galati, prin
1897. Din nou casa de locuit in prima jumatate a secolului al XX-lea, apoi Teatru de Papusi, dupa
nationalizare”.”

Din 1952, In aceasta cladire a functionat Teatrul ,,Gulliver”- asa cum este cunoscut de
publicul galatean - pana la retrocedarea sa, in anul 2010. Dupa revendicare, actualii proprietari au
vandul imobilul unei firme galatene care intentioneaza amanejarea unui spatiu administrativ.

Din pacate, intarzierea aplicarii acestui plan a produs in ultimii ani, deteriorarea cladirii.

Teatrul pentru copii si tineret ,,Gulliver” si-a continuat activitatea in cadrul Teatrului
Dramatic ,,Fani Tardini”. Institutia galateand se numara printre cele mai prestigioase institutii de
teatru penru copii din Romania, adunand anual cei mai reprezentativi oameni ai teatrului de gen si
un numar impresionant de spectatori in cadrul Festivalului Guliver aflat la a XXVIl-a editie.

Prin acest festival, institutia galateana contribuie la consolidarea relatiilor cu institutii de
gen din tara si strainatate.

Teatrul National de Opera si Opereta ,,Nae Leonard” - Galati

Este o institutie de cultura cu profil muzical axata pe realizarea de spectacole variate ce
acopera intreaga gama a genului: de operad, opereta, musical-uri, spectacole de revista, spectacole
pentru copii, concerte, recitaluri etc.

Teatrul Muzical din Galati s-a infiintat Tn anul 1956, cu sprijinul Sfatului Popular Regional.

Anterior, perioada celui de-al Doilea Razboi Mondial (1939-1945) a fost una de privatiuni in

** Marius Mitrof, consilier Directia Judeteana pentru Culturd si Patrimoniu din Galati, extras din cotidianul Viata Liber3, articol de Remus Basalic
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toate domeniile societatii, reducand aproape la tacere viata artistica a orasului, rareori publicandu-
se cate un afis de recital sau o productie muzicala.

in conditiile instaurdrii regimului comunist, dupa 23 august 1944, miscarea muzicald a
orasului nostru a rendscut. Cum Tn acest regim erau organizate tot felul de manifestari, viata
muzicala s-a dezvoltat in toata tara, fapt ce a determinat schimbari si in peisajul cultural galatean.

Astfel, in anul 1949, la Galati, s-a infiintat o orchestra ce avea sa concerteze pentru prima
oara chiar la sfarsitul aceluiasi an. In spiritul epocii, aceasta va sustine spectacole in intreprinderi
ce vor deveni adevarate lectii de cultura pentru publicul galatean.

Prima formatie amatoare de estrada va lua fiinta, in 1951, la initiativa unui grup de tineri
entuziasti, urmatd ulterior, in 1955, de orchestra simfonica. in 1956, se vor deschide portile
Teatrului Muzical, care astazi poarta numele marelui tenor Nae Leonard.

Referitor la ,,printul operetei” (Nae Leonard), cel care dd numele teatrului, acesta s-a
nascut la Galati, in decembrie 1886, in casa de pe strada Moruzzi, o casa fara numar, din quartalul
l. Tatal sau, Constantin Naia, de profesie mecanic nu avea apetenta pentru muzica dar in schimb
mama sa, Carolina, o femeie sensibila cdreia 1i placea muzica, I-a crescut pe Leonard fredonandu-i
arii celebre. Din pacate, In 1900, mama lui Leonard inceteaza din viata si dupa ce tatal sau se
recasatoreste, familia se muta la Bucuresti, in zona Garii de Nord.

Tandrul incepe sa ia lectii de canto si de vioara dar este nevoit sa abandoneze studiile
deoarece unchiul care i platea scoala nu si-a mai permis sa continuie sa-l sprijine si Leonard a fost
nevoit sa renunte la studii si sa se angajeze ca si corist.

A jucat in multe piese celebre: Traviata, Carmen, Bal mascat, Liliacul, Cavaleria rusticand,
Madame Butterfly, Sdnge vienez, Vanzdtorul de pdsdri, Boema, Tosca.

Astazi, Teatrul National de Opera si Opereta din Galati 1i poarta numele iar institutia
organizeaza anual, din anul 2004, ,,Festivalul Leonard” .

Teatrul National de Opera si Opereta sustine si organizeaza spectacole, participa la
evenimente si actiuni cultural-artistice in tara si In strdinatate, realizeaza proiecte artistice si
organizeaza turnee, festivaluri si alte manifestari artistice.

Alaturi de celelalte teatre din Galati, atrage si formeaza publicul tanar prin alegerea
spectacolelor si organizarea de manifestdri variate pentru educarea tinerilor, promovand pe plan
national si international productiile artistice inspirate din creatia autohtona si universala.

33



Muzee galatene

»inceputul institutiei muzeale gdldtene il afldim incd din momentul donatiei de carte,
documente, tablouri, medalii, monede, si alte obiecte pe care Vasile Alexandrescu Urechia o fdcea
GALATENILOR in anul 1889.

La inaugurarea Bibliotecii, eveniment care a avut loc la 11 noiembrie 1890, in incinta Liceului
Vasile Alecsandri, V. A. Urechia a organizat o expozitie cu unele valori bibliofile, documente, stampe,
litogradfii, picturi ... 7%

Muzeul de Istorie ,,Paul Paltanea”

Este un muzeu judetean din Galati, amplasat in Str. Mr. lancu Fotea nr. 2. Muzeul de Istorie
,,Paul Paltanea” addaposteste mai multe sectii, atat in municipiu cat siin judet.

Inaugurarea sa a avut loc la 24 ianuarie 1939, cu ocazia celei de-a 80-a aniversari a Unirii
Principatelor Romane, In casa care a apartinut familiei Cuza si in care a locuit Alexandru loan
Cuza in perioada cand a fost judecator si parcdlab al judetului Covurlui.

,Primele exponate ale Muzeului Cuza Vodd, aproximativ 5000 de obiecte muzeistice au
fost donate de sotii Ecaterina si Paul Pasa, care inca din 1913, in incinta Scolii primare nr. 6 de baieti
din Galati, au infiintat primul Muzeu Regional din Galati.

Cu aceasta zestre culturald si-a inceput activitatea actualul Muzeu de Istorie ,,Paul
Paltanea” din Galati.”**

in timpul celui de-al Doilea R&zboi Mondial, muzeul a fost inchis, colectiile au fost evacuate
si o parte dintre ele s-au pierdut. ,,Patrimoniul muzeal s-a imbogatit dupa anul 1949, cand parte din
bunurile muzeistice aflate la Biblioteca ,,V. A. Urechia” au fost transferate la Muzeul Regional de
Istorie — Galati”*

Activitatea stiintifica Tn muzeu a fost reluata in anii 1951-1952, cand s-a trecut la organizarea
colectiilor, institutia avand un profil mixt, pana in anul 1956, cand s-au desprins colectiile din
domeniul stiintelor naturii si al artelor plastice, odata cu constituirea muzeelor galatene de profil:
Complexul Muzeal de Stiintele Naturii ,,Rasvan Angheluta” si Muzeul de Arta Vizuala.

Ulterior, colectiile Muzeului de Istorie s-au imbogatit prin achizitii si descoperiri arheologice
efectuate Tn zona de sud a Moldovei si, In special, in castrul roman de la Tirighina-Barbosi, acestea

 Antohe, lonela Daniela, Muzeul Judetean de Istorie Galati, o istorie de peste un secol, in revista Dundrea de Jos, nr. 217, Restitutio in integrum. Muzee
galdtene, martie 2020, p.15

** Antohe, lonela Daniela, op. cit., p.15

> |dem
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fiind urgentate si de construirea in zona a Combinatului Siderurgic Galati, ajungand in prezent la
un patrimoniu de peste 50.000 de bunuri culturale, unele de importanta exceptionala.

In patrimoniul muzeului se gdsesc colectii din diverse domenii: arheologie (obiecte
paleolitice descoperite la Plesa, Puricani, Sipote, obiecte neolitice din cultura Cris, altarul votiv de
la Sendreni, obiecte romane si medievale), numismaticd, medalistica, etnografie, filatelie, artd
decorativa, documente si inscrisuri din epoca moderna si contemporana, carte veche si rarg,
tehnicad, presa si publicatii, bunuri culturale memoriale s.a.

La momentul actual, Muzeul de Istorie ,,Paul Paltanea” are in componenta sa sapte sectii
muzeale, dintre care patru in municipiul Galati, cea mai importantd fiind sectia Lapidarium (care
prezinta publicului vizitator trei expozitii de bazd, dupa cum urmeaza: Repere arheologice la
Dundrea de Jos, Ambient romdnesc — ambient european si Civilizatia traditionald din sudul Moldovei),
alaturi de Muzeul,, Casa Colectiilor”.

Acesta din urma, situat la intersectia strazilor Eroilor cu Traian, este legat de personalitatea
lui Constantin Tinc, personalitate marcanta a vietii culturale, politice, economice si sociale a
Galatiului, membru al Societatii Farmacistilor din Romania, al Consiliului de Igiena a orasului, ofiter
al Ordinului Coroana Romaniei, consilier comunal si primar al orasului Galati, Tn anii 1898, 1904-
1905, 1914-1917 si senator de Covurlui, in perioada 1907-1911.

Referitor la bogatia patrimoniului institutiei ,,cea mai impresionantd dintre sdlile muzeului
este cu siguranta cea care este dedicata Smarandei Braescu supranumitd regina aerului... Nu mai
putin impresionantd este sala dedicata celui mai important nume al artei fotografice galatene, de
la sfarsitul sec. al XIX - lea — inceputul sec. XX: George Maksay, fotograf oficial al Curtii Regale.””®

Celor patru sectii mentionate anterior, li se adauga alte trei in judetul Galati, dupa cum
urmeaza: Casa Memoriald ,,Costache Negri” (Comuna Costache Negri), Muzeul ,,Casa Hortensia
Papadat - Bengescu” (Comuna Ivesti) si Casa Rurald ,,Jlon Avram Dundreanu” (Comuna Suhurlui).

Casa Cuza, este declarata monument istoric, avand codul GL-1I-m-B-03046.

Casa Memoriala ,,Costache Negri”

Memoria locurilor marcate de semnificatii istorice merita a fi perpetuata de-a lungul
timpului. In comuna Costache Negri (fostd Manjina) din judetul Galati, situata la o distanta de
aproximativ 40 km de municipiul Galati, se afla Casa memoriald Costache Negri (sectie a Muzeului
de Istorie Paul Paltanea Galati), amenajata in fostul conac al familiei Negri.

*6 Domniteanu, Aurelia, Farmacia Tinc - Casa Colectiilor, in revista Dundrea de Jos, nr 217, Restitutio in integrum — Muzee gdldtene, martie 2020, p.27

35



Ca om si ca sustinator al interesului national, Costache Negri (1812-1876) a fost simpatizat,
respectat si apreciat deopotriva de apropiati si de colaboratori, de contemporani, dar si de
generatiile urmatoare, locul s3u in Panteonul personalitatilor romanesti fiind clar definit. In istoria
moderna a romanilor, Costache Negri si-a castigat un loc aparte si prin rolul acordat mosiei sale de
la Manjina de revolutionarii pasoptisti. Aici se intalneau prietenii lui Negri, frecvent din anul 1845,
pentru a dezbate viitoarele idei programatice ale miscarii revolutionare amintite. Mai elocvente
decat consideratiile istoricilor, in contextul acesta, sunt amintirile unuia dintre obisnuitii conacului
de la Manjina din epocd, poetul Vasile Alecsandri: "Doua puncte foarte depdrtate existau pe fata
pamantului, In cari Romanii generatiei noud, incepura a se intalni: unul in Franta, in cuartierul
studentilor din Paris, si celalt in Moldova, la mosia lui Costache Negri."

Generatiile urmdtoare, constiente de semnificatiile istorico-afective ale fostei mosii a familiei
Negri (vandutd in perioada premergdtoare Unirii) din judetul Galati, au considerat necesara
recunoasterea ca atare a acestora si acordarea rolului cuvenit in istoria locala si nationala. Tn anul
1908, vechiul sat Manjina a fost decretat comuna si a primit numele lui Costache Negri, iarin anul
1943 (prin Decretul nr. 2336/ 23 august 1943, semnat de Maresalul lon Antonescu) "Casa si parcul
Marelui Vornic Costache Negri din comuna Costache Negri (fosta Manjina), judetul Covurlui, se
claseaza monument istoric" (apud Viorica Pisica, Casa de la Manjina a Iui Costache Negri-
Monument istoric, in ,,Danubius”, nr. XVIl, 1997, p.203.), urmand a fi sediul unui muzeu. Muzeul s-a
inaugurat insa mult mai tarziu, in anul 1968, cu prilejul implinirii a 120 de ani de la Revolutia din
1848 si a fost, de-a lungul anilor, reorganizat tematic in concordanta cu evolutia principiilor
muzeotehnicii.

Cadrul expozitional actual al Casei memoriale Costache Negri sugereaza secvente din viata
cotidiana patriarhala traita de oameni - artizani si martori ai unor momente importante din istoria
nationala. Ospitalitatea spatiului este conferita de obiectele de arta decorativa, fotografii si
corespondentd de familie, lucrdri de arta plastica care au apartinut lui Costache Negri, fiicei sale,
familiilor surorilor lui si altor rude, precum si unor prieteni, mai mult sau mai putin cunoscuti
publicului larg. Saloanele destinate primirii vizitelor, auditiilor muzicale, meselor servite in cadrul
intalnirilor obisnuite ori sdrbatoresti, urmate de indelungi conversatii pe teme variate, sunt
relevante pentru ilustrarea traditionalelor intalniri de la Manjina, la care erau prezenti: Nicolae
Balcescu, Mihail Kogalniceanu, Vasile Alecsandri, Alexandru loan Cuza, s.a. Invitati si gazde se
puteau retrage si in diverse alte camere ale conacului imaginat muzeografic, in functie de

36



momentul zilei, pentru: rezolvarea unor probleme gospodadresti; conversatie preponderent
masculind pe teme economico-sociale sau politice; studiu; joc de carti ori sah; scrierea
corespondentei; lecturi si muzicd; suete feminine despre viata mondena a saloanelor citadine,
moda, gastronomie; pregatirea pentru serate, baluri de sezon, serbari traditionale; siesta.

Petrecerea timpului in cadru familial, amical sau oficial, la un conac precum Manjina, denota
un stil de viata al elitei romanesti din a doua jumatate a secolului al XIX-lea racordat Intr-o maniera
specifica modei ambientale europene, dovada certa a faptului ca spatiul romanesc tinea pasul
Europei si din acest punct de vedere. Aceasta realitate s-a perpetuat si la inceputul secolului al XX-
lea cand, probabil, urmasii familiei Negri au pastrat, ca amfitrioni, traditia ospitalitatii celor care
au impus conacul de la Manjina in constiinta posteritatii.

An de an, pe data de 21 mai, cultura galateana pastreaza si perpetueaza traditia
memorabilelor intalniri de la Manjina secolului al XIX-lea prin organizarea, la Casa memoriala
Costache Negri, a sdrbatorii intitulatd INTALNIRILE DE LA MANJINA, la care amfitrionii fsi
intampina cu bucurie toti musafirii.

Muzeul ,,Casa Hortensia Papadat - Bengescu”

Initial sediul Companiei a 6 din cadrul Regimentului 24 Dorobanti (Infanterie), Tecuci, Casa
,,Hortensia Papadat Bengescu” a fost construita intre anii 1872-1874.

Hortensia Papadat Bengescu s-a nascut la Ivesti in casa care acum i poarta numele, si a
locuit cu familia sa primii doi ani si jumatate de viatd, dupa care familia se muta odata cu noua
garnizoana militara a tatalui, D. Bengescu, la Tecuci.

Intre anii 1922-1923 are loc prima reparatie capitald a sediului garnizoanei militare de la
Ivesti. Intre 1938-1939 are loc cea de a doua reparatie a localului, moment in care se d3 jos vechea
tencuiala si se aplica una noud. Tot acum se schimba si acoperisul, punandu-se tigla si olane noi din
ceramica. In cazul ambelor reparatii cheltuielile au fost suportate de Ministerul de Razboi.

Odata cu desfiintarea ultimei subunitati militare din Ivesti, Ministerul Apararii Nationale
renuntd la localul vechiului sediu al Garnizoanei, cladirea intrand in patrimoniul Sfatului Popular
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(primaria) al comunei din Ivesti. intre anii 1956-1966 in actualul local a functionat Scoala tehnica
viticola de 4 ani. Din 1966 devine sediul Dispensarului veterinar al comunei Ivesti, unitate sanitara
care functioneaza pana in 2006. in aceeasi perioada a functionat in paralel si oficilul postal din
Ivesti.

Din 2006 la solicitarea prof. Gh. Fratita, Consiliul Local Ivesti este de acord ca localul actualei
case "Hortensia Papadat Bengescu" sa treaca in patrimoniul Consiliului Judetean Galati, respectiv
a Muzeului de Istorie Galati.

In 20 iulie 2009 se inaugureaza Casa ,,Hortensia Papadat Bengescu”, sectie a Muzeului de
Istorie Galati cu expozitia ,,Personalitati Ivestene” in cadrul cdreia se regdsesc materiale
documentare si obiecte care au apartinut amfitrioanei si unor membri marcanti ai culturii si istoriei
Ivestilor.

Casa Rurala ,,lon Avram Dundreanu”’

in comuna Suhurlui (fostd Ferdinand), aflata la o distanta de aproximativ 45 km de Galati,
se gaseste Casa Rurala ,,lon Avram Dundreanu”, sectie a Muzeului de Istorie ,,Paul Paltanea”
Galati.

Denumirea locatiei este Tn legdatura directa cu cel care a fost parintele spiritual dar si
material al acestui loc, judecatorul si omul de culturd, cu preocupari si realizari notabile in
domeniul literar si artistic, lon Avram Dundreanu, care, in nenumaratele deplasari prin tara
fmpreund cu familia, a strans tot ce a considerat ca poarta o amprenta reprezentativa pentru
cultura traditionala romaneasca, atat din punct de vedere istoric cat si artistic.

in 1997, cu ceea ce adunase deschide la casa périnteascd de la Suhurlui, un muzeu cu
caracter etnografic intitulat ,,Casa Rurala Suhurlui — Amenajare etnoculturala”. Zece ani mai
tarziu, Tn 2007, din dorinta ca aceste bunuri sa faca parte din patrimoniul cultural national si astfel
sa fie valorificate la o alta scara, lon Avram Dundreanu si sotia sa Elisabeta, doneaza casa
impreuna cu toate obiectele, Muzeului de Istorie ,,Paul Paltanea” Galati, urmand ca la 10
octombrie 2009 sa fie inaugurata Casa Rurald ,,lon Avram Dundreanu’” Suhurlui.
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Cei care trec astdzi pragul muzeului patrund intr-o atmosfera calda si primitoare, desprinsa
parca din picturile realizate de lon Avram Dunareanu. Daca organizarea gospodariei taranesti de
alta data se inscria cumva in linia generala a ordinii satesti, locuinta reprezenta in schimb, expresia
dorintelor si trairilor taranului roman, de la constructia casei pana la amenajarea interioara.

Casa Rurala de la Suhurlui se inscrie in tiparul obisnuit al zonei, cu 0 compartimentare bine
definita, cu doua camere mari in fata si alte doua mai mici in spate. Proiectarea locuintei a urmarit
o dubla functionalitate: practica si decorativa. Practica, pentru a deservi cat mai bine nevoile
casnice si gospodaresti ale familie si decorativa, pentru a putea releva fantezia si creativitatea
femeilor din casa.

Astfel, camera buna, cea mare si frumoasa, precum si camera de zi cu zi, sunt doua dintre
incdperi, amenajate in stilul traditional moldovenesc, unde alaturi de piese de mobilier (pat, masa,
sifonier, ladd de zestre) se regasesc si o serie de tesaturi cu rol decorativ (levicere, prosoape,
,»prostiri” de pat si de culme) precum si obiecte de cult cum sunt icoanele, asezate Tn partea de
rasarit.

Incaperile mici, chilerele din spate, au fost spatii deosebit de importante in cadrul casei.
Chilerul cu vatra, era un loc special in care familia se strangea seara in jurul mesei rotunde si joase,
pe scaune mici de lemn, povestindu-si intamplarile de peste zi, depanand amintiri, precum femeile
depanau firul de l1ana sau canepa, cu care mai apoi teseau si coseau.

Chilerul cu razboi de tesut, eraun alt spatiucu rol esential pentru gospodine. Aici erau
realizate de la piese folosite pentru decorare, pana la costume populare executate cu o fina
maiestrie, oglindind astfel caracteristicile materiale si estetice ale acestui popor, trainic cimentate
de-a lungul vremurilor.

Alaturi de amenajarea interioara, in cadrul expunerii de baza se regdseste si un atelier de
fierarie si tamplarie, unde vizitatorul poate vedea unelte specifice acestor mestesuguri ca: foale,
clesti, nicovale, robanc, fierastrau, marea lor majoritate provenind chiar din comuna Suhurlui.

incepand cu anul 2011, Muzeul de Istorie ,,Paul P3ltdnea” Galati, in parteneriat cu Asociatia
Culturala pentru Traditie, Istorie si Justitie Sociala ,,Casa Rurala lon Avram Dundreanu”,
organizeaza aici doud festivaluri, dedicate sarbatorilor de Paste si Craciun, in care copiii din
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comuna precum si cei din comunele Tnvecinate, impreuna cu cadrele didactice, incearca sa
readucd n fata publicului datinile si obiceiurile specifice acestor sarbatori crestine, in forme cat
mai nealterate de timp.

Muzeul de Istorie ,,Teodor Cincu” Tecuci

Edificiul Tn care functioneaza Muzeul de Istorie ,,Teodor Cincu”, inclus in lista
monumentelor istorice, categoria A, a fost construit in mai multe etape incepand cu sfarsitul
secolului al XIX-lea.

in anul 1885, clidirea este amintitd ca fiind in proprietatea Iui Anton Cincu, om politic si
filantrop local, care o va ldsa prin testament, la 22 iulie 1894, fiului Teodor Cincu. Din punct de
vedere arhitectural, se remarca stilul baroc, predominant in prima etapa a constructiei, cand
accesul se facea dinspre sud, un turnulet pe care era inserat medalionul cu blazonul familiei
strajuind intrarea n casa.

La inceputul secolului al XX-lea, s-au modificat fatadele casei, accesul principal fiind orientat
spre est si tratat in stil neoclasic. Un fronton sustinut de patru coloane corintice marcheaza
intrarea principala. Ferestrele sunt decorate cu motive florale, in cheia arcadei fiind inserat un
medalion asemanator cu cel de pe turnul casei In care este integrata monograma familiei. Liniile
fluide baroce se combind armonios cu elementele clasice, expresie a unui gust rafinat in cautare
de noi modele.

Primar al orasului Tecuci intre 1894-1896, 1898-1899 si 1902-1906, deputat in Parlamentul
Romaniei, Teodor Cincu face parte alaturi de bunicul si tatal sau, Tudoran, respectiv Anton Cincu,
din ,,familia” donatorilor orasului Tecuci.

Urmand exemplul familiei sale, ,,cari au ridicat si ctitorit biserici pentru Slava lui Dumnezeu
si In loc de inchinaciune pentru norod, cari au infiintat spitale pentru alinarea suferintelor trupesti,
inzestrandu-le pe toate cu mosii pentru vesnica intretinere”, Teodor Cincu va dona orasului Tecuci
»imobilul situat in orasul Tecuci, str. Carol Nr. 12, compus din casa de locuintd, impreuna cu toate
dependintele, plantatiunile”, cu scopul infiintarii unui Muzeu.
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Infiintat prin ,,Deciziunea Consiliului Comunal no.3” in sedinta din 3 august 1934, muzeul,
cunoscut sub titulatura ,,Fundatia Culturala Teodor si Maria Cincu. Muzeul comunal Mihail Dimitriu
- Arheologie si Stiintele Naturale Tecuci”, va fi inaugurat Tn mod oficial pe data de 17 noiembrie

1935.

In primii ani de activitate in muzeu va fi expusa doar colectia lui Mihail Dimitriu. Mai tarziu,
acestei colectii i se vor alatura si colectiile prof. Constantin Solomon si ale prof. A. Alexinschi. Tn
actul de donatie era specificat ca, pe langa muzeu sa se infiinteze si o biblioteca care, pana la
sfarsitul celui de-al ll-lea Razboi Mondial a functionat sub numele de ,,Esmeralda Dimitriu”.

Timp de peste 80 de ani cladirea, care a trecut prin doua etape de restaurare - in anii 1964
- 1967 si respectiv 2007 - 2013, adaposteste impresionantul patrimoniu cultural al muzeului care
are la baza colectiile fondatorilor, Mihail Dimitriu si Constantin Solomon.

in decursul anilor, patrimoniu muzeului se imbogateste, la inceput pe colectia de
arheologie, Tn urma rezultatelor activitatii de cercetare arheologica sistematica si de salvare. Cel
mai impresionant material arheologic provine din campaniile desfasurate in situl arheologic
Poiana - Piroboridava, cercetare inceputa in anul 1926 si finalizata in 1990.

In aceiasi perioada s-au desfasurat campanii de cercetare in: situl arheologic de la Barcea -
Gradina de zarzavat (1975 — 1982), in satul Toflea ( 1970 - 1975) — de unde a rezultat un
impresionant material ceramic eneolitic (Cultura Cucuteni), la Garbovat (1960) - asezare de tip
cenusar datata la sfarsit de epoca bronzului - cultura Noua, in situl arheologic de la Negrilesti — de
unde a rezultat un material datat din neolitic pana in sec. XIX, in orasul Tecuci (1970 - 1971, 2012)
unde au fost descoperite doud necropole datate sec IV p.Chr., dar si material datat in epoca
bronzului cultura Noua.

Prin diferite donatii, muzeul isi imbogateste patrimoniu pe colectia de numismaticd, istorie,
arta, etnografie si tehnica. De mentionat este faptul ¢4, in colectia de tehnica, muzeul, printr-un
act de donatie, detine un frumos automobil marca EGO care a participat la diferite expozitii. n
anul 2005 automobilul este restaurat si participa pe platourile de filmare ale peliculei ,,Si totul e
tdcere” regizat de Nae Caramfil.
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Complexul Muzeal de Stiintele Naturii ,,Rasvan Angheluta”

Complexul Muzeal de Stiintele Naturii ,,Rasvan Anghelutd” este un muzeu judetean
din Galati, avand amplasamentul in str. Regiment 11 Siret nr. 6A, avand mai multe sectii inclizand
si Gradina Botanicd, Parcul Dendrologic sau Gradina senzoriala.

Prin pozitia sa, muzeul domina malul stang al Dundrii, ocupand o suprafata de 18 hectare si
are In componenta sa si Gradina Zoologica din Padurea Garboavele, comuna Tulucesti, judetul
Galati.

Infiintarea sa a avut loc in anul 1956, intr-o cladire situata central, pe baza unei colectii de
geologie - mineralogie privata (n.n-colectia Pasa, care a stat si la baza Muzeului de Istorie din
Galati), la care s-a addugat o expozitie de faund prezentata dioramatic si un acvariu cu pesti
exotici.

In 1972, aceastd expozitie a fost dezafectatd datoritd stadiului avansat de degradare al
cladirii si colectiile au fost depozitate intr-o scoald, pana in 1976, cand muzeul a primit un nou
sediu.

in 1978, in sediul din str. Domneasca 91 s-a deschis expozitia de baz3, ce trata probleme de
ecologie ale pasarilor din zona de sud-est a Romaniei.

Din 1990, muzeul s-a transformat intr-o institutie complexa, cu urmatoarea structura:
muzeu, acvariu, gradina botanica, gradina zoologica, care solicita o noua locatie.

»Obiectivele institutiei muzeale sunt cercetarea si conservarea biodiversitatii
ecosistemelor naturale, imbogatirea patrimoniului stiintific si promovarea de proiecte privind
monitorizarea poludrii mediului Thconjurator. Educatia ecologica pentru conservarea naturii se
realizeaza prin proiecte expozitionale moderne: Muzeu de stiinte ale Naturii, Gradina Botanica,
Acvariu, Planetariu, Observator Astronomic si Gradina Zoologica.”*’

Din 1992, a inceput construirea unui nou sediu al complexului muzeal actual, situat de-a
lungul falezei Dunarii, ce va fi dat in circuit public Tn anul 2003 avand in componenta : ,,acvariu,
depozitele stiintifice si laboratoare (la demisol), Auditorium de 150 de locuri si spatiu de expozitii
temporare (la etajul ), planetarium (la etajul 1), ulterior fiind adaugat si un observator astrologic.

Patrimoniul muzeului depaseste 60.000 de piese stiintifice, ordonate pe colectii: geologie -
mineralogie, malacologie, entomologie, ihtiologie, ornitologie, mamalogie.

*7 Revista Dundrea de Jos, nr 217, Restitutio in integrum — Muzee gdldtene, martie 2020, p.10
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Acvariul are ca tematicd ihtiofauna rara si foarte rara din bazinul hidrologic al Dunarii, fauna
Marii Mediterane si pestii exotici.

Planetariul are o cupola cu diametrul de 7 metri, vizitatorul avand aici posibilitatea de a
calatori imaginar Tn toate colturile Universului vizionand proiectii precum: "Sistemul Solar",
"Gigantii Sistemului Solar", ""Nebuloase si Roiuri stelare". De asemenea, in cadrul planetariului se
desfdasoara foarte multe programe educationale, precum Astroclubul "Calin Popovici" sau
programul "Sa cunoastem Soarele", adresat elevilor claselor V-XII.

Observatorul astronomic din Galati, din cadrul aceluiasi Complex, este unul dintre cele mai
importante din sud-estul Europei. Inaugurat in martie 2010, acesta era, la acea vreme, singurul din
Romania prevazut cu un acoperis tractabil si cu un telescop principal cu sistem optic Ritchey -
Chretien cu diametrul oglinzii principale de 400 mm. Pe terasa de observatii astronomice, cea mai
mare din Romania, cu o suprafata de 250 mp, se vor organiza observatii cu publicul, folosind
diverse telescoape pentru observatiile nocturne, sau luneta Coronado SolarMax cu diametrul
obiectivului de 60 mm - unica Tn Romania - pentru observatii solare in H-alfa, pe timpul
zilei. Activitatea desfasurata aici a dus si la succese: in colaborare cu Astroclubul «Calin Popovici»
au fost descoperite doud stele variabile, numite ,,Galati VI”’ si ,,Galati VII”.

Grddina botanicd a fost infiintata in 1992 ca parte componenta a Complexului Muzeal de
Stiintele Naturii. Prima plantare s-a efectuat in 1994. In 1996 specialistii acestei institutii au
contribuit la elaborarea primului catalog de seminte. Astazi Gradina are peste 3.000 de taxoniin
urmatoarele sectoare: Flora de pe Glob, Flora si vegetatia Romaniei, Flora ornamentala, Rosarium,
Plante utile, Gradina Senzoriald, Serele cu o suprafata de 2500 mp.

De asemenea, au fost organizate o colectie de citrice si o gradina japoneza, iar in anul 2002
au fost incluse Tn circuitul public 25.000 mp de sera cu palmieri.

Graddina zoologica, este situata in Padurea Garboavele, iTn comuna Tulucesti, la 177 km NV de
municipiul Galati. Pe cca. 14 ha, gradina zoologica adaposteste o colectie variata de specii de
animale, in special mamifere si pasari, dintr-o multitudine de regiuni geografice ale lumii (Europa,
Asia si Africa): lei, tigri siberieni, ursi bruni, lupi, cerbi carpatini si lopatari, mistreti, dar si specii
ornamentale de gaini, fazani si pauni. Pentru a fi in conformitate cu noile prevederi legale privind
conservarea biodiversitatii au fost luate o serie de madsuri deosebit de importante privind
reabilitarea si modernizarea spatiilor de expunere a majoritatii animalelor. Obiectivele Gradinii
Zoologice Garboavele sunt de conservare a faunei salbatice, de imbogatire a colectiei proprii, dar
si de educatie a publicului vizitator pentru a-i schimba viziunea despre animalul salbatic.
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in apropiere, se poate vizita Muzeul satului ,,Petru Caraman”, un muzeu etno-cultural ce
restaureaza lumea satelor de pe ambele maluri ale Prutului, din sudul Moldovei si Basarabia.

Muzeul de Arta Vizuala

Putem vorbi despre Muzeul de Arta din Galati, incepand cu anul 1956, cand acesta Tnsuma
148 de lucrari ale unor plasticieni din toate perioadele. in anul 1967, primeste un spatiu generos,
pe strada Domneasca, nr. 141 (fostul Palat Episcopal). Ulterior, a facut parte din Complexul Muzeal
Galati. Din 1990, prin Decizia 118, emisa de Primadria Judetului Galati, functioneaza ca Muzeu de
Arta Vizuala.

»Muzeul de Arta Vizuala din Galati, primul Muzeu de Arta Contemporana din Romania a
fost oaza de respiratie a plasticii neoficiale intr-o perioada cand aceasta era aproape de
neconceput, perioada comunista.

Incredibil, dar adevarat, in ,,Orasul rosu” a fost primul si unicul MUZEU, unde tot ce era
interzis se putea expune. Probabil, neconventionalismul zonei, acel spirit de porto franco, acea
multiculturalitate care defineste Galatii si-au spus cuvantul.”?®

infiintat in anul 1967 cu denumirea Muzeul de Artd, se va specializa n timp pe art3
contemporand romaneasca.

Din anul 1990, va primi noua denumire, o premiera la nivel national, fiind singurul muzeu de
acest gen din tara!

Institutia are in patrimoniu colectii valoroase de pictura, sculptura, grafica, arta decorativa
(tapiserie, ceramica, sticld), avand ca autori, celebrii artisti plastici din secolul al XIX-lea:
Aman, Rosenthal, Grigorescu, dar si din perioada interbelica: Victor Brauner, Theodor Pallady,
Petrascu, Tonitza etc.

Totusi, grosul nucleului de baza al muzeului este dat de piesele de arta contemporana
romaneasca realizate in special intre 1967-2000 de artisti consacrati: Horia Bernea, I.Gheorghiu, I.
Salisteanu, Marin Gherasim, Ana Lupas, Gheorghe Apostu, lon Tuculescu, Corneliu Baba etc.

La infiintare, muzeul a fost gazduit de Palatul Episcopal, o cladire monument istoric
construita Intre anii 1898 - 1900 si inaugurata in anul 1906.

Dar, in urma retrocedarii Episcopiei ,,Dunarii de Jos” a cladirii, pentru un muzeu de arta
religioasa, respectiv Muzeul Istoriei, Culturii si Spiritualitatii Crestine de la Dundrea de Jos, Muzeul

2 Nanu, Dan, Basarab, Muzeul de Artd Vizuald Galati — istoric, In revista Dundrea de Jos, nr 217, Restitutio in integrum —
Muzee galdatene, martie 2020, p.3
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de Arta Vizuala s-a mutat intr-un nou sediu, cu un spatiu limitat de expunere si urmeaza sa aiba un
sediu impunator in Parcul Rizer, sediu aflat acum in stadiu de constructie.

»De la inceputuri si pana acum, speram inca multi ani si multe generatii de acum incolo,
orasul Galati de pe malul Dunarii, pe drept cuvant s-a identificat si se va identifica cu notiunea de
capital3 a artei contemporane romanesti.”*

Muzeul Istoriei, Culturii si Spiritualitatii Crestine de la Dundrea de Jos

Este un muzeu cu un specific aparte Tn peisajul cultural galatean, localizat Tn Palatul
Episcopal al Dunarii de Jos, deschis publicului din anul 2014, in urma recastigarii dreptului de
proprietate de catre Episcopia ,,Dunarii de Jos” asupra cladirii si a Ordinului Ministerului Culturii
Nr. 3958/21.11.2014.

»Acest pas a fost o recunoastere a rezultatelor remarcabile obtinute de institutia de
cultura a Centrului Eparhial, Tn scurtul timp care a trecut de la deschiderea oficiald, din 27
noiembrie 2014, zi cand a fost sfintita Capela ,,intdmpinarea Domnului si Sfintii Martiri Brancoveni”
(n.n. - capel ce este in componenta muzeului), de citre Preafericitul Pirinte Patriarh Daniel.”>°

In privinta statutului sediului muzeului, facem precizarea ca cladirea muzeului este
declarata monument istoric, avand codul GL-1l-m-B-03036, anterior, adapostind Muzeul de Arta
Vizuala.

Cu ocazia lucrarilor de restaurare a cladirii ,,arhitectural, s-a incercat revenirea la aspectul
initial, si cu acesta ocazie, s-au scos de sub tencuiala si var picturi bisericesti si motive
crestine acoperite de lucrdrile anterioare, gratiile geamurilor de la parter au fost reconstituite
dupa feroneria unei balustrade originale, pastrata pe scara placata cu marmura de Carrara, care
asigura accesul in capela muzeului, iar la intrare s-a refacut stema care apare in fotografii vechi.

Colectiile eparhiale au fost adapostite initial in cadrul Bisericii Precista, datand de la mijlocul
secolului al XVIl-lea, si au fost deschise publiculuiin 1918, cu sustinerea episcopului Nifon.”’

Din anul 1996, Episcopia Dunarii de Jos si Muzeul de Arta Vizuala au expus in comun, in
doua sdli si in fosta capela a Palatului Episcopal cele mai reprezentative piese apartinand
patrimoniului cultural eclesiastic din colectia Episcopiei.

*¥ Nanu, Dan, Basarab, op.cit

3 Pr. llie, Cosmin, 2015-2020, 5 ani de activitate neintreruptd a Muzeului Istoriei, Culturii si Spiritualitdtii Crestine de la Dundrea de Jos, in revista
Dundrea de Jos, nr 217, Restitutio in integrum — Muzee gdldtene, martie 2020, p.19-20

3 www.muzeugalatiadj.ro
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Expozitia permanentd a Muzeului Istoriei, Culturii si Spiritualitdtii Crestine de la Dundrea de
Jos pune in evidenta un bogat patrimoniu de icoane, carte veche, carte rara, obiecte de ofrevarie,
din lemn si vesminte liturgice, tablouri, fotografii, care provin din parohiile eparhiei si care au fost
pastrate in depozite de concentrare de patrimoniu in anii 1970-1980, in numar de 1400 de obiecte,
din toata zona Dunadrii de Jos, dar si din zone adiacente.

De asemenea, in depozitele muzeului sunt pastrate 2926 obiecte. Acestea ,,au fost atent
studiate si cercetate de catre personalul de specialitate din muzeu, pentru fiecare realizandu-se
fise analitice de evidentd. Tn cadrul atelierelor de restaurare, prin ingrijire si ocrotire si-au
redobandit stralucirea de odinioara: 16 volume de carte, 70 icoane, 75 elemente de orfevrarie si 51
de textile.”>*

Intr-un spatiu special amenajat, se afla scheletul lui Innocens, primul crestin cunoscut cu
numele de la noi, un daco-roman crestinat in secolul al lll-lea, descoperit la Barbosi.

in muzeu sunt expuse obiecte de patrimoniu arheologic foarte vechi, luate in custodie de la
alte muzee de istorie din judetul Galati. Este cel mai mare muzeu bisericesc din tard, cu o
suprafata expozitionalad de 3.000 mp.

Muzeul Satului ,,Petru Caraman”

Muzeul Zonei Pescaresti din Judetul Galati

Tnca din anii '80 s-a dorit la Galati un muzeu etnografic care s pund in valoare frumusetea
satului sud-moldovenesc, iar cunoscutul artist plastic Eugen Holban si mai tarziu talentatul fauritor
de masti populare Paul Buta, au intreprins chiar primele demersuri pentru ca acest vis sa devina
realitate.

La initiativa domnului Dan Lilion Gogncea, si altor pasionati de etnologie, pentru salvarea
traditiei zonei noastre, si-a gasit multi ani mai tarziu implinirea, cand Centrul Cultural ,,Dundrea de
Jos si cu sustinerea deplina a Consiliului Judetean Galati in parteneriat cu Muzeul Tinutului Cahul
din Republica Moldova, au accesat fonduri europene, prin Programul de Vecinatate Romania -
Republica Moldova 2004-2006 Phare si au facut posibila ridicarea primului muzeul al satului din
zona Galati, inaugurat la sfarsitul anul 2008 si intrat in circuitul de vizitare din 2009.

Reconstituirea unor gospodarii din satele galatene de altadata s-a dovedit a fi o provocare
pentru cei implicati. Cautarea unor mesteri care sa stie sa construiasca prin metode traditionale si

3 Pr. llie, Cosmin, op.cit., p.21
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cu materiale folosite acum mult timp a fost dificila, dar nu imposibild, ca si gasirea unor obiecte de
uz casnic vechi, autentice, care sa aiba amprenta utilizarii, de la covoare tesute in casa si razboaie
de tesut, pana la blide, vartelnite sau ulcioare.

Cercetdrile minutioase in ce priveste arhitectura traditionala ale plasticianului etnolog
Eugen Holban au stat la baza refacerii satului din zona Covurlui, constructia muzeului satului
beneficiind si de girul specialistului, Anisoara Stefanuca.

A fost asigurata documentatia necesara din perspectiva etnografica, un repertoriu care a
continut imagini si descrieri cu caracter orientativ asupra tipologiei obiectelor traditionale care se
incadreaza in specificul zonal, in baza caruia s-a realizat achizitia bunurilor etnografice, s-a realizat
un plan expozitional in baza cdruia s-au amplasat exponatele. A fost, de asemenea, supervizata
achizitia obiectelor etnografice in vederea respectarii criteriilor de autenticitate, dar si punerea in
functiune a obiectelor traditionale.

La cativa ani ani de la inaugurarea primului muzeu al satului la Galati, s-a considerat
oportund extiderea zonei, spatiul fiind generos si astfel a inceput lucrul la un nou proiect cu
finantare europeana, pentru un muzeu cu specific al zonelor din Lunca Prutului Inferior si a
Dunarii.

Muzeului Zonei Pescdresti din judetul Galati a fost realizat prin finantare de Fondul
European de Pescuit - Programul Operational pentru Pescuit 2007-2013, in cadrul ,,Strategiei de
dezvoltare durabila a zonei pescaresti Prut-Dundre din judetul Galati”. Muzeul permite
valorificarea potentialului etnocultural al zonei dintr-o perspectiva complexa, oferind posibilitatea
conturdrii unui orizont mai larg asupra dimensiunii ocupationale a comunitatilor locale traditionale
din zona judetului Galati.

Obiectivul general al proiectului a constat in reconstituirea, conservarea si promovarea
unor elemente de patrimoniu material si imaterial cu specific pescaresc, prin realizarea unui
muzeu al zonei pescdresti in judetul Galati, dar si-a propus si reconstituirea unor valori ale
patrimoniului material si imaterial cu specific pescdresc, pastrarea si conservarea unor elemente
de identitate locala specifice comunitatilor pescaresti si evidentierea si promovarea comunitatilor
locale situate Tn partea de est a judetului Galati, in cadrul Zonei pescaresti Lunca Prutului Inferior —
Dunarea Inferioara, prin crearea si functionarea unui Muzeu al Zonei Pescaresti.
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Muzeul Satului ,,Petru Caraman”

Aflat in patrimoniul Centrului Cultural ,,Dunarea de Jos”, Muzeul Satului ,,Petru Caraman”
este un reper esential in conservarea si promovarea traditiei si culturii populare.

Important edificiu, avand ca locatie un spatiu generos, situat in cadrul natural al Padurii de
la Garboavele, la cca. 20 km de municipiul Galati, Muzeul Satului ,,Petru Caraman” este un muzeu
etno-cultural care reconstituie sub aspect etnografic tipul de locuinta specific zonei noastre si
valorifica aspecte ale vietii satelor de pe ambele maluri ale Prutului, din sudul Moldovei si
Basarabia.

Pe o intindere de 1,36 ha, acesta reconstituire la scara mica a vetrei satului romanesc,
cuprinde trei gospodarii traditionale zonei Galatiului, din localitatile Corod, Mastacani, Cavadinesti
si 0 gospodarie traditionala din raionul Cahul, Republica Moldova.

Gospodariile sunt construite respectand stilul traditional, avand in componenta lor lemn,
impletituri din nuiele, lut, apa, nisip, paie si balegar, fiind acoperite cu stuf, in doua sau patru ape.
Obiectele aflate in incinta muzeului, de la vasele de lut, icoane, levicere, stergare, prostiri,
ustensile si unelte din lemn necesare pentru uzul casnic in gospodaria traditionala, cdrute, etc.
sunt autentice, dar si reconstituiri. Acestea reprezinta o adevarata valoare patrimoniala nu numai
prin modul lor de realizare ci mai ales datorita vechimii lor, avand in vedere faptul ca cele mai
multe obiecte sunt din secolul al XIX-lea sau inceputul secolului XX.

Arhitectura locuintelor reprezentate din zona Galatiului corespunde aproximativ sfarsitului
sec. XVIII - inceputul sec. XIX, un rol important in reconstituirea acestora avand cercetarile
intreprinse de etnologul Eugen Holban si membrii Serviciului Cercetare, Conservare si Valorificare
a Creatiei si Traditiei Populare din cadrul Centrului Cultural ,,Dunarea de Jos"

Gospodaria Corod

Este cea mai valoroasa dintre toate celelalte care alcatuiesc muzeul, fiind compusa din
casa, chimnita si cosar.

Casa este cu totul deosebita atat prin faptul ca este, ca model, cea mai veche dar si prin
existenta celor trei ascunzatori. Ultima casa de acest fel a fost demolata la inceputul secolului
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trecut. La momentul cercetarii locului am aflat ca nu se stia cand a fost construita casa. Se
presupune ca adapostise cel putin trei generatii.

Ascunzatorile sunt la nivelul odaii, a beciului dar si sub treptele beciului sub forma unei
gropi de cereale. Pitorescul casei este dat si de faptul ca intreaga casa este sustinuta pe un ,,pat
de barne” groase.

Chimnita este o constructie de barne masive de lemn ce se gasea initial in viile de pe camp.
Aici se adaposteau butoaiele cu vin. Batranii spun ca pana la atacul de filoxera aceste chimnite nu
se incuiau, si oricine putea intra sa bea o cana cu vin.

Gospodaria Mastacani
Aceasta gospodadrie este formata din casa, cdsoi, saia, cosar si patul pentru pasari.
Casa este bicelulara specifica locuintelor din Mastdcani in sec. XIX.

Casoiul este o casa de dimensiuni mai mici in care se retrageau batranii. Denumirea ne
poate indica faptul ca acest tip de casa este mai vechi decat casa mare. Adapostul pentru oi,
saiaua, este de forma circulara, impletit din nuiele si acoperit cu stuf.

Gospodadria Cavadinesti

Provine dintr-o vatra folclorica de o mare valoare etnografica. Casa de Cavadinesti este
singura care mai poate fi gasita in mediul originar, a apartinut doamnei lleana (Bulgaru) Toma.
Surprinzatoare la aceastd casa este ascunzatoarea. Frecvent intalnita la casele din zona noastra
pana Tn secolul al XIX, aceasta ascunzatoare era realizata prin dublarea unui perete al odaii.
Intrarea se facea prin pod sau printr-o usa mascata cu un levicer sau alt obiect de dimensiuni mai
mari. Aparitia ascunzatorii se datoreaza unei necesitati practice. In cazul invaziilor (dese in zona
noastra in acele vremuri) oamenii nu mai aveau timp sa se ascunda in padure sau alte locuri
retrase.

Pe langa celelalte anexe intalnim addpostul pentru rasnita si samalucul, o constructie
utilitara de dimensiuni mari cu rol de magazie, grajd si atelier de lucru.
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Gospodaria Cahul
Este o reconstituire fidela a casei traditionale din cadrul Muzeului Orasului Cahul.
Alcatuita din casa si fierarie, aceasta gospodarie este specifica secolului XX.

Casa este compusa din tindd, camera de locuit, o alta camera “casa mare” si magazie
(iatac). Planul acesta specific secolului XX, doua odai pe o parte si cealalta a tindei se intalneste
frecvent si la casele din zona noastra. Peretii sunt de lut, lipit pe nuiele impletite pe furcile de
lemn. Acoperisul este de stuf, Tn douad ape.

Muzeul Zonei Pescaresti din Judetul Galati

Muzeul ,,Zonei Pescdaresti din judetul Galati” reprezinta o sansa pentru conservarea,
valorificarea si promovarea patrimoniului cultural material si imaterial specific sectorului
pescaresc al Luncii Prutului si a Dunarii, dar si un vector important al cresterii potentialului turistic
al zonei.

Muzeul Zonei Pescdresti din judetul Galati reconstituie sub aspect etnografic tipul de
locuinta specific Zonei Etnografice Covurlui Nord si a Zonei Etnografice Galati, cele doua zone
etnografice situate in partea de est a judetului Galati.

in cadrul muzeului se regdsesc imprejmuiri si doud gospodarii traditionale (locuinte si
anexe) specifice comunitatilor situate pe malul drept al Prutului Inferior din cadrul zonelor
etnografice mentionate, o cherhana, un iaz si un pavilion pentru desfdasurarea de activitati
culturale in aer liber.

Gospodaria din Zona Etnografica Galati, reuneste elemente de arhitectura de secol XIX,
specifice comunitatilor situate pe malul Prutului Inferior. A fost reconstituita pe baza
documentelor de arhiva din colectia Tache Papahagi si studiile de specialitate ale cercetatorului
Eugen Holban.

Gospodaria este compusd din doud locuinte bicelulare - casa mare Pascani (comuna
Vlddesti), cdsoaie Mdstdcani si anexe: ghetdrie, chivnitd, costereata si gogineatd, din comuna
Oancea. Cele doua locuinte au sobe oarbe cu vatra, hoarna si cuptor.
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Cea de-a doua gospodadrie, specifica secolului XX, respecta modelul traditional al Zonei
Etnografice Covurlui Nord - zona Prutului Inferior, din satul Vadeni, comuna Cavadinesti,
descoperit n cadrul cercetarilor de teren. Gospodaria cuprinde: locuintd bicelulara cu etac (soba
despartind odaia in doua compartimente) si anexe: chiler, bucatarie, costereatd, cosdr, cotet,
sandoala.

Cherhanaua, reprezinta pentru zona pescdreasca, locul destinat primirii, sortarii si
comercializarii pestelui, dar si al depozitarii uneltelor de pescuit. Cherhanaua este situata in zona
de pescuit si este o constructie din chirpici, pe structura de lemn, acoperita cu stuf. Replica
regasitd in incinta muzeului ,,Zonei Pescaresti din judetul Galati”, respecta structura cherhanalei
traditionale, fiind supradimensionata, pentru a gazdui expozitii tematice, birourile personalului de
specialitate si un depozit.

lazul, reconstituie arealul specific zonei pescdresti si permite realizarea unei expozitii de
ambarcatiuni pescaresti traditionale. lazul va fi populat cu specii de pesti specifice zonei.
Vegetatia specifica zonei de apa: salcie, stuf, papurd, exemplifica arealul si completeaza din punct
de vedere estetic obiectivul.

Pavilionul, constructie realizata din lemn, este destinata derularii unor activitati educativ-
culturale desfasurate in aer. De forma octogonald, cu stalpi si flordrie (trafor) din lemn, cu motive
avimorfe, amplasate la partea superioara si motive antropomorfe imaginand hora la nivelul
panourilor, pavilionul valorifica motivele traditionale, cu o Tncdrcatura simbolica deosebita, din
zona Frumusita si Foltesti (sat Stoicani).

imprejmuirea (gardul), de pe partea sudicd a muzeului Zonei Pescaresti (latura de acces
principal) este din lemn, cu poarta dubla pentru atelaje si simpla pentru vizitatori si este realizat
dupa un model traditional din comuna Suceveni.

Gandit astfel, Muzeul ,,Zonei Pescaresti din judetul Galati” raspunde atat unor necesitati de
cunoastere, culturalizare, valorificare si promovare a zonei noastre (din punct de vedere
etnografic si al patrimoniului cultural material si imaterial) cat si a unor necesitati de petrecere a
timpului liber pentru vizitatori intr-un ambient agreabil, propice desfasurarii unor activitati
culturale si in acelasi timp recreative.
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Muzeul ofera o reprezentare unica a ocupatiilor traditionale si a habitatului rural de la
Dundrea de Jos si Prutul inferior i se intinde pe 1,42 ha.

in perimetrul Muzeului au fost reconstituite trei ansambluri de locuit din diferite zone
etnografice ale judetului, fiecare cu anexele gospodaresti specifice; intre acestea, au fost ilustrate
constructii de genul chivnitd, sandoald, gogineatd, costereatd, cotet, samaluc, ghetarie, chiler,
cosar.

Patrimoniul arhitectural este dublat de o valoroasa colectie de bunuri etnografice care
insufletesc expozitia muzeala.

Gospodarie din Vadeni

Locuinta este compusd din casd cu etac (1) si chiler (2), bucatarie (8), sandoald (3),
costereatd (4), cosar cu cotet (5), cotet pentru closca (6), cotet pentru caine (7) si gard din stuf.

1.Casa din Vadeni

Este o locuinta bicelulara specifica inceputului de secol XX, cu soba pentru gatit in odaie. Soba cu
plita desparte odaia In douad, lasand in spate un spatiu denumit etac, utilizat ca loc de dormit.
Tinda, marita pana la dimensiunea unei odai, nu era incalzita, dar avea, ca si odaia, aceleasi roluri
can orice alta casa bicelulara - spatiu de lucru ori locuit.

2.Chilerul este o prelungire a acoperisului casei si era folosit ca depozit de materiale ori
obiecte de uz gospoddresc sau unelte agricole.

3. Sandoala era o magazie.
4. Costereata era utilizata drept adapost pentru pasarile de curte.

5. Cosarul cu cotet avea o dubla utilitate: depozit pentru porumb si, dedesubt, cotetul de
crestere a porcilor (goger).

6. Cotetul addpostea closca in timpul clocirii oualor si apoi puii mici.
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7. Cotet pentru caine.

8. Bucataria avea structura monocelulara. Soba cu plita impartea odaia in doua, iar in
spatele ei se afla un etac, in care se amplasa, de obicei, un pat ingust din nuiele. In sezonul
calduros, viata ocupantilor gospodadriei se desfasura, de obicei, in aceasta bucatdrie.

Ansamblu de locuit din zona Mastacani-Oancea-Pascani

Ansamblul este compus dintr-o casa specificd satului Pascani (azi Vladesti), comuna
Cavadinesti (1) si una specificd comunei Mastacani (2), precum si anexele acestora, specifice
comunei Oancea: chivnita (3), ghetdrie (4), gogineata (5), costereata (6).

Casele erau construite pe structura de rezistenta din pari, grinzi si capriori din lemn, iar
peretii erau intariti cu nuiele care se lutuiau pe dinduntru sau dinafara. Acoperisurile se faceau din
cel mai raspandit material izolator: stuful.

1. Casa din Pascani (Vladesti)
Este o locuinta bicelulara alcatuita din tinda si odaie.

Locuinta are soba oarba cu vatra, hoarna si cuptor. Vatra sobei se afla in tinda, unde se
gatea. In anotimpul friguros, jarul din vatra se muta spre gura sobei oarbe din camerg, aflat3 in
stanga vetrei principale. Odaia era adapostul comun al tuturor membrilor familiei si, totodata,
atelier pentru prelucrarea fibrelor textile pentru tesut. In afard de gatit, tinda era locul in care
barbatii, Tn anotimpul rece, confectionau si reparau sculele si uneltele casnice, precum si pe cele
agricole sau de pescuit.

2. Casa din Mastacani

Este o locuinta bicelulard, cu vatra in tinda. Specificul acestei case este lipsa tavanului de
deasupra tindei; in podul dedeasupra odaii se puteau depozita grane, obiecte sau materiale, iar
accesul se facea din tinda, cu scara. Tinda si odaia aveau rol de bucatarie si spatiu de lucru ori
locuit.

3.Chivnita din Oancea: sapatda in pamant, cu structura monocelulara dreptunghiulara,
destinata pastrarii la rece a produselor alimentare.
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4. Ghetaria din Oancea: s3pata in pdmant, destinatd pastrarii la rece a pestelui. in ghetarie
se depozitau inca din timpul sezonului rece bucati mari de gheata tdiata din balti, depozitate cu
straturi succesive de paie, in asa fel incat pestele sa poata fi pastrat o anumita perioada de timp,
pana la comercializare sau preparare.

5. Gogineata: adapost temporar pentru pasari.

6. Costereata: adapostul pasarilor de curte.

Centrul Cultural ,,Dundrea de Jos”

infiintat la 1 ianuarie 2000, Centrul Cultural ,,Dundrea de Jos” era rezultatul comasarii
Centrului Cultural Judetean Galati cu Scoala de Arte Galati si Centrul Judetean de Conservare si
Valorificare a Traditiei si Creatiei Populare Galati.

Aparea astfel in peisajul cultural gédlatean (n.n- pe care l-am prezentat succint anterior) o
institutie noud, avand ca temei legal Hotdararea nr.295 din 24 decembrie 1999 a Consiliului
Judetului Galati care la articolul 1 stipula:

,»Incepand cu data de 1 ianuarie 2000 se comaseaza Centrul Cultural Judetean Galati cu
Scoala de Arte Galati si Centrul Judetean de Conservare si Valorificare a Traditiei si Creatiei
Populare Galati in Centrul Cultural ,,Dunarea de Jos” Galati, cu sediul iTn municipiul Galati, strada
Tecuci, bloc V3 si strada Domneasca nr.61, institutie publica de interes judetean cu personalitate
juridica, sub autoritatea Consiliului Judetului Galati.”>>

Tot in cadrul aceleiasi hotdrari de Consiliu Judetean erau stabilite si principalele activitati
ale noii institutii, care erau: ,,organizarea activitatilor de promovare a cunoasterii valorii culturii si
artei nationale si universale de dezvoltare si afirmare a responsabilitatilor creatoare ale populatiei
judetului Galati in domeniile cultural artistice, recreativ distractive; organizarea in mod permanent
de expozitii de arta plasticd, expozitii itinerante, expozitii aniversare, colectii, intalniri de toate
genurile cu oameni de culturad si arta, scriitori, cenacluri, cercuri de studii, cursuri de cultura
generald, servicii de cinemateca si de spectacole video, festivaluri, studiouri metodice ale artei de
amatori, cluburi de animatie culturala si alte activitati de petrecere a timpului liber; cercetarea,
conservarea si promovarea traditiei si creatiei populare romanesti si ale etniilor aflate pe teritoriul

33 Hotdrarea nr 295 din 24 decembrie 1999 a Consiliului Judetului Galatj, art.1
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judetului Galati; organizarea de cursuri teoretice si practice necesare formarii deprinderilor
artistice pentru miscarea artistica de amatori; promovarea actului de cultura prin actiuni
organizate pe domeniile de activitate specifice, inclusiv prin ansambul folcloric propriu denumit
»Doina Covurluiului”; promoveaza in mod permanent relatiile de cooperare cu Inspectoratul
pentru Culturd al Judetului Galati si cu intitutiile de culturd si arta care fiinteaza in judetul Galati”.>*

Desi hotdrarea ardta ca noua institutie va
avea doua sedii: cel de la parterul blocului V3, din zona Pietei Centrale, pe strada Tecuci si cel de

pe strada Domneasca nr 61, cel functional si principal va fi cel din urma.

Acesta este o cladire de patrimoniu, monument istoric ce se gaseste la pozitia 118, cod GL-
[I-m-B-03020 n lista monumentelor istorice ale Galatiului.”

Construita pe la 1880 de negustorul Gheorghe Gheorghiadis, era una dintre cele mai
frumoase cladiri din urbea noastra pentru acele timpuri, lucru firesc daca tinem cont ca
Gheorghiadis era unul dintre oamenii potenti financiar ai orasului ,,Moise N.Pacu mentiona ca
negustorul grec G.Georgiades detinea o fabrica de vax (vacs) si cerneald in orasul Galati. Aceasta
fabrica este atestata documentar in anul 1887 cand este eliberata autorizatia lui G.Gheorghiades
pentru a fabrica vax si cerneald. Tn anul 1887 a primit la Expozitia Cooperatorilor de la Craiova,
medalia de argint pentru fabricarea vaxului si medalia de bronz pentru fabricarea cernelii.”?

Urmasii sdi, in contextul marii crize economice din perioada anilor 1929-1933, au ipotecat
imobilul concomitent la mai multe banci si ajungand in imposibilitate de plata, acesta a fost scos la
licitatie pe 17 martie 1934. Castigatorul licitatiei a fost Comitetul Liceului de fete ,,Mihail
Kogalnceanu” care va transforma cladirea in internat.

Dupa razboi, in perioada regimului comunist imobilul a fost nationalizat si a trecut Tn
domeniul privat al statului, fiind sediu si internat al Scolii Profesionale ,,Cristea Nicolae” si, ulterior,
sediul Scolii Populare de Arte, al Centrului Judetean de Conservare si Valorificare a Traditiei si
Creatiei Populare Galati si al Filialei Locale Radef.

Datorita faptului ca aceasta cladire va intra, din anul 2003, in vaste operatii de consolidare
si modernizare, Centrul Cultural ,,Dundrea de Jos” va mai primi in patrimoniu o cladire ce i va servi
ca sediu provizoriu in perioada 2003-2005. Este vorba despre imobilul din str. Domneasca nr 91,
unde actualmente functioneaza Centrul Multicultural ,,Dundrea de Jos”.

3dem,art 2
3 1dem.
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Ca o trasatura definitorie ,,in activitatea sa, Centrul Cultural ,,Dundrea de Jos” Galati se
conduce dupa urmatoarele principii:

1. deplina libertate a spiritului creator;

2. autonomia actului cultural;

3. neangajarea politica;

4. autonomia institutiei in exercitarea competentelor si atributiilor proprii in raport cu

autoritatile locale si centrale;

5. dreptul si datoria institutiei ca in cadrul stabilit prin prezentul regulament, sa-si

profileze activitatea in functie de specificul etnic si socio-cultural al locului;

6. primordialitatea valorii si sanse egale la culturd.”

Actiunile Centrului Cultural Dundrea de Jos sunt implementate de un colectiv de
specialisti grupati in urmdtoarele servicii: Serviciul Financiar - Contabilitate, Administrativ,
Serviciul Marketing, Editura, Studio anegistréri Audio, Sonorizare, Serviciul Cercetare Valorificare
Conservare a Traditiei Populare, Scoala de Arte, Ansamblul Folcloric ,,Doina Covurluiului” si
Fanfara,,Valurile Dunarii”.

De-a lungul timpului au mai functionat in cadrul Centrului Cultural ,,Dundrea de Jos” Corala
de copii, ,,Allegria” si Corala ,,Andreiana Juventus”, alaturi de un Ansambu Folcloric pentru copii,
,»Doinita Covurluiului”.

Serviciul Cercetare Valorificare Conservare a Traditiei Populare

Este axul central al Centrului Cultural ,,Dunarea de Jos”, unul dintre elementele ce au stat
la baza intemeierii acestei institutii in calitatea sa de continuator al vechiului Centru Judetean de
Conservarea si Valorificare a Traditiei si Creatiei Populare din Galati.

Asa cum 1i arata si denumirea, deruleaza activitati de cercetare atat etnografica cat si
etnofolclorica avand ca scop promovarea si valorificarea traditiei si creatiei populare autohtone si
a minoritatilor nationale din zona de sud a Moldovei.

Deruleaza, de asemenea, si activitati de editor, realizand monografii, de exemplu, ale
comunelor Pechea, Piscu, Tulucesti, Vanatori), ,,publica lucrari si carti de specialitate in domeniul
de desfasurare a activitatii, organizeaza si realizeaza spectacole si festivaluri de profil, cenacluri si
intalniri cu oameni de specialitate din domenii complementare: sociologie, istorie, antropologie,
biologie dar si cu oameni de cultura si arta, expozitii de arta vizuala, organizeaza cursuri teoretice
si practice necesare formarii deprinderilor artistice, desfasoara targuri ale mesterilor populari si
colaboreaza indeaproape cu institutii de invatamant.”
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Sub aspectul publicatiilor mentionam alaturi de monografiile mai sus amintite, lucrarile de
specialitate ,,Marturii ale Trecutului”, ,,Obiceiuri de iarnd la Dundrea de Jos”. ,,Ca pestele prin
apa”, lucrare cu un caracter inedit in peisajul editorial galatean, s-a bucurat de o larga apreciere
din partea publicului cititor, fiind o veritabila culegere de retete traditionale pescdresti din Lunca
joasa a Prutului Inferior aparuta in cadrul proiectului cu acelasi nume finantat prin Programul
Operational pentru Pescuit 2007-2013, M3sura 5 — Imbunatatirea capacitatii factorului uman de a
sutine dezvoltarea durabila a zonei, Operatiunea 5.3 — Activitati de promovare si constientizare a
specificului pescdresc local si imbunatatire a imaginii produselor pescaresti.

De asemenea, referentii sectiei realizeaza expozitii tematice cum ar fi cea consacrata
costumului popular la Dunarea de Jos sau expozitiile ,,Stergarul moldovenesc, intre simbol si
utilitate” si,,Drumul canepii”’, realizata in cadrul evenimentului ,,Noaptea Muzeelor”.

Tot in panoplia manifestarilor implementate de Serviciul de Cercetare Valorificare si
Conservare a Traditiei Populare se inscriu si Festivalul - concurs de muzica populara pentru copii si
tineri interpreti ,,Perla Dunarii” realizat in colaborare cu Scoala de Arte, Festivalul ,,La Dunare, de
Sanziene”, Festivalul de Datini si Obiceiuri de Craciun si Anul Nou ,,Tudor Pamfile”, care a ajuns la
a XXX - a editie, un Targ al Mesterilor Populari cu doua editii de vara si de iarna, o Tabara de troite
in Padurea Garboavele, alaturi de participarea la serbdrile campenesti: ,,Sarbatoarea Salcamului”,
organizata in orasul Beresti si ,,Sdrbdtoarea Bujorului”, organizata in comuna Bdneasa, sat
Roscani, din judetul Galati.

Serviciul are, de asemenea, in administrarea sa, Muzeul Satului ,,Petru Caraman” si
»yMuzeul zonei pescaresti” din judetul Galati situate in cadrul natural al Padurii Garboavele, Ia
aproximativ 20 de km de municipiul Galati.

Facem precizarea ca in cadrul Programului ,,Valori ale Culturii Populare din Judetul Galati”,
in fiecare an, pe 24 iunie, Serviciul de Cercetare Valorificare si Conservare a Traditiei Populare
organizeaza ,,Festivalul iei la Dunarea de Jos — PovestIE”, eveniment ce urmadreste reconstituirea
vietii satului traditional prin sezatori, demonstratii mestesugdresti, expozitii de pictura si de
obiecte traditionale, ,,Targul Mesterilor Populari”’, spectacole folclorice Tncununate de concursul
,,Cea mai frumoasa ie””3®

Serviciul Marketing, Editur3, Studio inregistrari Audio, Sonorizare

3 |bidem, p. 30
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Editura Centrului Cultural ,,Dundrea de Jos” a fost infiintata in anul 2002, reusind destul de
repede, datorita activitatii editoriale impresionante desfasurate, sa obtind acreditarea Bibliotecii
Nationale a Romaniei, fiind inclusa in lista editurilor recunoscute la nivel national.

Revenind la activitatea editoriala mai sus amintita, aceasta are in componenta ei 100 de
titluri de literaturd, albume de artd, antologii, carti de specialitate, dintre care amintesc pe cele
mai reprezentative: ,,O Antologie a Literaturii Galatene” (poezie, proza, eseu, umor); ,Artisti
galateni interbelici”, autor Corneliu Stoica, ,,Galatiul, asa cum mi-l amintesc” (noud volume), autor
Sandel Dumitru; ,,Omagiul lui Mihai Eminescu la 170 de ani de la nastere”; ,,Galati - biografie
spirituala”, autor loan Brezeanu; ,,Almanahul Revistei Dunarea de Jos; ,,Viata lui Costache Negri” ;
»Poeti la castel” - antologie de poezie contemporang; ,,Opt incercari de a te naste singur”
(antologie); ,,Cronici optimiste”, autor Ghita Nazare; ,,Arta galdteana feminina”, autor Corneliu
Stoica; ,,Dialoguri V”, autor Ghita Nazare; ,,Semicentenar Scoala de Arte”; ,,Cahul, istorie si
traditie”; ,,Plante de leac si de alean”; ,,Marturii ale trecutului”.

Prin proiectul Cartesente, derulat intre anii 2009-2012, au fost promovati scriitori galateni
contemporani in cateva carti-miniaturi realizate Tn colaborare cu artisti plastici galateni.

De asemenea, periodicul Dundrea de Jos, ajuns la num[rul 247, este realizat tot de Editura
Centrului Cultural ,,Dundrea de Jos”, reflectand activitatea institutiei si oferind o veritabila sansa
debutului tinerilor artisti galdteni dar si din Euroregiunea Dundrii de Jos (Moldova si Ucraina).

Totodatd, editura a implementat actiuni si proiectedintre care amintim:

+ Galati, orasul scrie, orasul citeste — evidentiaza figurile marcante galdtene din secolele
XIX-XX. S-au realizat peste 50 de carti postale consacrate personalitatilor: Aristide
Serfioti, Jean Bart, losif Ivanovici, Costache Negri, Hortensia Papadat-Bengescu,
Constant Tonegaru, loan Brezeanu, Petru Caraman, Camil Ressu, Nae Leonard,
Valentin Gheorghiu, Nina Cassian, lordan Chimet, Crisan V. Museteanu;

+ Domneascd61Poezie - proiect derulat anual, pe 21 martie, cu ocazia Zilei Mondiale a
Poeziei. Se bucura de participarea scriitorilor romani si straini care lectureaza in public
fragmente din creatii proprii sau ale altor contemporani;

+ Poezia - port la Dundre - festival international de literatura derulat in perioada 2016-
2019, cu prezenta a aproximativ 25 de scriitori straini din Republica Moldova, Austria,
Croatia, Cehia, Germania, Finlanda, Olanda si Muntenegru;
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+ Premiile Revistei Dundrea de Jos - acordate anual artistilor si scriitorilor care s-au
evindetiat in spatiul cultural galatean, colaboratorilor Revistei Dundrea de Jos si
partenerilor Centrului Cultural ,,Dundrea de Jos”.

Biroul Marketing Cultural realizeaza, prin referentii sai, studii de piatd, identifica
potentiali colaboratori, realizeazd materialele grafice si imprimate ale institutiei (afise, bannere,
invitatii) si asigura suportul logistic la toate evenimetele culturale organizate institutie.

Studioul de Tnregistrari Audio si Sonorizare asigurd sonorizarea la toate actiunile
organizate de Centrul Cultural ,,Dundrea de Jos” si realizeaza negative si imprimari pentru
cursantii sectiei Scoala de Arte, desfasurandu-si activitatea intr-un modern studio audio.

Scoala de Arte
,,Noi avem misiunea de a pdtrunde in intimitatea ardentd a faptului real,
extrdagdnd din el parte esentiald a existentei sale.”
Vasile Onut (1968-1972), primul director al Scolii de Arte

Aceasta sectie este a doua ,piatrd de temelie” (n.n. — aldturi de Serviciul Cercetare
Valorificare Conservare a Traditiei Populare) ce a contribuit la infiintarea Centrului Cultural
,,Dunarea de Jos”, fiind succesoarea vechii Scoli de Arte infiintatd Tn 1968 la Galati, urmdrindu-se
prin aparitia ei promovarea in acest spatiu a artei si valorilor culturale muzicale.

in prezent, scoala ,,functioneaza cu 16 catedre pe urmatoarele specializari: pian, canto -
muzicd usoard, canto — muzica populara, dans popular, chitara, percutie, vioara, chitara — bas,
acordeon, orga, teorie si solfegii, grafica, picturd, actorie, arta fotografica si balet.”

Cursurile acestor specializari dureaza intre 2 si 5 ani, In functie de domeniul artistic ales,
finalizandu-se cu un examen, in urma cdruia cursantul obtine o diploma de absolvent recunoscuta
de Ministerul Muncii Familiei si Protectiei Sociale si Ministerul Culturii si Patrimoniului National,
avand posibilitatea de a se angaja Tn institutii culturale.

Pe langa activitatea pedagogica vocationala, profesorii Scolii de Arte realizeaza, in spiritul
educatiei permanente, o serie de festivaluri de anvergura si impact in randul publicului avizat,
dupa cum urmeaza:

+ Festivalul International de Muzicd usoard Ceata lui Pitigoi - manifestare de
referinta pentru zona de sud a Moldovei, ajunsa la a XVII- a editie, ce se bucura de participarea a
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aproximativ 100 de artisti alaturi de prezenta de-a lungul timpului a unor personalitati marcante
ale muzicii usoare romanesti: Florin Ristei, Marius Teicu, Silvia Dumitrescu, Oana Sarbu, Virgil
Popescu, Horia Moculescu, Cornel Fugaru, Nicu Patoi, Mihai Alexandru.

+ Festivalul National Feeria Dansului, desfasurat in fiecare an, pe 29 aprilie, cu ocazia
Zilei Mondiale a Dansului, se bucura de participarea cursantilor scolilor de arte si ai cluburilor de
dans din toata tara;

+ Concursul National de picturd Nicolae Mantu consacrat personalitdtii artistului
plastic galatean care ii poarta numele aduce pe simeze lucrari ale elevilor scolilor de arte din toata
tara;

+ Concursul National de Interpretare Pianul Fermecat se adreseazd tinerilor
interpreti cu varste cuprinse intre 5-16 ani, cursanti ai scolilor de arte si ai liceelor vocationale din
tara;

+ Festivalul - concurs euroregional de interpretare vocald si instrumentald Perla
Dundrii este o manifestare ce urmdreste promovarea si conservarea folclorului muzical si a
costumului popular romanesc din spatiul danubiano-pontic;

Ansamblul Folcloric ,,Doina Covurluiului”

A fost prima sectie noua a Centrului Cultural ,,Dundrea de Jos” din Galati, infiintata in
septembrie 2001, reprezentand unul dintre proiectele Consiliului Judetean Galati de care acesta
este foarte mandru.

Avand in componenta sa o orchestrda, dansatori si interpreti vocali, Ansamblul Folcloric
y»,Doina Covurluiului” incearca sa conserve si sa promoveze in plan local, regional, national si
international folclorul muzical coregrafic specific zonei de sud a Moldovei, printr-un repertoriu
bogat si divers de cantece si dansuri traditionale.

De-a lungul celor doua decenii de existenta, ansamblul s-a distins ca fiind grupul folcloric
fanion si una dintre formatiile reprezentative romanesti de profil, fiind rasplatit cu numeroase
premii in cadrul festivalurilor de folclor nationale si internationale, intre care amintim:

v Premiul Il, Festivalul International al Tarilor Dunarene de la Tulcea, 2003;

v' Trofeul Festivalului, Festivalul International ,,Hora Mare” de la Rezina din Republica
Moldova, 2004;

v' Trofeul Festivalului, Festivalul International de folclor de la Izmir - Turcia, 2005;

v' Trofeul Festivalului International de Folclor ,,Doina Covurluiului”, 2006;

v' Trofeul Festivalului,,lon Macrea” din Sibiu, 2009 si 2010.

60



Prin turneele efectuate in diferite tari: Republica Moldova, Ucraina, Slovenia, Turcia si
Franta, Ansamblul Folcloric Doina Covurluiului s-a evidentiat prin folclorul autentic reprezentat de
cantecele si jocurile traditionale romanesti.

Repertoriul ansamblului contine cantece si dansuri autentice, din intreg spatiul folcloric
romanesc: Moldova, Muntenia, Oltenia, Ardeal, Maramures, Oas, Bucovina si Dobrogea.

Profesionalismul artistilor este demonstrat de prezenta Tn emisiuni de larga audienta la
posturile de televiziune nationale, TVR, PRO TV, TVRM, Favorit TV, Etno TV.

Valoarea ansamblului s-a remarcat si prin seria de concerte sustinute in compania unor
artisti consacrati ai folclorului muzical romanesc: Maria Ciobanu, Sofia Vicoveanca, Mioara Velicu,
Margareta Clipa, Elisabeta Turcu, Laura Lavric, Constantin Enceanu, Liviu Vasilica si Gheorghe
Turda.

Cea mai importanta manifestare organizata de Ansamblul folcloric ,,Doina Covurluiului”
este Festivalul International de Folclor care i poarta numele si care, in 2022, a ajuns la a XVll-a
editie. Facem precizarea ca la editiile anterioare au participat formatiuni artistice de profil din
Europa, Asia, Africa, America de Nord si America de Sud.

De asemenea, ansamblul este prezent la toate manifestdrile organizate de Consiliul
Judetului Galati (serbari campenesti, Zilele Galatiului, Ziua Marinei, Ziua Unirii Principatelor
Romane, Ziua Nationald a Romaniei, etc).

Fanfara,,Valurile Dunarii”

Urmadrind valorificarea traditiei noastre in domeniul muzicii de promenada, mentionata n
documente odata cu anul 1832, cand este infiintata prima fanfara militara, in cadrul Regimentului 11
Siret, ce va fi condusa de celebrul losif Ivanovici, autorul al nu mai putin celebrului vals ,,Valurile
Dunarii”, ia fiinta in anul 2002 Fanfara ,,Valurile Dunarii”.

Fanfara are in componenta sa profesionisti care au activat in randul garnizoanelor militare
din judet si din targ, fiind o prezenta necesara si constanta la toate evenimentele si aniversarile
locale, nationale si internationale unde sustine, pe langa ceremonalul oficial si concerte de muzica
de promenada si divertisment, abordand un repertoriu divers din creatia nationala si universala.

In acest sens, Fanfara Valurile Dundrii participa la activitati ceremoniale si aniversari
precum Boboteaza, Ziua Unirii, Targul de Florii, Ziua Europei, Ziua Drapelului, Ziua Imnului, Ziua
Pompierilor, Ziua Varstnicilor, Ziua Armatei, Ziua Nationala a Romaniei, Ziua Eroilor Revolutiei
Romane din decembrie 1989.
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Demn de remarcat este faptul cd, in fiecare an, in perioada octombrie-mai, Tn cadrul
Programului filantropic ,,Clepsidra”, Fanfara ,,Valurile Dundrii” sustine programe de muzica de
promenada la caminele pentru persoane varstnice.

Dar, cea mai importanta manifestare organizatd de fanfara ramane ca si in cazul
Ansamblului Folcloric ,,Doina Covurluiului”’, Festivalul International de Fanfare ,,losif lvanovici”,
ajuns la a XVl-a editie, festival ce reuneste formatii muzicale fanion, de Tnalta tinuta artistica, atat
din tara noastra cat si din tari din imediata apropiere: Republica Moldova sau Turcia, care prin
prestatia lor artistica aduc o veritabila dovada de respect memoriei celebrului compozitor roman
care da numele festivalului.

Demn de mentionat, actiunile realizate de Centrul Cultural ,,Dundrea de Jos” auvizat 158 de
activitati culturale dupa cum urmeaza :

10 festivaluri si concursuri zonale, nationale si internationale, intre care amintim:

e

73 de spectacole

+ Concursul National de Picturd ,,Nicolae Mantu”,

Concursul National de Interpretare ,,Pianul Fermecat”,

Festivalul International de Muzica Populara "’Perla Dunarii”,

Festivalul International de Muzica Usoara pentru Copii ,,Ceata lui
Pitigoi”,

Festivalul Porturilor Culturale: ,,Poezia-Port la Dunare”,

Festivalul International de Fanfare ,,losif Ivanovici ”,

Festivalul International de Folclor ,,Doina Covurluiului”,

Festivalul Scrumbiei,

Targul Mesterilor Populari,

Festivalul de Datini si Obiceiuri de Craciun si Anul Nou ,,Tudor Pamfile”’;

si concerte de muzica usoard, populara si de promenada, 11 sezatori;

21 de aparitii editoriale din care:

Lol oK o SR R

12 numere lunare ale periodicului institutiei-revista ,,Dundrea de Jos”,
culegere ,,Obiceiuri de Primdvara” ,

,,Jurnal la Dunare”- autor Gh.Tofan,

album ,,Sterica Badalan”, autor Corneliu Stoica,

,»,Cetateni de Onoare, Judetul Galati”,

Monografia comunei Ivesti,

,,Jurnal de Cultura”, autor Gh.Tofan,

62



+ brosura,,Repere Horincene”,
+ ,,Antologie de Epigrame”.
11 campanii de cercetare etnografica in judetul Galati si in spatiul Euroregiunii
,,Dundrea de Jos” (Republica Moldova si Ucraina);
12 expozitii etnografice, de pictura si arta foto;
20 de seminarii, colocvii zonale si nationale si simpozioane.

Concluzii

Prin prezentarea climatului cultural galatean, am urmarit evidentierea vietii culturale
locale atat de bogata prin prisma personalitatilor care au activat in zona dar si prin multitudinea
institutiilor existente care acopera orice aspect cultural-educativ.

Transpare printre randuri complexitatea si efeverscenta fenomenului cultural galatean
care se inscrie la loc de frunte n circuitul cultural national si european.

Ramane obligatia noastra, a tuturor, de a asigura dezvoltarea in continuare a unui
climat armonios care sa raspunda cerintelor societatii contemporane integrata in ,,aquis-ul”’
comunitar european, Tn asa fel Tncat mostenirea Tnaintasilor sa fie respectata si valorificata
corespunzator.
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THE PAST HAS A NEW FUTURE
Cross-border cooperation for capitalizing on the cultural heritage ofGalati, Romania and Hincesti, Republic of Moldova
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Argumentum

The border space is par excellence an interference area, where the flow of ideas,
commercial exchanges, and adoption of par excellence extra-zonal models is more intense than in
areas established in clear geographical, cultural, political, or economic parameters.

It is also the case of the area of GalatiCounty, better said of the land of Covurlui,
a,,crossroad” of Moldova with Muntenia and Dobrogea, positioned in the eastern part of
Romania, between45'25°and46'10°Northlatitudeand 27'20°and28"10°Eastlongitude.

The boundaries of Galati County, mostly natural, include an area of 4466,3 km?, which
represents 1.9% of the country's area.

At first sight, the Galati cultural space presents itself as a fascinating mixture of urban and
rural, romanticism and traditionalism, liberalism and pragmatism, mystery and everyday reality, all
felt by local people, natives but also foreigners in an interference economic and cultural area.

The specificity of the place has been influenced over time by a series of factors that have
had a negative impact, among which we mention:

- Ottoman rule (our ref. - until 1829) which had a negative effect through looting raids and
taxes imposed on natives;

- military operations during the two World Wars (our ref, 1916 - 1918 and 1941 - 1944); and
others that had a positive influence at the time, such as:

- integration into the "Orbis Romanus" withthe economic and cultural benefits;

- the conquest of Chilia and the White Fortress (July - August 1484) by Sultan Baiazid I
made Galati the only free port of the principality of Moldavia;

- the establishment of the Porto-Franco regime, through the efforts of ruler Mihail
Sturdza, starting on June 1, 1837;

- the reforms of Alexandru loan Cuza (1859 - 1866) etc.

The economic development of the theareafavouredthepresence of foreign capital, French,
English, Dutch or German, and the mindset of the Western zone. This led to the emergence of
modern European-specific institutions in the fields of diplomacy, economics, fashion, culture and
architecture. The city becomes a cosmopolitan one, even if it still retains its "fiercely of
merchants" character.
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Its importance increases with the presence in the area of prestigious international bodies,
such as the European Commission of the Danube which "began its activity on November 4, 1856,
establishing its headquarters in Galati and, by a succession of treaties, agreements, arrangements
and conventions operated until the Belgrade Conference in August 1948.”%

Something gratifying and worthy is the fact that, from the beginning of the 19™ century,
the city of Galati will have a remarkable, heterogeneous intellectual elite, having among its ranks
teachers, physicians, lawyers, and engineers, who, especially important for the society of that
time, had completed their education abroad, usually in France, but also in Vienna in the Habsburg
Empire or Berlin and had taken on a part of the Western mindset.

This elite will evolve together with the society to which it belonged, and after 1900, it will
also increase thanks to the economic development of the city, the previously mentioned
development, contributing decisively to the establishment and support of some cultural
institutions, organizing high-performance activities appraised by the entire Romanian society

The "stories" that we will briefly present in the following pages "will promote the cultural
and historical heritage of the old Danube port that foreign writers called the Venice and
Amsterdam of the Black Sea, the only international port of the Danube’”®

¥Stanciu, Stefan, Romania, and the European Danube Commission. Diplomacy, Sovereignty, International Cooperation, PAX AURORA MUNDI
PublishingHouse, Galati, 2002, p. 10.
3¥Bodea, Valentin, Historical monuments and personalities from the city of Galati, SINTEZE Publishing House, Galati, 2015, p. 225
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Historical heritage
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1. Prehistory

The history of these places is lost in the mists of time, at the level of prehistory, with

beginnings in the paleolithic, continued in the area of the Starcevo - Cris Neolithic culture (approx.
6500 - 4500 BC), Neolithic called the "Old European Civilization" by the well-known researcher
Marija Gimbutas.
Considered by some specialists to be a real "revolution", the neolithic (or ref. - new stone age)
would be characterized in general terms by a slow evolution of quantitative accumulations of the
human community and by a relatively stable way of life. These aspects werehighlightedbythe
extensive archaeologicalresearchcampaignsundertaken in the southern region of Moldova, on
the current territory of GalatiCounty, whichwerecompletedbymanydocumentary -
scientifictestimoniesregardingthediscovery ~ of = manyancientandEneolithichumansettlements
"located on the lower terrace of the Brates lake and the two Catusa and Malina ponds, from the
surroundings of Galati."*® Throughout the evolution, numerous Neolithic cultures appeared in
well-established geographical areas, which essentially contributed to the development of ancient
human society. Our reference area is the component of the area of the Starcevo - Cris Neolithic
culture (approx. 6500 - 4500 BC) which goes from the Serbian Banat to the left of the Prut.

Later, the Arius — Cucuteni - Tripoje complex (approx. 4500 - 3500 BC) will expand here,
which goes from Eastern Transylvania to the Dnieper Valley, found in the Southern part of
Moldova through the Stoicani - Aldeni cultural feature (approx. 3800 - 3500 BC) and the Cucuteni
A culture (approx. 3500-3300 BC), considered to be unique in Europe by Marija Gimbutas, for its
quality ceramics, similarities found only in China!

A transition period follows (the Eneolithic) which ensures the transition from the Neolithic
to the Bronze Age, characterized by the end of the "Old European Civilization", as Marija
Gimbutas calls the Neolithic, due to the invasion of the Indo-Europeans (our ref. - migratory
populations of cattle breeders and warriors) in the Carpathian - Danube area.

The Indo-Europeanization of South-Eastern Europe was essentially a linguistic
phenomenon that led to the crystallization of the Indo-European linguistic group of the Thracians
on the current territory of our country.

*Costel llie, Mircea Nicu, ArchaeologicalsitesandpointsfromGalaticounty, in Danubius, no.XX, 2002, p. 5
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Regarding them, Alexandru Boldur certifies that "the Indo-Europeans settled in the valleys of
Europe, in the area of the Rhine and the Caspian Sea. The primitive homeland of the Thracians lay
in the crown of the Carpathian Mountains and to the North and East of these mountains and has
existed since 3000 - 2500 BC, as well as in the years 1000 - 800 BC.

During this entire period, we consider that we can talk about “The Great Thrace.”*°

Tribes of cattle breeders and farmers, the Thracians also ensured a strong development of
bronze metallurgy ascertained by the deposits of sickles, celts (our ref - axes), and bronze spears
from Sendreni, Sivita, Balabanesti, Rogojeni, Siganesti.

From an archaeological point of view, all these achievements are included in the area of
the Noua culture, which includes the territory of Moldavia and the Transylvanian Plateau (approx.
14" century - 12 century BQ).

The founders of this culture, populations of farmers and shepherds, moving periodically
from one place to another in search of pastures, laid the foundations of pendular pastoralism in
this part of South-Eastern Europe. At the end of this period, we find mentions of groups of the
Thracian population, the Missians or the Moesi and the Phrygians - as allies of the Trojans in the
great conflagration that was reproduced in Homer's "lliad", of the 13" century BC.

“°Alexandru Boldur, History of Bessarabia. Contributionstothestudy of Romanian History. vol I, "The Old Ages", Dreptatea PublishingHouse,
Chisinau, 1937, p. 7
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2. Antiquity

Ancient cradle of civilization, located at the crossroads of old trade routes, as well as at the
confluence of the great waters, between the Danube, Siret, Prut, and Lake Brates, the territory of
Galati County will experience extensive economic and socio-cultural development, starting from
the 13" century BC, period generically known as the Iron Age consisting of the Halstatt period
(our ref - first iron age) and the La Tene period (the second iron age).

The oldest records regarding the ancient civilization East of the Carpathians can be found
in the Slavic - Romanian Chronicles, from the 15 - 16" centuries, "so that the things that
happened in the past times and dominions and have reached us are not buried in the grave of
oblivion.”*

Later, the Moldavian chroniclers Grigore Ureche, Miron Costin, Nicolae Costin, and
DimitrieCantemir will try to present some aspects of Romanianness, to know the origin of
Romanians.

"The town of Galati developed from an old Dacian settlement existing at the ford of the Danube
in the 6th-5th centuries BC. During the preparation of the two wars against the Dacians, 101 - 102
and 105 - 106, it will know the influence of Roman civilization, being dependent, probably on the
Roman military camp at Barbosi (in the western part of the city, on the promontory of Tirighina),
the penetration area of Christianity in Moldova. Here, in 1979, the grave of the Christian Innocens,
a Dacian who Romanised his name, was discovered.”*

The research of archaeologists S. Sanie, I. T. Dragomir, R. Vulpe showed that "the region
between the Siret, the Danube and the Black Sea, the Prut River and the Tulucesti - Serbesti
Valley, was part, in whole or in part, of the Roman Empire during the 1% - 3rd centuries AD.”*3

The Roman authority over the south of Moldavia was felt since the interventions of
Tiberius Plautius Silvanus Aelianus, the governor of Moesia in 57 — 67 AD, at the north of the
Dunarea de Jos and the Black Sea, thus, the mentioned region became a safe zone for the
southern territories of the Roman Empire, "at that time, the ancient Milesian colony of Tyras also
came under the protection of Rome, as shown by the change of era and the use of the Roman

“'The Slavic - Romanian Chroniclesfromthe XV-XVI, published by loan Bogdan (revisedandcompletededitionby P.P. Panaitescu), Bucharest, 1959, p. 9
“*Paltanea, Paul, Galati, City of Lindens, PAPER PRINT PublishingHouse, Galati, 2010, p. 2

“Zugravu, Nelu, History of North-DanubeRomanity (2nd - 8th centuries), ContributionstotheEthnogenesis of the Romanians, lasi, European
HistoryandCivilization Centre, 1994, p. 115
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instead of the lonian calendar from 65 AD, as well as the numerous coins beginning with the reign
of Domitian .”* That policy was determined by the movements
in the north areas north of the Danube mouths and the Black Sea by the advance of the
Sarmatians - lazigi to the west, which endangered the Danube possessions of the Roman state.
Southern Moldavia was certainly incorporated into the province of Moesia Inferior only after
Trajan's military actions in the first Dacian - Roman war (101 - 102).

After the events at the beginning of Hadrian's reign, this status will be preserved only by
the area south of the Tulucesti - Serbesti rampart and the bridge ends to the left of the Danube
Mouths, where archaeological and epigraphic discoveries ascertain the presence of the Romans.

Under military terms, several units were stationed in that region at certain times.

Thus, in Barbosi, detachments from Legio V Macedonica (between 106 - 168) and Legio I
Italica (between 168 - 275) are mentioned, as well as Cohors Il Mattiacorumand Classis Flavia
Moesica, which had one of its bases here (2" - 3™ centuries). These units had an important role in
the activation of Roman life in the area, all the more so since, as shown by the archaeological
discoveries from Barbosi, civil settlements developed around some military camps, where the
presence of the Getic - Dacian element is certified by numerous traces.

Economically, the southern part of Moldova has a special place. As can be seen from the
archaeological discoveries, an important trade route passed here, coming from Central Asia and
Crimea, passing through Tyras and Barbosi, heading towards Dacia through the Bretcu pass and,
from here, through the lands of the free Dacians in the west and north - the west of the province
towards Pannonia and the western provinces of the Roman Empire. The ethnic-demographic
character was quite composite. First of all, the local Getic - Dacian element stands out,
ascertained by the remains of settlements, houses, and ceramic fragments of the purest
autochthonous tradition.

At the same time, various Roman products are found in all forms of local's habitat, which is
a very significant indicator of the progress of economic Romanization.

The Roman character of the spiritual life in some settlements in the Roman south of Moldova is
proven, first of all, by the Latin language.

This is supported by the inscriptions discovered at Barbosi: 14 Latin epigraphs, numerous
tiles, shingles, and bricks stamped with Latin letters. In other news, from a religious point of view,

*“1dem, p.115
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some of the inhabitants of the reference area had integrated themselves into the Roman spiritual
universe.

The discoveries from Barbosi are the most spectacular in this respect: numerous
inscriptions and cultural monuments ascertain the worship of Roman and Greek-Hellenistic
divinities: Bacchus - Dionysos, Eros, Fortuna, Hercules, Venus, Hygia, Aesculap. More recent
discoveries have also documented the penetration of the first elements of Christianity as certified
by: "a nacre crucifix, a nacre pendant cross which is for sure Christian (first half of the 3™ century),
two ceramic fragments that could contain inscriptions with Christian character and a W-E oriented
inhumation tomb with a gold fibula bearing the inscription INNOCENS, which is part of the early
Christian onomastics (the tomb is coin-dated of Claudius Il Gothicus)."*> Roman rule in southern
Moldavia followed the same coordinates as in the case of Dacia. Certain territories have been
abandoned since the beginning of Hadrian's reign, with the Romans continuing to control the
Barbosi area and the mouths of the Danube. The abandonment of that area was made in the
context of the dramatic events that affected the eastern part of the Empire from the middle of
the 3™ century, more precisely during the time of the emperors Gallienus - Aurelian. However,
even after 275, the Romans kept some bridge ends north of the Danube, such as the one at
Barbosi.

3. The middle ages

The renowned historian Paul Paltanea from Galati pointed out that "The location of Galati
at the crossroads of two major international roads, which ensured the circulation of goods from
the northern world to the Byzantine one, but also from western Europe to eastern Tartary, was a
favorable economic situation for a rural settlement consolidated in the 13* century, a reality
proven by the archaeological materials discovered following the excavations carried out on the
southern side of the Precista Church.”®

The increase in economic activity during the 14 century, supported by the rural and
artisan population will make the settlement evolve towards a higher status of townlet (city) with
the port as its central axis.

#S. Sanie, in ANRW, 11/18.2, p.1272
*p3ltanea Paul, op.cit, p.3
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The port of Galati will be over time one of the terminals of the great European trade, its
development is in close correlation with the presence of foreign merchants, namely Greek,
Jewish, Armenian or Italian merchants.

This process will be amplified after the Turks will conquer Chilia and the Cetatea Alba (t. n. -
White Citadel) (July - August 1484), the "gates of Moldavia", as the Musatine voivode Stephen the
Great called them.

As result, Galati remained the only free Romanian port on the Danube, and starting from
the 17" century they would become an economic center of reference, something pointed out by
the ruler-scholar DimitrieCantemir in his famous work "DescriptioMoldaviae" (our ref - awarded
by the Academy from Berlin), showing that this was "the most famous trade fair on the whole
Danube".

Foreign travelers passing through Galati in the 17" century are impressed by the
abundance of food (especially fish) found in the market square and their very low prices.

The abundance of fish impresses the Italian merchant Tommaso Alberti who stated on
December 3, 1612, that: "l found plenty and good fish at a very cheap price.”%

Around the square, which was not far from the Danube, where most of the stalls
were owned by churches, monasteries, merchants, and craftsmen. The goods, especially those
brought from the East, were sold in fairs all over the country, but also in Bucharest, as well as in
Transylvania. A French traveler noted in 1676, that "after lasi, Galati is the most important city of
Moldavia.”*®

The upward economic and demographic evolution (in the middle of the 17" century, there
were approximately 3000 inhabitants and 300 houses) Galati should have reached in the 18"
century and the first decades of the 19" century will be disrupted and stopped in the context of
Turkish and Tatars raids, over which five Russo - Turkish wars fought on the territory of Moldova
(1711, 1736 - 1739, 1768 - 1774, 1789 - 1791, 1806 - 1812) overlapped, the peak being the burning of
the city during the Greek Eteria (1821)!

In @ complementary way, on top of all these shortcomings, the particularly harsh Russian
occupation will be superimposed, which will surpass the abuses of the Ottomans (our ref - often

Y1dem
“Ibidem
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the "pagans" will behave more gently than the Russian or Austrian "Christian brothers"),
supplemented by ten plague epidemics, some of them lasting, intermittently, for two years!

4. The Modern Era

Starting with the 19" century, in the context of a clarification of the balance of forces in
the area, the city will experience an unprecedented economic and demographic development,
being influenced in part by the implementation of the Organic Regulation in Moldova (January
1/12, 1832) and the establishment of the Porto - Franco regime, by the efforts of ruler
MihailSturdza, starting on June 1, 1837. From this moment, the main financial and economic actors
of the area, bankers, shipowners, and merchants from all over the world will open commercial
offices, import-export houses in Galati, navigation agencies, and important states establish their
consulates which, by 1930, were 20.

"Austria will be the first power to deal, in 1775, with the Ottoman Porte for "a useful trade
on the Danube, in the Black Sea" to be able to settle navigation companies, which have also been
active, establishing goods warehouses in Galati, appraised in 1806 by the Austrian consul in lasi, as
an important port and warehouse. Russia would not attempt to compete with Austrian navigation
but would establish, in 1775, the first consulate in the city. (our ref - the emphasis is ours), France
and England being able to create their vice-consulates only in 1805."

Following the Crimean War, held between 1853 - 1856, a conflict considered by Orlando
Figes as "one of the last religious wars", at the Paris Peace Congress in 1856, the representatives
of the seven Great Powers (England, France, the Kingdom of Sardinia, the Habsburg Empire,
Prussia, the Ottoman Empire, and the Tsarist Empire) within the framework of the general
negotiations on the settlement of the "Eastern crisis", as the diplomats of the time called the
state of the Ottoman Empire, determined by the economic interests of their countries, extended
the rules of the international river regime for the lower course of the Danube as well.

Therefore, for a part of the maritime sector, downstream from Isaccea to the Black Sea, a
European Commission will be established, made up of delegates (commissioners) appointed by
the governments of the seven Great Powers who, for two years, were empowered to conduct
studies, to draw up designs and perform those urgent and necessary works at one of the mouths
of the river to secure the navigation of all vessels of goods and passengers, regardless the flag.
Later, by the Peace Treaty concluded in Paris, on March 30, 1856, for the other part of the Danube
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course, between Isaccea and Portile de Fier - Cataracte, it was foreseen the establishment of a
riverside commission with the task of compiling the navigation and police regulations, to
coordinate the technical works on the channel and ensure free navigation on the river, taking
over the European Commission's powers after the end of its mandate for the Isaccea - Black Sea
sector.

The Riverside Commission was never established and never functioned until the end of the
First World War!

"The European Danube Commission began its work on November 4, 1856, establishing its
headquarters in Galati and, by a succession of treaties, agreements, arrangements, and
conventions, it operated until the Belgrade Conference in August 1948"%°

At the inaugural meeting on November 4, 1856, "the representatives of the Great Powers
took part: Chevalier Becke, from Austria, Edouard Engelhard, from France, John Stokes, from
England, Bitter, from Prussia, Baron de Offenberg, from the Tsarist Empire, Marquis d'Aste from
Sardinia and Omer Pasha from the Ottoman Empire.””°

The headquarters of the European Danube Commission, the current County Library "V. A.
Urechia", was built on Mihai Bravu Street, number 6, "in 1896, more precisely on April 29, the final
acceptance of the building takes place, in the presence of the chief engineer of the European
Danube Commission, Carl Kuhl.””’

In the Palace of the European Danube Commission, the General Secretariat
functioned, the archive and the library were kept, and the plenary sessions were held.

Returning to the city evolution, this, like the case of the Romanian Principalities in general,
was beneficially influenced by the Union of 1859, which together with the reign of Alexandru loan
Cuza(1859 - 1866), brought to the city, from the beginning, a series of improvements, to reach a
large trading market and the main port of the Principalities.

This fact is also proven by the increase in the number of foreign vessels that docked at
Galati, from 911 to 1147.

“9Stanciu, Stefan, Romania, and the European DanubeCommission. Diplomacy, Sovereignty, International Cooperation, PAX AURORA MUNDI
PublishingHouse, Galati, 2002, p. 10.

>°Bodea, Valentin, HistoricaMonumentsandPersonalitiesfromthe City of Galati, SINTEZE PublishingHouse, Galati, 2015, p. 147.

>'ldem,p.151
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The ruler's interest also turned to the development of other aspects of everyday life.

In terms of culture, new primary schools will be established and on October 26, 1864, the
"Alexandru loan I" Higher School of Commerce will be inaugurated.

Spiritually, the establishment of the "Dunarea de Jos" Episcopate on November 17, 1864,
based in Ismail, shepherded by Bishop MelchisedecStefanescu, will also influence the growth of
the city's cultural prestige.

In addition to all these mentioned aspects, we must also mention the permanent
performances of the band led by the talented actress FaniTardini. Foreigners will now find that
Galati was "a great city where you could get lost."

The reforming policy initiated by the prince of the Union - Alexandru loan | will be
continued during the long reign of King Carol | (May 10, 1866 — September 27 [ October 10, 1914), a
reign surpassed in the annals of our national history only by that of Stephen the Great (1457 -

1504).

Followed by that of the nephew Ferdinand the Unifier (1914 — July 20, 1927), they will
ensure for Galati, both the development of the institutions created during the reign of Alexander
loan |, as well as the appearance of new ones, required by the expansion of industry and trade.

Concretely, in the field of small and medium-sized industry, from the few existing factories
in 1870, it will reach 41 in 1908, their activity being supported by the new legislative framework
created by the Law for the Encouragement of National Industry, of February 3, 1912.

Their activity was supported by a growing rate of massive grain export, surviving periods
of crisis, such as that of 1873 - 1877, caused by the tense situation in the Balkan Peninsula and that
of 1890.

Concerning this last aspect (our ref. - we are talking about the Russian - Romanian -
Turkish War of 1877 - 1878, also known as the Romanian Independence War) it is necessary to
remember the efforts made by the people of Galati in the spring of 1877 to arm the Romanian
army with American rifles Peabody, through the city circulating the call "Let's go work, but,
citizens of Galati, let's give everything for Romania, which is fighting for life."
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"By autumn, 18,000 francs had been collected on the subscription lists spread around the
city. With other subscription lists, money was collected for the construction of a special hospital
for the wounded. The action was supported by the poet VasileAlecsandri, who lectured for this
goal, and by the band of the artist FaniTardini. The hospital was completed in September 1877.
After the Independence War, it became “ElisabetaDoamna” Galati Charity Hospital.”>*

During the military actions, the soldiers of the Galati regiments participated in the
conquest of the Rahova and Plevna redoubts. The unfair occupation of Southern Bessarabia
following the Russian — Romanian - Turkish War (1877 - 1878) by the Tsarist Empire, an "ally" of the
young Romanian state, following the Treaty of Berlin (1878), led to a forced evacuation of the
administrative institutions in the area, some being established in Galati.

This territorial abduction by the great "ally" was commented on in the "Voice of Covurlui"
newspaper as follows: "If after so many sacrifices this will be our reward... May God have mercy
on these loyal, hardworking, and brave people”>?

The state seemed to be favorable for the city on the Danube, however, the local media of
the time claimed that for the organization of Dobrogea (our ref - received by Romania in
"compensation" for Southern Bessarabia), the city had to become "the great center of the entire
movement in that province, here it must be settled the Staff from where to set the pace of
commerce, instruction, justice, as of the Church.”>*

In this respect, a motion was voted on and sent to the Legislatures that mentioned the
desire to settle in Galati, the Dunarea de Jos Bishopric, the Theological Seminary, and the Normal
School, which until then resided in the south of Bessarabia, a request that was accepted.

As a result, the Bishopric of Dunarea de Jos was established on Mihai Bravu Street, near
the Public Garden, with the Theological Seminary located in its vicinity.

The Church of St. Nicholas will become the Episcopal Cathedral, where services will be
held, until August 6, 1917, when the current Cathedral was consecrated.

The Normal School also operated on Mihai Bravu Street, in the former houses of the
Covurlui Magistrate Costache Negri, currently the headquarters of the Chamber of Commerce,
Industry, and Agriculture in Galati.

>?*P3ltanea, Paul, op.cit, p8
3 |dem, p.9
> Ibidem
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The new school institutions '"transplanted" here will contribute to increasing the
importance of the city in the cultural and educational field, together with the previous ones,
among which we mention: the Higher School of Commerce, the Gymnasium established on
August 26, 1867, and declared as high school on September 1, 1887, today the "VasileAlecsandri"
National College and the Girls' Secondary School, opened on October 1, 1878, currently the
"MihailKogalniceanu" National College.

The outbreak of the First World War (1914 - 1918), following the assassination on June 28,
1914, in Sarajevo, of Archduke Franz Ferdinand (our ref - heir to the Austro-Hungarian throne)
finds Romania in a state of neutrality, but the media and public opinion from Galati were engaged
in the fight for the union of Romanians in a single unitary national state.

The calls spread through the city and declared: "Romanians, be ready..Wake up the

wanderers and the sold, and those overwhelmed by business, and prove to them that the time has
come!”?
Following Romania's entry into the war on the side of the Entente, the troops of the 11" Siret
Regiment participated in all the major battles in which the Romanian army was engaged. At the
same time, the inhabitants of the city ensured the shelter of the refugees coming from the
territory occupied by the armies of the Central Powers.

The attack on the city on January 7 - 8, 1918 by the Tsarist Bolshevized troops was repelled
by "a handful of inhabitants, only about 500 (military, policemen, firemen, sailors from several
military vessels in the port, but also civilians, among them, being teachers and students), stopping
the horde of 12,000 Russians, very well armed, including several dozen large cannons, who
wanted to cross, armed, into Bessarabia.”®

>Paltdnea, op.cit, p.10
®Victor Cilinca, GALATI HISTORICAL ALPHABET, PublishingHouse of theDunarea de Jos Cultural Centre, Galati, 2021, p. 152
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5. Contemporary Period

With the end of "La Grande Guerre" (1914 - 1918), the newly created Great Romania by
uniting all the territories inhabited by Romanians, the dream of so many generations, will become
a much wider economic, social and political framework, its territory expanding, and the
population growing by 118%!

Demographically, Galati will reach a population of 150,000 inhabitants quite quickly, settled
on an area of 150 ha.

Economically, as a result of the need to adapt to the new economic structures, newly
created economic companies will be imposed, based on large concentrations of Romanian and
foreign capital. The statistics for the year 1926 stated that there were approximately 160
enterprises in the city, with a social capital exceeding 650 million lei!

Some of these enterprises experienced a spectacular evolution, as was the case of the
Naval Shipyard, which, starting from a more modest capital of 4 million lei in 1918, will reach 150
million lei in 1938.

The year 1938 is considered the peak moment of the Romanian economy and implicitly of
the reign of King Carol Il (June 8, 1930 - September 6, 1940), a year whose economic
performances have not been equaled even today, unfortunately!

In terms of the economic specificity of the city, it should be noted that the largest
percentage of the employed workforce was in the textile industry, Galati being at the forefront of
this activity.

Something gratifying and worthy of appreciation is the fact that, from the beginning of the
19“‘ century, the city of Galati will have a remarkable, heterogeneous intellectual elite, having
among them teachers, physicians, lawyers, and engineers, who, especially important for the
society of that time, had completed their education abroad, usually in France but also in Vienna in
the Habsburg Empire or Berlin and had taken on a part of the Western mindset.

This elite will evolve together with the society to which it belonged, and after 1900, it will
also increase thanks to the economic development of the city, the previously mentioned
development, contributing decisively to the establishment and support of some cultural
institutions, organizing high-performance activities valued by the entire Romanian society.

An urge of this elite, which must be highlighted, is "the one that generated in 1907 the

appearance of the Cultural Circle intended to develop the taste for art and science, since its
members formed, in 1909, the Organizing Committee for the erection of the monument of the
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poet Mihai Eminescu, made by sculptor Frederic Storck and unveiled in the Municipal Park on
October 16, 1911.”> The activity of the Cultural Circle will be continued after the war by
the famous "Intim-club", considered by its contemporaries a "solemn Academy", chaired by the
distinguished surgeon Alexandru Carnabel, established in Galati in 1903.

As part of the "Intim-club", together with local personalities, and famous names of the
time and beyond, including Elena Vacarescu, the writer DuiliuZamfirescu and the great historian A.
D. Xenopol, will hold various conferences.

In this atmosphere of the beginning of the 20" century, in 1905, the writer Jean Bart ran a
"Literary Salon", and in 1922, together with professor H. Sanielevici, edited the "Curentulnou" (t.
n. - New wave) magazine.

A substantial contribution to the evolution of the Galati cultural movement was made by
the Cultural Society "V. A. Urechia" established at the end of 1919, to build a "palace" of the
Library. As part of this effort, the society will organize for two decades an impressive number of
artistic events to raise the funds necessary for this construction, in which prominent cultural and
political personalities of the era will collaborate, among which we mention professors Dr. I.
Cantacuzino, Dr. G Marinescu, the writer MihailSadoveanu, Al. Vaida - Voevod was the first
minister in the 1919 - 1920 government, but also French lecturers from the University of Bucharest,
lasi, and Cluj, who worked between 1924 - 1925.

The policy of knowledge of French civilization was prolonged until 1939, by exhibitions
organized by "L'Alliance Francaise", in the context of the very close relations existing between
France and the Kingdom of Romania.

Thus, on October 21, 1922, for example, the city of Galati will be awarded "La Croix de la
Guerre" by General Henri Mathias Berthelot (!) the former head of the French military mission in
Romania during the First World War.

The Public Library of the French Consulate was turned in 1936 into the Institute of Culture.

In April 1938, the Institute of Italian Culture appeared in Galati, due to the interest of the
Italian Institute from Bucharest in the existence of Italian books in the collection of the "V. A.
Urechia" Library, but also the imperial ambitions of the fascist dictator Benito Mussolini to make
Italy's presence felt at the mouths of the Danube.

The German Cultural Institute is also now being established.

’Paltanea, Paul, op.cit, p.11.
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In 1934, a branch of the Royal Foundation led by Professor lon Tohaneanu was established
in Galati, within which the lecture cycle "Great Romanians at the end of the 17t century" will take
place, supported by the lectures of Mircea Eliade, George Calinescu and Serban Cioculescu.

The problems of the Galati and national economy were debated at the Export Academy,
which opened on January 20, 1932, during a conference of the famous politician and economist of
that time, Grigore Trancu - lasi.

The concert activity was present between1925 - 1937, by the performances of the
"CantareaDunarii" (t.n — Songs to the Danube) Musical Society led by M. C. Fulger.

The concert of George Enescu on October 20, 1936, was a special event and he was
accompanied by Ghita Mendel — Schapira, a native of Galati.

Enescu had also given concerts in Galati on February 26, March 5 and November 5, 1918, in
his concert campaign on the front line, during the First World War (1914 - 1918).
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Cultural Heritage
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Archdiocese of Dunarea de Jos - Cathedrals, Churches, Monasteries

"Precista" Church

The"Precista" fortified church, dedicated to the "Assumption of the Virgin Mary", is the
oldest historical monument in Galati!!!

In the 17™ century, it fulfilled a double purpose: a place of worship and a defense fortress
against invaders. It was built between the years 1643 -1 647, during the reign of Vasile Lupu, by
brothers Dia and Serbu, sons of Coman (mother, Teodora), merchants from Braila, and Constantin
Teodor from Galati, the son of the first founder of this church. Massive stone and brick from the
Roman camp at Tirighina - Barbosi were used in its construction!

The church was consecrated in September 1647 and dedicated to the Vatoped monastery of
Mount Athos.

The architecture of the church is Romanian and has some specific elements: the bell tower
is equipped with ramparts, which could be used for observing the Danube Valley, and in case of
need it became a defense fortification. The tower, consisting of two levels, is equipped with a
secret room (room) for hiding jewelry and valuables, with two ramparts and an access door,
probably to a balcony. The second level was provided with windows and ramparts.

Another element of defense is the reinforced bridge, made up of two parts, one above the
nave and the other above the altar. The bridge is equipped with 28 ramparts.

In the masonry, between the rows of bricks, the stone is used, a technique not used in
other Moldovan churches built in the same period.

The "Precista" church endured all the vicissitudes of the times, being burned in 1711 by the
Turks, and destroyed in the Russian — Turkish - Austrian wars of 1735 - 1739 and 1769 - 1774.

In 1821, the Turks destroyed and looted the church again. The church was rebuilt and
restored in 1829 and 1859. It was also restored between 1953 - 1957, after which the church was
turned into a museum. In the period 1991 - 1994, the "Precista" church underwent another
restoration and was returned to the Orthodox cult.
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The Archbishop’s Cathedral in Galati

The archiepiscopal cathedral in Galati is the largest religious edifice in Galati, being a
symbol of the city, having "Saint Andrew and Saint Nicholas" as its patron.

The foundation stone of the cathedral was laid on April 27, 1906, by the bishop of the
Dunarea de Jos, Pimen Georgescu, in the presence of the founders - the heir family to the throne
of the Kingdom of Romania: Prince Ferdinand, who would become the "Unifier" and Maria, the
future queen of the Romanians "hearts".

Built according to the plans of the architects PetreAntonescu and Stefan Burcus, the
construction will last until 1917 (our ref - the effort of the people of Galati to complete this
architectural endeavor in the terrible conditions of the First World War is meritorious), having the
following sizes: an external length of 37m and a height of 42.5 m.

Subject to the vicissitudes of time: the earthquake of 1940 (when the big tower collapsed)
and the one of 1977, it will be restored by the architect Eugen Chefeneaux according to a project
of the architect StavruCosifide and the engineer E.Sataru.

The painting was redone by Niculina Dona.

It will be reconsecrated on July 7, 1957, and in 2006 in the presence of 16 members of the
Holy Synod of the Romanian Orthodox Church and Metropolitan Ephrem of Ydra, Spetses, and
Aegina - Greece at one century from laying the foundation stone and a decade from bringing the
relics of "the first called" St. Andrew the Apostle in Romania for the first time.

Saint Nicholas Church

Built-in 1776 by Mr. MihailRacovita, the "Saint Nicholas" Church was dedicated to the
"Saint Catherine'" monastery on Mount Sinai.

It is the only church in Romania where an ecumenical patriarch served: it is the patriarch
AtanasiePatelarie who served for 11 years in this church after being expelled from Constantinople
by the Turks.

The church had small sizes and a three-lobed plan.

The construction year is marked in the foundations and flooring of the current church.

During the revolution of 1821, the church was burned by the Turks.

The construction of the current church began in 1839, by the contribution of the
parishioners of Galati and the offering of 200 guldens from Constantine, the Archbishop of Sinai,
where the "Saint Nicholas" Church was worshipped.
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The consecration took place in 1845.

In this church, in 1806, the Russian general Prozorovsky, marshal of the Russian army in the
Principality, was buried.

The general's daughters donated jewels to the church and opened an account of 10,000
rubles at the bank in Odessa, whose interest was to be sent to the church every ten years, but the
money was sent only once.

In 1825, the first consul of Austria - Hungary, losifManzuoli de Corolari, was also buried at
the "Saint Nicholas" Church in Galati.

From 1878 to 1917 it served as the episcopal cathedral of the Diocese of Dunarea de Jos
after the seat of the Diocese moved from Ismail to Galati.

Following the earthquake of 1903, the church suffered deep degradation.

The "Saint Nicholas" church has a nave-shaped plan, divided by two rows of columns.

On the west wall and the first two octagonal columns in the church, the Pantocrator
tower, with a circular section is supported.

The carved wooden pediment separates the apse of the altar from the rest of the church.

The painting was redone after 1980 in very bright colors.

On the outside, the church has some Greek decorative elements: stacked Doric columns,
triangular pediments, and denticles.

The church from 1776 was smaller and had a three-lobed plan. The foundation is made of
river boulders, brickwork, a wooden frame, and a tin covering. Some of the icons of the church
come from the demolished churches: Saint George and Saint Friday.

The renovation of the church was carried out in several stages; in 1940 the steeple was
restored, between 1982 - 1984 the church was strengthened with a network of concrete pillars
and belts and in 1990 a new metal sheet cover was added.

“Sfintii Trei lerarhi” (t. n - "Three Holy Hierarchs") Church

Located in the Centre of Galati, on the upper bank of the Danube, the "SfintiiTreiHierarhi"
church, founded by the poor fishermen from this "slum", is one of the oldest places of worship in
the city.

The third place of worship on the same site (the first two disappearing over time), almost a
century and a half old, built between 1871 - 1886, the church was renewed by consolidation,
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repair, and beautification works, performed between 2004 - 2012, being re-consecrated on
November 27 by IPS Father Casian of the Lower Danube and IPS Metropolitan Dionisie of Corinth.

The spiritual "renewal" of the church also comes from the fact that, along with ministering
priests, members of the Council and the Parish Committee, as well as other benefactors and
volunteers of all ages are involved in various educational, missionary, cultural, and social-
philanthropic programs.

Schools

If the schools represent the impressive cultural heritage of our city, unfortunately, we have
to mention that at the current moment, at the level of the county and especially of the city of
Galati, the state is as follows: "At the level of Galati County, a process of progressive decrease of
the school population is observed. In 2008, it was 8.3% lower than in 2003, the downward trend is
constantly seen throughout the reference period. The decrease in the school population leads to
the reduction of educational units (by 3.9% less compared to 2004) and teaching staff (by 6.6%
compared to 2004)."%®

There are several 506 educational units of which 255 kindergartens served by 952 teachers,
138 primary and secondary schools served by 3472 teachers, 32 high schools of which: 16 high
schools and theoretical colleges, 10 technical high schools, 1 agricultural high school, 3 economic
high schools, 1 art high school, 1 high school of physical education and sports program, 1
theological seminary with several 20,950 students and 1,497 teaching staff and only 2 schools of
arts and crafts.

Regarding higher education, two universities operate in the city of Galati: ""Dunarea de Jos
Galati" University and "Danubius" Galati University.

"Dunarea de Jos" Galati University was established in 1974, by the unification of two
traditional institutes of Galati - the Pedagogical Institute and the Polytechnic Institute.

"The newly created institution trained engineering staff for six fields of national interest,
unique until 1990 in Romanian university education: Land Improvements, Land Surveys,
Construction and Naval Transport, Food Industries, Fish Farming, and Fish Farming Techniques,
Refrigeration, all the education plans, classes, and reference materials being entirely designed by
the Galati teaching staff.

8DevelopmentStrategy of GalatiCounty 2010 - 2015. A new strategic approach of GalatiCounty, Project co-financed from the European Social Fund
through PODCA, SMIS code 3122, p. 128
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After 1990, "Dunarea de Jos" University in Galati operated with 16 faculties with an
enrolment of 18,000 students in 46 fields in the full-time, distance, and part-time bachelor levels.

The university organizes postgraduate master's studies lasting one or two years for
university graduates according to Law 288/2004 and Education Law no. 84/1995.

In the University there are ten doctoral schools where approximately 500 doctoral
students are trained under the guidance of 75 scientific doctoral supervisors.">°

»Danubius” Galati University is a higher education institution from Galati, with the status
of a legal entity under private law and of public utility, part of the national education system,
which operates under the provisions of Law no. 409/2002, regarding the establishment of the
"Danubius" University in Galati.

The emergence of this particular higher education institution was intended to be a
possibility of a state of competition, "intended to make better use of individual skills and the
highest knowledge in the studied fields, relieving the state of significant expenses about the
initial education of young people and the continuous training of adults."®

The university operates in a new building equipped with conference rooms, three
amphitheaters, over 30 lecture and seminar rooms, laboratories, reading rooms, and a book
depository, which will be completed in 2006 by a modern administrative office and a library of
European standards.

"Danubius" University has four faculties: Law, Economic Sciences, Communication
Sciences, and the Faculty of International Relations and European Studies.

"Overall, higher education in Galati County has seen an increase in the number of faculties
and the number of enrolled students. Most students follow the form of full-time education. The
number of teaching staff experienced a slight decrease in the reference period."®’

Libraries
In Galati County, there are 308 libraries, including two universities, 15 specialized, 229
schools, and 62 public libraries, with several 3,843,000 books and 117,000 registered readers.

>*DevelopmentStrategy of GalatiCounty 2010 - 2015. A new strategic approach of GalatiCounty, Project co-financed from the European Social Fund
through PODCA, SMIS code 3122, p. 130

Jdem

®'ldem,p.130

88



As a benchmark, we mention the "V. A. Urechia" Library established in 1869, through the
donation of a book fund by the academician Vasile Alexandrescu Urechia. Today, it has over
600,000 titles and over 150 newspaper and magazine subscriptions.

"In terms of services, the library has organized and has lending sections for adults and
children, a room with encyclopedic reference works, specialized reading rooms with 190 seats, a
listening and video room, alphabetical and systematic catalogs on cards for own collections,
printed catalogs for Romanian and foreign books, the online catalog of monographic
publications, specialized biographical information services, a bibliography of Galati county."®

Theatres

A similar success is also enjoyed by three theatrical institutions in the municipality of Galati,
as follows:

"Fani Tardini" Drama Theatre - Galati

The initiative to establish a dramatic theatre belonged to the senator and man of culture V.
A. Urechia, minister, university professor, and historical researcher of the European archives, the
first Romanian nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize, in the very first year when the prize was
awarded.

As a recognition of his prestige, his name will be placed on the vault of the Romanian
Athenaeum in Bucharest, as being the initiator of its project resembling the European cultural
institution.

The concern for theatrical art came before the actual establishment of the Dramatic
Theatre in Galati and is linked to the personality of FaniTardini.

The actress who will give the name of the Galata theatre has asserted herself since the
middle of the 19" century, in various performances, as follows:

Between 1851-1853, she will play in Galati together with other important actors of the time,
such as MihailPascaly, Matei Milo, I. Poni, in the popular shows of the time, "PuritaniiLondrei" and
"Vorba din Paris".

Later, in 1860, the actors led by Alexandru Vladicescu and FaniTardini performed in an
improvised place on Domneasca Street.

“DevelopmentStrategy of GalatiCounty 2010 - 2015. A new strategic approach of GalatiCounty, Project co-financed from the European Social Fund
through PODCA, SMIS code 3122, p. 134
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Later, in 1862, the foundations were laid for the construction of a theatre in Galati, by
drawing up a project approved by the ruler Alexandru loan Cuza, but which was never
accomplished, in the absence of the support of the government at that time.

In the years that followed, TeodorBurda noted in the "History of the Theatre in Moldova"
the existence of a special performance hall in Galati, built with the support of several theatre
lovers in the city, which included a large hall with a stage and a location intended for the
orchestra, where several plays were played.

Worthy of mention is the fact that, in 1866, the actress FaniTardini will request the
municipality of Galati for necessary funding for the construction of a theatre.

Another performance in which FaniTardini was involved took place in 1870 when the
actress came with her troupe to Galati and performed a show in the amphitheater in Via de la
Filantoff, located on Domneasca Street, with the song "Crazy lady from the seven towers" in her
repertoire.

Another important moment is the one in 1872, when the actress FaniTardini and Alexandru
Vladicescu settled in Galati, in a house on CuzaVoda Street at number 50.

The first performance of this troupe of FaniTardini in Galati will take place in 1880, with the
song "ldiotul" (t. n - The Idiot).

Being attached to a former member of the troupe, FaniTardini will organize a performance
for the benefit of the poet Mihai Eminescu, who was going through a difficult period at the time,
a fact reported by the "Romanian Courier" on December 8, 1887.

Shortly before his death, FaniTardini will perform for the Galati audience, in 1900, one
more show at the Papadopol Theatre in Galati, namely, the play "Cocina". She will die in 1908.

The death of V.A. Urechia, in 1901, was to stop the construction work of a "Cultural Palace"
which was to serve as a headquarters for a modern theatre.

In 1903, a committee, chaired by Bishop Pimen Georgescu and vice-chaired by Romania's
delegate to the European Danube Commission, General Pencovici, together with the then mayor
lon Bastache and other local dignitaries, collected money for the construction of this building, the
first donations coming from graduates of "Alecsandri" High School.

The "Cultural Palace" project was initially carried out by the architect S. G. Contifide and
completed in 1924, but the palace was too big and the costs were enormous, so, after a
competition, the Bucharest architect lon D. Enescu won. The plates with the drawings of the
facades, of a special charm, are kept in the Special Collections of the "V. A. Urechia".
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From 1924, work will begin on the current theatre building, known at the time as the "V. A.
Urechia", works that will be completed in 1941. They will be based on the building permit of the
newly named "Cultural Home of the Society", requested in 1933, which included the plans of the
architect Enescu, for 59 Domneasca Street.

The following year, the financial support of the Municipal (Local) Council of Galati was
requested, which will allocate one million lei for the completion of the works, but, unfortunately,
two million will be spent. A year later, being "partly finished", the completion of the building
required another four million.

During the Second World War, the head of the government, Marshal lon Antonescu,
initially refused to grant support of 20,000 lei. Following an investigation by the Ministry of
Culture, it emerged that an amount of nine million had been spent up to that moment. The
completion of this construction involved a financial effort of 11.5 million.

If in the beginning, Marshal lon Antonescu showed reluctance, later, in 1943, a difficult year
for the military operations of Romania (our ref - the Stalingrad disaster had occurred in the
meantime), he will still allocate the amount of 3.5 million lei to the City Hall, for the "Urechia"
Palace, the current "FaniTardini" Dramatic Theatre.

With the establishment of the communist regime in Romania, from September 1, 1955, the
State Theatre in Galati will operate through Council of Ministers Decision no. 2003 / September 16,
1955.

The opening of the current hall of the theatre will take place on December 30, 1956, with
the play "D’alecarnavalului” (t. n. “The Carnival”).

From a technical point of view, the current theatre building consists of a hall with 300
seats, its production workshops, and an Italian-style stage. The pediment of the building is a bas-
relief, made between 1956 and 1957 by the sculptor Mac Constantinescu, with heroes from
Romanian stories, Cosanzeana (t. n — Fairy), Fat-Frumos (t.n. — Prince Charming), the dragon, but
also the riches of the area: water, fish, grapes.

We have marked the main stages this cultural institution went, from the idea to its
accomplishment.

It must be stated that in the city on the Danube, concerns for theatrical art have existed
since the first half of the 19™ century, by the performances that took place around 1837, at the
Ventura Inn, near the Greek Church, with a theatre project from 1862, approved by ruler Cuza, but
unfinished, and where FaniTardini established her troupe in 1872. So, it was only on September 1,
1955, that we could officially talk about the establishment of a dramatic theatre.
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Since 1973, the State Theatre has been named the Galati Dramatic Theatre, and in 2000,
the Galati Dramatic Theatre becomes the "FaniTardini" Galati Dramatic Theatre.

Gulliver Theatre

The "Gulliver" theatre, originally located on 14 Eroilor Street, currently operates in the
"FaniTradini" Dramatic Theatre building, on 59 Domneasca Street, it was established in 1952 and,
in the beginning, it was called "Vasilache" Theatre.

The original headquarters of the Puppet Theatre dates from the last decade of the 19"
century.

"The building was designed and built in several stages, thus not having a unitary
conception in terms of the arrangement. This matter is also caused by the functions the building
has had over time. It was originally a residential house. Then, it seems it was the Turkish Consulate
in Galati, around 1897. Again, a residential house in the first half of the 20" century, then the
Puppet Theatre, after nationalization"®

From 1952, the Gulliver Theatre operated in this building - as it is known to the Galati public
- until its retrocession, in 2010. After the claim, the current owners sold the building to a Galati
company that intends to set up an administrative premise.

Unfortunately, the delay in the implementation of this plan has resulted in the
deterioration of the building in recent years.

The Gulliver Puppet Theatre continued its activity within the "FaniTardini" Dramatic
Theatre, at 59 Domneasca Street. The institution from Galati is among the most prestigious
theatre institutions for children in Romania, annually gathering the most representative people in
the field and an impressive number of audiences at the Guliver Festival found in its 29" edition.

Through this festival, the institution in Galati contributes to strengthening the relations
with other similar institutions in the country and abroad.

"Nae Leonard" National Theatre of Opera and Operetta - Galati

It is a cultural institution with a musical profile focused on performing various shows that
cover the entire range of the genre: opera, operetta, musicals, revue shows, children's shows,
concerts, recitals, etc.

®Marius Mitrof, counselor of the county Directorate for CultureandHeritage in Galati, an excerpt of the the daily newspaper "Viata Liber", article
by Remus Basalic

92



The Galati Musical Theatre was established in 1956, with the support of the Regional
People's Council. Previously, the period of the Second World War (1939 - 1945) was one of
deprivation in all areas of society, almost silencing the artistic life of the city, rarely publishing a
poster of a recital or a musical production.

Under the conditions of the establishment of the communist regime, after August 23, 1944,
the musical movement of our city was reborn. Since all kinds of events were organized under this
regime, musical life developed throughout the country, a fact that also led to changes in the
Galati cultural landscape.

Thus, in 1949, in Galati, an orchestra was established that would perform for the first time
at the very end of the same year. In the spirit of the era, it will hold performances in enterprises
that will become true cultural lessons for the Galati public.

The first amateur band was created in 1951, at the initiative of a group of young
enthusiasts, followed later, in 1955, by the symphony orchestra. In 1956, the doors of the Musical
Theatre will open, which today bears the name of the great tenor Nae Leonard.

Regarding the "prince of the operetta" (Nae Leonard), the one who gives the Theatre its
name, he was born in Galati, in December 1886, in the house on Moruzzi Street, a house without a
number, in the first quarter. His father, Constantin Naia, a mechanic, had no taste for music but
instead, his mother, Carolina, a sensitive woman who loved music, raised Leonard humming
famous arias. Unfortunately, in 1900, Leonard's mother passed away and after his father
remarried, the family moved to Bucharest, in the North Station area.

The young man begins to attend singing and violin lessons but is forced to drop his studies
because the uncle who paid for his schooling could no longer afford to continue supporting him
and Leonard was forced to give up his studies and work as a chorister.

He played in many famous plays: Traviata, Carmen, Masquerade Ball, The Bat, Cavalleria
Rusticana, Madame Butterfly, Viennese Blood, The Bird Seller, Bohemia, and Tosca.

Today, the National Theatre of Opera and Operetta in Galati bears his name and the
institution has annually organized the "Leonard Festival" since 2004.

The National Theatre of Opera and Operetta supports and organizes shows, participates in
cultural-artistic events and actions in the country and abroad, prepares artistic projects, and
organizes tours, festivals, and other artistic events.

Together with the other Theatres in Galati, it attracts and educates the young audience by
choosing shows and organizing various events for young people's education, promoting at
national and international levels artistic productions inspired by local and universal creation.
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Museums of Galati

"The beginning of the museum institution in Galati can be traced back to the donation of
books, documents, paintings, medals, coins, and other objects that Vasile Alexandrescu Urechia
made to the people of Galatiin 1889.
At the inauguration of the Library, an event that took place on November 11, 1890, in the premises of
the VasileAlecsandri High School, V. A. Urechia organized an exhibition with some bibliophile values,
documents, prints, lithographs, paintings..."%

"Paul Paltanea" History Museum

It is a county museum in Galati, located at 2 Mr. lancu Fotea Street (our ref - following the
retrocession of the building, the main office became the Al. I. Cuza Memorial House on the street
of the same name).

Its inauguration took place on January 24, 1939, at the 8o anniversary of the Union of the
Romanian Principalities, in the house that belonged to the Cuza family and where Alexandru loan
Cuza lived when he was a judge and magister of the Corvului county.

"The first exhibits of the CuzaVoda Museum, approximately 5,000 museum objects, were
donated by the spouses Ecaterina and Paul Pasa, who, in the premises of Primary School no. 6
boys from Galati, founded the first Regional Museum in Galati in 1913.

With this cultural heritage, the current "Paul Paltanea" History Museum in Galati began its
activity."®

During the Second World War, the museum was closed, the collections were evacuated
and some of them were lost. "The museum's heritage was enriched after 1949 when part of the
museum assets located at the "V. A. Urechia" Library was transferred to the Regional Museum of
History - Galati"®®

The scientific activity in the museum resumed around 1951 - 1952 when the organization of
the collections was started, the institution had a mixed profile until 1956, when the collections in
the field of natural sciences and fine arts were separated, with the establishment of the

%Antohe, lonela Daniela, Galati County Museum of History, a history of over a century, in the magazine Dundrea de Jos, no. 217, Restitutio in
integrum. Galati Museums, March 2020, p. 15

%Antohe, lonela Daniela, op. cit., p.15
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specialized Galati museums: "Rasvan Angheluta" Natural Sciences Museum Complex and the
Museum of Visual Arts. Later, the History Museum's collections were enriched by acquisitions and
archaeological research carried out in the southern part of Moldova and, in particular, in the
Roman camp at Tirighina - Barbosi (our ref - these being also accelerated by the construction of
the Galati Iron and Steel Plant in the area), currently reaching a heritage of over 50,000 cultural
goods, some of the exceptional importance.

The museum's heritage includes collections from various fields: archeology (Paleolithic
objects discovered at Plesa, Puricani, Sipote, Neolithic objects from the Cris culture, the votive
altar from Sendreni, Roman and medieval objects), numismatics, medallists, ethnography,
philately, decorative art, documents and writings from the modern and contemporary era, old
and rare books, technology, mass media and publications, memorial cultural goods, etc.

At present, the "Paul Paltanea" History Museum has seven museum sections, four of which
are in the Municipality of Galati, the most important being the Lapidarium section (which presents
to the visiting public 3 basic exhibitions, as follows: Archaeological landmarks in Dunarea de Jos,
Romanian Ambient - European Ambient and Traditional Civilization from the South of Moldova),
next to the" House of Collections" Museum- Tinc Pharmacy.

The latter, located at the crossroad of Eroilor and Traian streets, is linked to the personality
of Constantin Tinc, a great personality of the cultural, political, economic, and social life of Galati,
a member of the Society of Pharmacists from Romania, of the city's Hygiene Council, an officer of
Order of the Crown of Romania, municipal councilor and mayor of Galati, in 1898, 1904 - 1905, 1914
-1917 and senator from Covurlui, in the period 1907 - 1911.

Regarding the wealth of the institution's heritage, "the most impressive of the museum's
halls are certainly the one dedicated to SmarandaBraescu, nicknamed the queen of the air... No
less impressive is the hall dedicated to the most important name of Galati photographic art, from
the end of the 19" century - the beginning of the 20" century: George Maksay, Official
Photographer of the Royal Court."®’

To the four previously mentioned sections, three more are added in Galati County, as
follows: "Costache Negri" Memorial House (Costache Negri Commune), "Hortensia Papadat -
Bengescu" House Museum (Ivesti Commune), and "lon Avram Dunareanu Rural House" (Suhurlui
Commune).

"The museum building is declared a historical monument, having the code GL-1I-m-B-03046."

“’Domniteanu, Aurelia, Tinc Pharmacy - House of Collections, in Dunarea de Jos magazine, no. 217, Restitutio in integrum — GalatiMuseums, March
2020, p. 27

95



"Costache Negri" Memorial House
The memory of places marked by historical significance deserves to be perpetuated over
time. In the commune of Costache Negri (formerly Manjina) in the county of Galati, located
about 40 km from the city of Galati, there is the Costache Negri Memorial House (a section of
the Paul Paltanea Galati History Museum), housed in the former mansion of the Negri family.

As a man and as a supporter of the national interest, Costache Negri (1812-1876) was
sympathized, respected, and appreciated by his close friends and collaborators, by his
contemporaries, but also by the following generations, his place in the Pantheon of Romanian
personalities being clearly defined. In the modern history of Romanians, Costache Negri also
earned a special place through the role given to his estate at Manjina by the revolutionary
Pasoptists. It was here that Negri's friends met, frequently since 1845, to discuss the future
programmatic ideas of the revolutionary movement mentioned above. More eloquent than the
historians' considerations, in this context, are the memories of one of the regulars of the
Manijina manor at the time, the poet Vasile Alecsandri: "Two very distant points existed on the
face of the earth, where the Romanians of the new generation began to meet: one in France, in
the students' quarters in Paris, and the other in Moldova, atCostache Negri's estate."

The following generations, aware of the historical and affective significance of the former
Negri family estate (sold in the pre-unification period) in Galati County, considered it necessary
to recognize them as such and to give them their due role in local and national history. In 1908,
the old village of Manjina has decreed a commune and given the name of Costache Negri, and in
1943 (by Decree no. 2336/ 23 August 1943, signed by Marshal lon Antonescu) "The house and
park of the Great Vornic Costache Negri in the commune of Costache Negri (formerly Manjina),
Covurlui county, is classified as a historical monument" (apud Viorica Pisica, The House of
Costache Negri in Manjina - Historical Monument, in"Danubius", no. XVII, 1997, p.203), to be the
seat of a museum. However, the museum was inaugurated much later, in 1968, on the occasion
of the 120th anniversary of the Revolution of 1848, and over the years it has been thematically
reorganized following the evolution of the principles of museotechnics.

The current exhibition framework of the Costache Negri Memorial House suggests

sequences of the patriarchal daily life lived by people - artisans and witnesses of important
moments in national history. The hospitality of the space is conferred by decorative art objects,

96



photographs and family correspondence, works of fine art that belonged to Costache Negri, his
daughter, the families of his sisters and other relatives, as well as friends,more or less known to
the general public. The halls for receiving visitors, musical auditions, and meals served during
ordinary or celebratory meetings, followed by long conversations on various topics, are
relevant for illustrating the traditional meetings at Manjina, which were attended by Nicolae
Balcescu, Mihail Kogalniceanu, Vasile Alecsandri, Alexandru loan Cuza, and others. a. Guests and
hosts could also retire to various other rooms of the mansion, depending on the time of day, for
solving domestic problems; conversation, mainly male, oneconomic, social, or political topics;
studying; playing cards or chess; writing correspondence; reading and music; playing cards;
playing "chess"; women's social life of city salons, fashion, and gastronomy; preparation for
evenings, seasonalballs, traditional soirees; siestas.

Spending time in a family, friendly or official setting, at a mansion like Manjina, denotesthe
lifestyle of the Romanian elite of the second half of the 19th century, connected in a specific
manner to the European environmental fashion, a clear proof that the Romanian space was
keeping pace with Europe in this respect as well. This reality was perpetuated at the beginning
of the 20th century when, probably, the descendants of the Negri family, as hosts, preserved
the tradition of hospitality of those who imposed the Manjina manor in the consciousness of
posterity.

Every year, on 21 May, the culture of Galati preserves and perpetuates the tradition of the
memorable meetings of the 19th century Manjina by organizing, at the Costache Negri
Memorial House, the celebration entitted THE MEETINGS OF MANJINA, where the hosts
welcome all their guests.

Museum "Hortensia Papadat - Bengescu House"

Originally the headquarters of the 6th Company of the 24th Infantry Regiment, Tecuci,
the "Hortensia Papadat Bengescu'" House was built between 1872 and 1874.

Hortensia Papadat Bengescu was born in Ivesti in the house that now bears her name,
and lived with her family for the first two and a half years of her life, after which the family
moved with the new military garrison of her father, D. Bengescu, to Tecuci.

Between 1922 and 1923 the first capital repair of the Ivesti military garrison
headquarters took place. Between 1938-1939 the second repair of the premises took place
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when the old plaster was removed and new plaster was applied. The roof was also changed at
this time, with new tiles and ceramic pots. In both cases, the cost of the repairs was borneby
the Ministry of War.

With the closure of the last military subunit in Ivesti, the Ministry of National Defence is
giving up the premises of the old garrison headquarters, the building becoming part of the
patrimony of the People's Council of Ivesti. Between 1956 and 1966, the current premises
housed the Technical School of Viticulture for 4 years. From 1966 it became the seat of the
Veterinary Dispensary of Ivesti commune, a sanitary unit that functioned until 2006. During the
same period, the lvesti post office also functioned.

Since 2006 at the request of Prof. Gh. Fratitd, the Ivesti Local Council has agreed that the
premises of the current "Hortensia Papadat Bengescu" house should become part of the
patrimony of the Galati County Council and the Galati History Museum.

On July 20, 2009, the "Hortensia Papadat Bengescu" House, a section of the Galati
History Museum, was inaugurated with the exhibition "Ivestian Personalities", which contains
documentary material and objects that belonged to the hostess and some important members
of lvestian culture and history.

Rural House "lon Avram Dundreanu"

In the commune of Suhurlui (formerly Ferdinand), about 45 km from Galati, is the "lon
Avram Dunareanu" Rural House, a section of the "Paul Paltanea" Galati History Museum.

The name of the location is directly related to the man who was the spiritual and material
father of this place, the judge and man of culture, with notable concerns andachievements in
the literary and artistic field, lon Avram Dunareanu, who, in his countless trips around the
country with his family, collected everything he considered to bear a representative mark for
the Romanian traditional culture, both historically and artistically.

In 1997, with what he had collected, he opened an ethnographic museum at his parents'
house in Suhurlui, entitled "Suhurlui Rural House - Ethnocultural Amenagement". Ten years
later, in 2007, lon Avram Dundreanu and his wife Elisabeta donated the house together with all
the objects to the "Paul Paltanea" History Museum in Galati, and the "lon Avram Dunareanu"
Suhurlui Rural House was inaugurated on 10 October 2009.

Those who cross the threshold of the museum today enter a warm and welcoming
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atmosphere, as if taken from the paintings of lon Avram Dundreanu. If the organization of the
peasant household in the past was somehow in line with the general village order, the dwelling
was instead the expression of the wishes and feelings of the Romanian peasant, from the
construction of the house to the interior decoration.

The Suhurlui Country House is in the usual pattern of the area, with a well-defined layout,
with two large rooms at the front and two smaller ones at the back. The design of the
dwelling was based on a double functionality: practical and decorative. Practical, to best serve
the family's domestic and household needs, and decorative, to bring out the fantasy and
creativity of the women in the house.

Thus, the good room, the big and beautiful one, as well as the living room, are two of
the rooms, decorated in the traditional Moldovan style, where, besides furniture pieces
(bed, table, wardrobe, chest of drawers), there are also a series of decorative fabrics (doilies,
towels, bed, and bedclothes) as well as cult objects such as icons, placed on the east side.

The small rooms, and the back stacks, were particularly important spaces within the
house. The hearth chimney was a special place where the family would gather in the evenings
around the low round table on small wooden chairs, recounting the day's events, and
reminiscing, as the women unwove the wool or hemp thread, which they later wove and sewed
with.

The loom chimney was another essential space for housewives. Here they made
everything from decorative pieces to folk costumes executed with fine craftsmanship,
reflecting the material and aesthetic characteristics of these people, firmly cemented over the
ages.

Along with the interior design, the basic exhibition also includes a blacksmith and
carpentry workshop, where the visitor can see tools specific to these crafts such as sickles,
pliers, anvils, robanc, and saw, most of them coming from Suhurlui.

Since 2011, the "Paul Paltanea" History Museum of Galati, in partnership with the Cultural
Association for Tradition, History and Social Justice "lon Avram Dundreanu Rural House",
organizes here two festivals, dedicated to Easter and Christmas holidays, in which children from
the commune as well as those from neighboring communes, together with teachers, try to
bring back to the public the customs and traditions specific to these Christian holidays, in forms
as unaltered by time as possible.
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"TEODOR CINCU" HISTORY MUSEUM TECUCI

The building in which the "TeodorCincu" History Museum operates, included in the list of
category A historical monuments, was built in several stages starting at the end of the 19™
century.

In 1885, the building is remembered as being owned by Anton Cincu, a local politician and
philanthropist, who left it in his will, on July 22, 1894, to his son TeodorCincu. From an
architectural point of view, the baroque style is noteworthy, predominant in the first stage of
construction, when access was from the south, with a turret on which the family emblem was
inserted guarding the house entrance.

At the beginning of the 20™ century, the facades of the house were modified, the main
access being oriented to the east and approached in a neoclassical style. A pediment supported
by four Corinthian columns marks the main entrance. The windows are decorated with floral
motifs, an emblem similar to the one on the tower of the house being inserted in the key of the
arch into which the family monogram is integrated. Flowing baroque lines combine harmoniously
with classical elements, expressing of a refined taste in search of new models.

Mayor of the city of Tecuci between 1894 - 1896, 1898 - 1899, and 1902 - 1906, a deputy in
the Romanian Parliament, TeodorCincu is part, together with his grandfather and father, Tudoran,
respectively Anton Cincu, of the "family" of donors of the city of Tecuci.

Following the example of his family, ""who built and founded churches for the Glory of God
and worship place of the people, who established hospitals for the relief of bodily suffering,
endowing them all with lands for eternal rest", TeodorCincu will donate to the city Tecuci "the
building located in the town of Tecuci, 12 Carol Street, composed of the house, together with all
the dependencies, the plantations", to establish a museum.

Established by "Communal Council Decision no. 3" in the meeting of August 3, 1934, the
museum, known under the name '"Teodor and Maria Cincu Cultural Foundation. The
MihailDimitriu Communal Museum - Archeology and Natural Sciences Tecuci", will be officially
inaugurated on November 17, 1935.

In the first years of activity, only the collection of MihailDimitriu will be exhibited. Later,
this collection will be joined by the collections of Prof. Constantin Solomon and Prof. A.
Alexinschi. In the donation deed it was specified that, in addition to the museum, a library was to
be established which, until the end of the Second World War, operated under the name
"Esmeralda Dimitriu".
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A brief history of the Tecuci History Museum. For over 80 years, the building, which went
through two stages of restoration - in the years 1964 - 1967 and respectively 2007 - 2013, has
housed the impressive cultural heritage of the museum, which is based on the collections of the
founders, MihailDimitriu and Constantin Solomon.

Over the years, the museum's heritage is enriched, at first the archeology collection,
following the results of the systematic archaeological research and rescue activity. The most
impressive archaeological material comes from the campaigns carried out in the Poiana -
Piroboridava archaeological site, research started in 1926 and was completed in 1990.

In the same period, research campaigns were carried out in: the archaeological site of
Barcea - Gradina de zarzavat (t.n - Vegetables' Garden) (1975 - 1982), in the village of Toflea (1970 -
1975) - where an impressive Eneolithic ceramic object (Cucuteni Culture) was found, at Garbovat
(1960) - ash-type settlement dated to the end of the Bronze Age - New culture, in the
archaeological site of Negrilesti - from which objects dating from the Neolithic to the 19" century,
in the city of Tecuci (1970 - 1971, 2012), where two necropolises dating from the 4" century BG, as
well as objects dated from the New Bronze Age, were discovered.Through various donations, the
museum enriches its heritage with the collection of numismatics, history, art, ethnography, and technique.
It should be mentioned that, in the technical collection, the museum, by a donation deed, owns a beautiful
EGO car that has participated in various exhibitions. In 2005, the car is restored and takes part in the movie
named "Si totul e tacere" (n.t - "And all is silence") directed by Nae Caramfil.

"Rasvan Angheluta" Natural Sciences Museum Complex

"Rasvan Angheluta" Natural Sciences Museum Complex is a county museum in Galati,
located in Regiment 11 6A Siret Street, close to the Danube embankment, being also called the
Botanical Garden or the Dendrological Park.

Due to its position, the museum dominates the left bank of the Danube, occupying an area
of 18 hectares, and also includes the Zoo from the Garboavele Forest, Galati County.

Its establishment took place in 1956, in a centrally located building, based on a private
geology-mineralogy collection (our ref - the Pasa collection, which was also the basis of the Galati
History Museum), to which a diorama exhibition of fauna was added and an aquarium with exotic
fish. In 1972, this exhibition was decommissioned due to the advanced state of decay of the
building and the collections were stored in a school until 1976 when the museum received a new
premise. In 1978, in the headquarters at 91 Domneasca Street, the basic exhibition was opened,
which dealt with ecological problems of birds in the southeastern area of Romania.
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Since 1990, the museum has turned into a complex institution with the following structure:
museum, aquarium, planetarium, botanical garden, and zoo, which required a new location.

"The goals of the museum institution are the research and preservation of the biodiversity
of natural ecosystems, the enrichment of the scientific heritage, and the promotion of projects
regarding the monitoring of environmental pollution. Ecological education for nature
preservation is carried out through modern exhibition projects: Museum of Natural Sciences,
Botanical Garden, Aquarium, Planetarium, Astronomical Observatory and Zoo."

In 1992, the construction of the current museum complex began, located along the
Danube embankment, which will be opened to the public in 2003, and comprises an "aquarium,
scientific warehouses, and laboratories (at the basement), an Auditorium with 150 seats and
space for temporary exhibitions (at the first floor), planetarium (at the second floor).

The museum's heritage exceeds 60,000 scientific pieces, organized by collections: geology
- mineralogy, malacology, entomology, ichthyology, ornithology, and mammalogy.

The theme of the aquarium is the rare and very rare ichthyofauna from the Danube
hydrological basin, the fauna of the Mediterranean Sea, and exotic fish.

The planetarium has a dome with a diameter of 7 meters, where the visitor has the
opportunity to travel imaginarily to all corners of the Universe watching projections such as the
"Solar System", "Giants of the Solar System", "Nebulae and Star Clusters". Also, many educational
programs are held in the planetarium, such as the "Calin Popovici" Astroclub or the "Let's get to
know the Sun" program, addressed to students of grades V - XIlI.

The astronomical observatory in Galati, within the same Complex, is one of the most
important in Southeast Europe. Inaugurated in March 2010, it was, at that time, the only one in
Romania equipped with a retractable roof and the main telescope with a Ritchey-Chretien optical
system with a main mirror diameter of 400 mm. On the astronomical observation terrace, the
largest in Romania, with an area of 250 square meters, observations will be organized with the
public, using various instruments: 2 telescopes with a diameter of the main mirror of 300 and 400
mm, 2 telescopes with a diameter of the mirror of 200 and 250 mm for night observations, or the
Coronado SolarMax scope with the lens diameter of 60 mm - unique in Romania - for solar
observations in H-alpha, during the day. The activity carried out here also led to successes: in
collaboration with the "Calin Popovici" Astroclub, two variable stars were discovered, called
"Galati VI" and "Galati VII".

The botanical garden was established in 1992 as a component of the Natural Sciences
Museum Complex. The first planting was in 1994. In 1996, the specialists of this institution
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contributed to the development of the first catalog of seeds. Today the Garden has over 3,000
taxa in the following sectors: Global Flora, Flora, and vegetation of Romania, Ornamental flora,
Rosarium, Useful plants, and Greenhouses with an area of 2500 sq. m.

Also, a collection of citrus fruits and a Japanese garden were organized, and in 2002,
25,000 square meters of the greenhouse with palm trees were included in the public circuit.

The zoo, organized on an area of about 7 ha, is located 17 km NW of Galati, in the
Garboavele Forest - a scientific reserve within the Tulucesti commune. Its theme is ""Rare and very
rare birds and mammals of Eurasia". The zoological heritage consists of about 90 specimens from
23 species. For leisure, you can practice horse riding, there are horses trained for this purpose, as
well as an equipped stable and trained staff. The leisure complex also has a swimming pool, tennis
and pool tables, an artificial lake for fishing, sports shooting facilities, a multipurpose sports field
with artificial grass, and a night/day bar, terrace, and parking.

Nearby, you can visit the "PetruCaraman" Village Museum, an ethnocultural museum that
restores the world of the villages on both banks of the Prut, in southern Moldova and Bessarabia.

The Galati Zoo includes the following species: Siberian tiger, African lion, common wolf,
brown bear, llama, mouflon, alpaca, coati Nasua, raccoon, swan, goat."68

Museum of Visual Art

We can talk about the Galati Museum of Visual Art starting in 1956 when it gathered148
works by artists from all periods. In 1967, it received a generous space, at 141 Domneasca Street,
(former Episcopal Palace). Later, it was part of the Galati Museum Complex. Since 1990, by
Decision 118 [17.03, issued by the Galati County City Hall, it has been operating as a Museum of
Visual Art.

The Museum of Visual Art in Galati, the first Museum of Contemporary Art in Romania, was
the breathing oasis of unofficial art in a period when it was almost inconceivable, the communist
period.

Unbelievable, but true, it was the first and only MUSEUM in the "Red City", where
everything that was forbidden could be exhibited. Probably, the unconventionality of the area,
that Porto franco spirit, that multiculturalism that defines Galati have had their say."®®

Bhttps://www.cmsngl.ro/
®Nanu, Dan, Basarab, Museum of Visual ArtGalati - historian, in Dunarea de Jos Magazine, no. 217, Restitutio in integrum - GalatiMuseums, March
2020, p. 3
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Founded in 1967 under the name of the Art Museum, it will eventually specialize in
Romanian contemporary art.

From 1990, it will receive a new name, a first at the national level, being the only museum
of this kind in the country!

The institution has in its heritage valuable collections of paintings, sculpture, graphics, and
decorative art (tapestry, ceramics, glass), having as authors, the famous plastic artists of the 19"
century: Aman, Rosenthal, Grigorescu, but also from the interwar period: Victor Brauner, Theodor
Pallady, Petrascu, Tonitza, etc.

However, the bulk of the museum's core is given by the pieces of contemporary Romanian
art created especially between 1967 - 2000 by very known artists: HoriaBernea, I. Gheorghiu, I.
Salisteanu, Marin Gherasim, Ana Lupas, Gheorghe Apostu, lon Tuculescu, Corneliu Baba, etc.
When it was founded, the museum was housed in the Episcopal Palace, a historical monument
building built between 1898 - 1900 and inaugurated in 1906.

But, following the retrocession of the building to "Dunarea de Jos" Diocese for a religious
art museum, namely the Museum of Christian History, Culture and Spirituality from Lower
Danube, the Museum of Visual Art moved to a new location, on the ground floor of the block V3
on Tecuci Street (our ref - the former headquarters of the "Dunarea de Jos" Cultural Centre
Galati) and will have an imposing headquarters in Rizer Park, headquarters now under
construction.

"From the beginning until now, we hope for many years and many generations to come,
the city of Galati on the banks of the Danube has rightfully identified itself and will identify itself
with the name of the capital of Romanian contemporary art."”°

The Museum of History, Culture and Christian Spirituality of the Lower Danube
It is @ museum with a special feature in the cultural landscape of Galati, located in the
Episcopal Palace of the Lower Danube, open to the public since 2014, following the regaining of
ownership building by the "Dunarea de Jos" Diocese and the Order of the Ministry of Culture No.
3958 [ 21.11.2014.
"This step was a recognition of the remarkable results achieved by the cultural institution of the
Diocesan Centre, in the short time since the official opening, on November 27, 2014, the day when

7° Nanu, Dan, Basarab, op.cit
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the "Lord Presentation and the Holy Martyrs Brancoveni" Chapel (our ref - chapel that is part of
the museum), by the Blessed Father Patriarch Daniel."”"

Regarding the status of the museum headquarters, we specify that "the museum building
is declared a historical monument, having the code GL-lI-m-B-03036", previously housing the
Museum of Visual Art.

During the restoration works of the "architectural" building, an attempt was made to
return to the original appearance, and on this occasion, church paintings and Christian motifs
covered by the previous works were removed from under the plaster and lime, the bars of the
windows on the ground floor were reconstructed after the ironwork of an original handrail,
preserved on the staircase clad in Carrara marble, which provides access to the museum chapel,
and the emblem that appears in old photographs has been restored at the entrance.

The diocesan collections were originally housed in the Precista Church, dating from the middle of
the 17" century, and were opened to the public in 1918, with the support of Bishop Nifon."”?

Since 1996, the Dunarea de Jos Diocese and the Museum of Visual Art have jointly
exhibited, in two rooms and the former chapel of the Episcopal Palace, the most representative
pieces belonging to the ecclesiastical cultural heritage from the Diocese's collection.

The permanent exhibition of the Museum of Christian History, Culture and Spirituality of the
Lower Danube highlights a rich heritage of icons, old books, rare books, wooden offerings and
liturgical clothes, paintings, and photographs, which come from the parishes of the diocese and
which were kept in heritage concentration warehouses in the 1970s - 1980s, more than 1400
objects from the entire area of the Lower Danube, but also adjacent areas.

Also, 2926 objects are kept in the museum's warehouses. These "were carefully studied and
researched by the specialized staff of the museum, for each of which analytical records were
created. In the restoration workshops, by care and protection, they regained their former glory:
16 book volumes, 70 icons, 75 goldsmithing elements, and 51 textiles."”

In a specially arranged space, there is the skeleton of Innocens, the first known Christian
here, a Dacian - Roman Christianized in the 3™ century, discovered in Barbosi.

7'Pr. llie, Cosmin, 2015 - 2020, 5 years of uninterrupted activity of the Museum of Christian History, CultureandSpirituality of the Lower Danube, in
Dunarea de Jos Magazine, no. 217, Restitutio in integrum - GalatiMuseums, March 2020, p. 19 - 20

> www.muzeugalatiadj.ro

73 Pr. llie, Cosmin, op.cit., p.21
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The museum exhibits very old archaeological heritage objects, taken into custody from other
history museums in Galati County. It is the largest church museum in the country, with an
exhibition area of 3,000 square meters.

,Petru Caraman” Village Museum

Museum of the Fishing Area in GalatiCounty

Since the 1980s, Galati wanted an ethnographic museum that would highlight the beauty
of the southern Moldavian village, and the well-known plastic artist Eugen Holban and later the
talented folk mask maker Paul Buta took the very first steps to make this dream come true.

The initiative of these ethnology enthusiasts to save the tradition of our area, found its
fulfillment many years later when the "Dunarea de Jos" Cultural Centre and with the full support
of the Galati County Council in partnership with the Cahul Land Museum from the Republic of
Moldova, accessed European funds, within Romania - Republic of Moldova Neighbourhood Phare
Program 2004 - 2006 and made possible the construction of the first museum of the village in the
Galati area, inaugurated at the end of 2008 and entered the visiting circuit since 2009.

The reconstruction of some households from the old Galati villages proved to be a
challenge for those involved. Finding craftsmen who knew how to build using traditional methods
and materials used a long time ago was difficult, but not impossible, as well as finding worn, old,
authentic household items from home-woven rugs and weaving looms, up to blades, whirligigs or
jugs.

The detailed researches regarding the traditional architecture of the plastic artist
ethnologist Eugen Holban were the basis of the village restoration in the Covurlui area, and the
construction of the village museum also benefited from the expertise of the specialist,
AnisoaraStefanuca.

The necessary documentation from an ethnographic perspective was provided, a
repertoire that contained images and descriptions of an indicative character on the typology of
traditional objects that fall within the zonal specificity, based on which the acquisition of
ethnographic goods was made, an exhibition plan was made based on which they placed the
exhibits. The acquisition of ethnographic objects was also supervised to comply with the criteria
of authenticity, as well as the commissioning of traditional objects.

A few years after the inauguration of the village's first museum, it was considered
opportune to expand the area, the premises being generous, and thus work began on a new
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project with European funding, for a museum specific to the areas of the Lower Prut Valley and
the Danube.

The Museum of the Fishing Zone in Galati County was created with funding from the
European Fisheries Fund - Operational Program for Fishing 2007 - 2013, within the "Sustainable
Development Strategy of the Prut - Danube Fishing Zone in Galati County". The museum allows
the exploitation of the ethnocultural potential of the area from a complex perspective, offering
the possibility of defining a wider horizon on the occupational dimension of the traditional local
communities in the area of Galati County.

The general goal of the project consisted in the reconstitution, preservation, and
promotion of fishing-specific tangible and intangible heritage elements, by creating a museum of
the fishing area in Galati County, but it also proposed the reconstitution of fishing-specific
tangible and intangible heritage values, preserving the elements of local identity specific to
fishing communities and highlighting and promoting local communities in the eastern part of
Galati county, within the Lower Prut Meadow - Lower Danube fishing area, by creating and
operating a Museum of the Fishing Area.

"PetruCaraman" Village Museum

Being in the heritage of the "Dunarea de Jos" Cultural Centre, the "PetruCaraman" Village
Museum is an essential landmark in the preservation and promotion of tradition and popular
culture.

Important edifice, with a generous space as its location, placed in the natural setting of the
Garboavele Forest, approx. 20 km from the city of Galati, the "PetruCaraman" Village Museum is
an ethnocultural museum re-establishing the housing type specific to our area under an
ethnographic aspect and capitalizes on the life of the villages on both banks of the Prut, in the
south of Moldova and Bessarabia.

On an area of 1.36 ha, this small-scale reconstruction of the hearth of the Romanian village
includes three traditional households of the Galati area, from Corod, Mastacani, Cavadinesti, and a
traditional household from Cahul district, Republic of Moldova.

The households are built observing the traditional style, having in their composition wood,
wickerwork, clay, water, sand, straw and dung, being covered with reeds, in 2 (two) or 4 (four)
layers. The objects in the museum premises, from clay vessels, icons, traditional carpets, napkins,
sheets, utensils, and wooden tools necessary for domestic use in the traditional household, carts,
etc. are authentic, but also reconstructions. They represent a real patrimonial value not only due

107



to their making but especially because of their age because most objects are from the 19" or early
20" century.

The architecture of the houses represented in the Galati area roughly corresponds to the
end of the 18" century - the beginning of the 19™ century, an important role in their
reconstruction having the research undertaken by the well-known ethnologist Eugen Holban and
the members of the Service for Research, Valorisation, and Preservation of Folk Creativity and
Tradition within the "Dunarea de Jos" Cultural Centre.

Corod Household

The most valuable of all the others that make up the museum. It consists of a house, a
chimney, and a barn.

The house is very special both because it is, as a model, the oldest but also because of the
existence of the three hiding places. This house was demolished at the beginning of the last
century. Our informers tell us that it is not known when the house was built. It is supposed to
have housed at least three generations.

The hiding places are at the level of the room, of the cellar but also under the steps of the
cellar in the form of a grain pit. The picturesqueness of the house is also given by the fact that the
whole house is supported on a bed of thick beams.

Chimnita (t.n - cellar) is a construction of massive wooden beams that were originally
found in the vineyards. This is where the wine barrels were kept. The old people say that until the
phylloxera attack, these little houses were not locked, and anyone could enter to drink a cup of
wine.

Mastacani Household

This household consists of the house, the cottage, the shed, the barn, and the hen coop.

The house is two-celled, typical of houses in Mastacani in 19" the century.

The cottage (t.n. — "casoi" in Romanian regionalism) is a smaller house where the old
people used to retire. The name may indicate that this type of house is older than the big house.
The shelter for sheep, the shed, is circular, woven, and covered with reeds.

The Cavadinesti household

It comes from a folklore hearth of great ethnographic value. The Cavadinesti House is the
only one that can still be found in its original environment, it belonged to Mrs. lleana (Bulgaru)
Toma. The surprising thing about this house is the hiding place. Frequently found in houses in our
area until the 19™ century, this hiding place was made by doubling a wall of the room. The
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entrance was made through the attic or a door disguised with a carpet (n.t — “levicer” in
Romanian regionalism) or another larger object. The appearance of the hiding place is due to a
practical necessity. In case of invasions (often in our area in those days) people no longer had
time to hide in the forest or other secluded places.

In addition to the other facilities, we find the shelter for the grinder and the mill, a large
utilitarian construction with the role of storehouse, stable, and workshop.

The Cahul household

It is an accurate reconstruction of the traditional house within the Cahul City Museum.

Consisting of a house and a blacksmith shop, this household is specific to the 20" century.

The house is composed of a porch, a living room, another "big house" room, and a
storeroom. This specific plan of the 20" century, two rooms on one side of the porch and the
other on the other side and are also frequently found in houses in our area. The walls are made of
clay, stuck on sticks woven on wooden forks. The roof is made of reed, in two pitches.

Museum of the Fishing Area in Galati County

The Museum of the "Fishing Area of Galati County" represents a chance for the
preservation, valorization, and promotion of the fishing-specific tangible and intangible cultural
heritage of the Prut Meadows and Danube, but also an important vector of increasing the tourism
potential of the area.

The Museum of the "Fishing Area of Galati County" reconstructs the type of dwelling
specific to the Covurlui Ethnographic North Area and the Galati Ethnographic Area, the two
ethnographic areas located in the eastern part of Galati County, under an ethnographic aspect.

Within the museum, there are enclosures and two traditional households (dwellings and
annexes) specific to the communities located on the right bank of the Lower Prut within the
mentioned ethnographic areas, a fishery (t.n - "cherhana" in Romanian), a pond and a pavilion for
outdoor cultural activities.

This dwelling in the Galati Ethnographic Area brings together architectural elements from
the 19" century, specific to the communities located on the banks of the Lower Prut. It was
reconstructed based on archival documents from the TachePapahagi collection and the specialist
studies of the researcher Eugen Holban.

The household consists of two two-cell dwellings - the large Pascani house (Vladesti
commune), the Mastacani farmhouse, and outbuildings: icehouse, cellar, poultry coop (t.n. —
"costeareata" in Romanian regionalism) and feeding place (t. n. "gogineata" in Romanian
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regionalism), from Oancea commune. The two houses have blind stoves with a hearth, chimney,
and oven.

The second household, specific to the 20™ century, observes the traditional model of the
Covurlui Ethnographic North Area - the area of the Lower Prut, from Vadeni village, Cavadinesti
commune, discovered during field research. The household includes a two-room dwelling with a
mezzanine (the stove dividing the room into two compartments) and outbuildings: a cellar,
kitchen, barn, poultry coop, hen house, and shed.

The fishery, for the fishing area, is the place for receiving, sorting, and selling fish, but also
for storing fishing tools. The fishery is located in the fishing area and is a clay building, on a
wooden structure, covered with reeds. The replica found in the "Fishing Area of Galati County"
museum complies with the structure of the traditional fishery, being oversized, to accommodate
thematic exhibitions, the offices of the specialized staff, and a warehouse.

The pond reconstructs the area specific to the fishing area and allows an exhibition of
traditional fishing boats. The pond will be populated with fish species specific to the area. The
vegetation specific to the water area: willow, reeds, and rushes, exemplifies the area and
complements the place from an aesthetic point of view.

The pavilion, a construction made of wood, is intended for outdoor educational-cultural
activities. Octagonal in shape, with pillars and wooden triforium, with amorphic motifs, placed on
the upper part and anthropomorphic motifs imagining the hora at the level of the panels, the
pavilion values on the traditional motifs with a special symbolic charge, from the area of
Frumusita and Foltesti (Stoicani village).

The enclosure (fence) on the southern side of the Fishing Area Museum (the main access
side) is made of wood, with a double gate for carriages and a single gate for visitors, and is made
according to a traditional model from the Suceveni commune.

As it is, the Museum of the "Fishing Area of Galati County" responds both to the needs of
knowledge, culturalization, valorization, and promotion of our area (from the ethnographic point
of view and of the material and immaterial cultural heritage) as well as to the visitor's needs of
spending free time in a pleasant environment, suitable for carrying out some cultural and at the
same time recreational activities.

The museum offers a unique representation of the traditional occupations and the rural
habitat of the Lower Danube and Lower Prut and covers 1.42 ha.

Three residential complexes from different ethnographic areas of the county have been
reconstructed in the perimeter of the Museum, each with specific household facilities; among
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these, constructions such as the cellar, barn, feeding place, poultry coop, hen house, fodder
storehouse (t.n - “samaluc” in Romanian regionalism), icehouse, pantry (t.n. — “chiler” in
Romanian regionalism), barn were replicated.

The exhibition also includes a fishery, a pond, and a wooden pavilion for cultural activities.

The architectural heritage is doubled by a valuable collection of ethnographic assets that
invigorate the museum exhibition.

By the specific vegetation planted around or in the water and the aquatic creatures, the
pond shows the image of the fauna and flora of the Galati fishing area.

The Household from Vadeni

The household consists of a one-floor house (1) and a pantry (2), kitchen (8), barn (3), shed
(4), shed with hen house (5), hen coop (6), dog house (7) and reed fence.

1. The house from Vadeni

It is a typical two-cell dwelling of the beginning of the 20" century, having a stove for
cooking in the room. The stove divides the room in two, having in the back a small space called a
sleeping room (t.n. - "etac" in old Romanian), used as a place to sleep. The porch, enlarged to the
size of a room, was not heated, but it had, like the room, the same roles as in any other two-cell
housework or living space.

2. The pantry is an extension of the house roof and was used as a storage for materials or
household items or agricultural tools.

3. The barn was a warehouse.

4. The shed was used as a shelter for poultry.

5. The shed with hen house had a double use: a storehouse for corn and, below, the
feeding place (t.n. - “goger” in Romanian regionalism).

6. The coop housed the hen during the egg's hatching and then the young chicks.

7. Th dog house.

8. The kitchen had a single-cell structure. The stove divided the room into two, and in the
back, it had a sleeping room, where a narrow rod bed was usually placed. In the warm season, the
life of the household inhabitants usually took place in this kitchen.

Residential complex in the Mastacani - Oancea - Pascani area

The complex consists of a house specific to the village of Pascani (today Vladesti), the
commune of Cavadinesti (1), and one specific to the commune of Mastacani (2), as well as their
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facilities, specific to the Oancea commune: the cellar (3), the icehouse (4), the feeding place (5),
poultry coop (6).

The houses were built on a resistance structure made of wooden pillars, beams, and
rafters, and the walls were reinforced with sticks that were clayed inside or outside. The roofs
were made of the most common insulating material: reeds.

1. The house from Pascani (Vladesti)

It is a two-cell house consisting of a porch and a room.

The house has a blind stove with a hearth, chimney, and oven. The hearth of the stove is on
the porch, where the cooking was performed. During the cold season, the embers in the hearth
moved to the mouth of the blind stove in the room, located to the left of the main hearth.

The room was the common shelter of all family members and, at the same time, a
workshop for processing textile fibers for weaving. Apart from cooking, the porch was the place
where in the cold season men made and repaired household tools, as well as agricultural or
fishing ones.

2. The house from Mastacani

It is a two-cell house, with a hearth on the porch. The specificity of this house is the lack of
a ceiling above the porch; grains, assets, or materials could be stored in the attic above the room,
and access was made from the porch, on a ladder. The porch and the room had the role of kitchen
and work or living space.

3. The Cellar from Oancea: dug into the ground, with a rectangular monocellular structure,
intended for cold preservation of food products.

4. The Icehouse from Oancea: dug into the ground, intended for cold preservation of fish.

Large pieces of ice cut from the ponds were stored in the icehouse since the cold season,
stored with successive layers of straws, so that the fish could be kept for a certain period, until
selling or preparation.

5. Poultry feeding place: temporary shelter for birds.
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"Dundarea de Jos" Cultural Centre

Established on January 1, 2000, the "Dunarea de Jos" Cultural Centre was the result of the

merger of the Galati County Cultural Centre with the Galati School of Arts and the Galati County
Centre for Preservation and Valorisation of Tradition and Folk Creativity.
Thus, a new institution appeared in the Galati cultural landscape (our ref - which we briefly
presented previously), having as legal basis the Decision no. 295 of December 24, 1999, of the
Galati County Council, whose article 1 provided: “Starting January 1, 2000, the Galati County
Cultural Centre is merged with the Galati School of Arts and the Galati County Centre for
Preservation and Valorisation of Tradition and Folk Creativity in the Galati "Dunarea de Jos"
Cultural Centre, headquartered in Galati, Tecuci Street, block V3 and street Domneasca no. 61,
public institution of county interest with legal personality, under the authority of the Galati
County Council."

Within the same Decision of the County Council, the main activities of the new institution
were established, which were: "the organization of activities to promote knowledge of the value
of national and universal culture and art, to develop and value the creative responsibilities of the
population of Galati County in the cultural and artistic fields, recreationally, permanent
organization of fine art exhibitions, traveling exhibitions, anniversary exhibitions, collections,
meetings of all kinds with people of culture and art, writers, cenacles, study circles, general
culture courses, cinematheque and video performance services, festivals, methodical amateur art
studios, cultural animation clubs and other leisure activities; the research, preservation and
promotion of Romanian folk tradition and creativity and of the ethnic groups located on the
territory of Galati county; the organization of theoretical and practical courses necessary for the
formation of artistic skills for the amateur artistic movement; the promotion of culture by actions
organized in the specific fields of activity, including by its own folklore ensemble called
"DoinaCovurluiului"; permanently promotes cooperative relations with the Culture Inspectorate
of Galati County and with the culture and art institutions existing in Galati County"

Although the decision indicated that the new institution will have two headquarters: the
one on the ground floor of block V3, in the Central Square area, on Tecuci Street and the one at 61
Domneasca Street, the operational and main one will be the latter.

This is a heritage building "occupying position 118, code GL-I-m-B-03020 in the list of
historical monuments of Galati."”*

’*Bodea Valentin, op.cit. SINTEZE PublishingHouse, Galati, 2015, p. 110
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Built around 1880 by the merchant Gheorghe Gheorghiadis, it was one of the most beautiful
buildings in our city for those times, a natural thing if we consider that Gheorghiadis was one of
the most financially powerful people in the city "Moise N. Pacu mentioned that the Greek
merchant G. Georgiades owned a blacking and ink factory in the city of Galati. This factory is
documented in 1887 when G. Gheorghiades' authorization to manufacture blacking and ink is
issued. In 1887, at the Craiova Cooperators' Exhibition, he received the silver medal for the
manufacture of blacking and the bronze medal for the manufacture of ink."”

His descendants, in the context of the great economic crisis of the years 1929 - 1933,
mortgaged the building at the same time to several banks and, becoming unable to pay, it was
put up for tender on March 17, 1934. The winner of the tender was the "MihailKogalniceanu" Girls'
High School Committee which will turn the building into a boarding school.

After the war, during the communist regime, the building was nationalized and passed into
the private domain of the state, being the headquarters and boarding school of the "Cristea
Nicolae" Vocational School and, later, the headquarters of the Folk School of Arts, of the County
Centre for the Preservation and Valorisation of Tradition and the Galati Folk Creativity and the
Radef Local Branch.

Because this building will undergo extensive consolidation and modernization operations
from 2003, the "Dunarea de Jos" Cultural Centre will receive another building in its heritage that
will serve as its temporary headquarters during 2003 - 2005. It is about the building at 91
Domneasca Str., where the "Dunarea de Jos" Multicultural Centre currently operates.

As a defining feature "of its activity, ""Dunarea de Jos" Cultural Centre is guided by the
following principles:

7. Full freedom of the creative spirit;

8. The autonomy of the cultural act;

9. Political non-engagement;

10. The institution's autonomy in exercising its powers and duties concerning local and

central authorities;

11. The institution's right and duty, as within the framework established by this regulation,

to shape its activity according to the ethnic and socio-cultural specifics of the place;

12. The primacy of value and equal opportunities in culture."

The actions of ”Dunarea de Jos” Cultural Centre are implemented by a team consisting of
79 specialists grouped in the following departments: Financial Service - Accounting,

®ldem.
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Administrative, Marketing Service, Publishing, Audio Recording Studio, Sound Recording, Service
for Research, Valorisation and Preservation of Folk Traditions, School of Arts, the Folkloric
Ensemble "DoinaCovurluiului" and the "ValurileDunarii" Marching Band.

Over time, two children's choirs, "Allegria" and "Andreiana Juventus", have operated
within “Dunarea de Jos” Cultural Centre, along with a folkloric ensemble for children,
"DoinitaCovurluiului".

Service for Research, Valorisation, and Preservation of Folk Tradition

It is the central axis of the "Dunarea de Jos" Cultural Centre, one of the elements that
formed the foundation of this institution in its capacity as a successor of the old County Centre for
the Preservation and Valorisation of Tradition and Folk Creativity from Galati.

As its name indicates, it carries out both ethnographic and ethno-folkloric research
activities intending to promote and valorize the tradition and folk creation of the native and
national minorities in the southern part of Moldova.

It also conducts publishing activities, producing monographs (of Pechea, Piscu, Tulucesti,
Vanatori communes), "publishes specialized works and books in the field of activity, organizes
and realizes performances and profile festivals, cenacles and meetings with specialized people
from complementary fields: sociology, history, anthropology, biology but also with people of
culture and art, visual art exhibitions, organize theoretical and practical courses necessary for the
formation of artistic skills, hold fairs of folk craftsmen and collaborate closely with institutions of
education."

In terms of publications, we mention, along with the monographs mentioned above, the
specialized works "Testimonies of the Past", "Winter customs in the Dunarea de Jos", "Like a fish
in water", a work that has a unique character in the Galati publishing landscape, and which has
enjoyed wide appreciation from the reading public, being a genuine collection of traditional
fishing recipes from LuncaJoasa of the Lower Prut appeared within the project of the same name
financed by the Operational Program for Fisheries 2007 - 2013, Action 5 — Improving the capacity
of the human factor to supports the sustainable development of the area, Operation 5.3 -
Activities to promote and raise awareness of local fishery specifics and improve the image of
fishery products. Also, the section's representatives conduct thematic exhibitions such as the one
dedicated to the folk costume in the Dunarea de Jos or the "Moldovan wipe, between symbol and
utility" and "Hemp Road" exhibitions, as part of the "Night of the Museums" event.
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Also in the panoply of events implemented by the Service for Research, Valorisation, and
Preservation of Folk Tradition is the Festival - folk music competition for children and young
performers "Perl of Danube" in collaboration with the School of Arts, the Festival "La Dunare, de
Sanziene", the Festival of Christmas and New Year's Traditions and Customs "Tudor Pamfile",
which has reached its 30™ edition (1), a Fair of Folk Craftsmen with two summer and winter
editions, a camp of trinities in the Garboavele Forest, along with the participation in the
countryside celebrations: "Salcam Festival", organized in the city of Beresti and "Peony Festival",
organized in Roscani commune, in Galati county.

The service also manages the "PetruCaraman" Village Museum and the "Museum of the
fishing area" in Galati County, located in the natural setting of the Garboavele Forest,
approximately 20 km from Galati Municipality.

We make it clear that as part of the "Values of Folk Culture from Galati County" Program,
every year, on June 24, the Service for Research, Valorisation, and Preservation of Folk Tradition
organizes the "The Romanian Blouse Festival at Dunarea de Jos - PovestIE", an event that aims at
reconstructing the life of the traditional village by get-together events, craft demonstrations,
exhibitions of paintings and traditional objects, "TargulMesterilorPopulari" (t.n - Folk Crafts Fair),
folk performances crowned by the contest "The most beautiful Romanian Blouse".”®

Marketing Service, Publishing House, Audio Recording Studio, Sound Recording

The publishing house of "Dunarea de Jos" Cultural Centre was established in 2002,
succeeding quite quickly, thanks to the impressive publishing activity, obtaining the certification
of the National Library of Romania, being included in the list of publishing houses recognized at
the national level.

Returning to the editorial activity mentioned above, it consists of 100 literature titles, art
albums, anthologies, and specialized books, among which we mention the most representative
ones: "An Anthology of Galati Literature" (poetry, prose, essay, humor) ; "Interwar Artists of
Galati", author Corneliu Stoica, "Galati, as | remember" (eight volumes), author Sandel Dumitru;
"Tribute to Mihai Eminescu on the 170" anniversary of his birth"; "Galati - spiritual biography",
author loan Brezeanu; "Almanac of the Dunarea de Jos Magazine; "The Life of Costache Negri";
"Poets at the castle" - contemporary poetry anthology; "Eight attempts to give birth to yourself"
(anthology); "Optimistic Chronicles", author Ghita Nazare; "Feminine Art of Galati", author

7® Ibidem, p. 30
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Corneliu Stoica; "Dialogues V", author Ghita Nazare; "Semicentenary - School of Arts"; "Cahul,
history and tradition"; "Medicinal and yearning plants"; "Testimonies of the Past".

Through the Cartesente project, between 2009 - 2012, contemporary writers from Galati
were promoted in several miniature books made in collaboration with visual artists from Galati.

The periodical of the Dunarea de Jos Cultural Centre, which we talked about at the
beginning of this presentation, is also made by the Publishing House of the Dunarea de Jos
Cultural Centre, stating the activity of the institution and providing a real chance for the debut of
young artists from Galati and also from the Dunarea de Jos Euroregion (Moldova and Ukraine).

At the same time, the publishing house implements the projects:

+ Galati, the city writes, the city reads - highlights major figuresfromGalatifromthe 19th -20th
centuries. More than 50 postcardsdedicatedtopersonalitieswere made: Aristide Serfioti, Jean
Bart, losif Ivanovici, Costache Negri, Hortensia Papadat Bengescu, Constant Tonegaru, loan
Brezeanu, Petru Caraman, Camil Ressu, Nae Leonard, Valentin Gheorghiu, Nina Cassian,
lordan Chimet, Crisan V. Museteanu;

+ Domneasca61Poetry, annual project, on March 21, on the occasion of World PoetryDay. It
enjoys the participation of Romanian and foreign writers who read publicly fragments of the
their own creations or those of other contemporaries

+ Poetry — Port on the Danube, an international literature festival held in 2016 - 2019, with the
presence of approximately 25 foreignwritersfromthe Republic of Moldova, Austria, Croatia,
the Czech Republic, Germany, Finland, the the Netherlands, and Montenegro.

+ The Dunarea de Jos Magazine Awards are annually presented to artists and writers who have
highlighted themselves in the cultural space of Galati, the collaborators of the Dunarea de Jos
Magazine, and the partners of the Dunarea de Jos Cultural Centre.

The Cultural Marketing Office conducts, by its officers, market surveys, identifies potential
collaborators, createstheinstitution'sgraphicandprintedmaterials (posters, banners, invitations)
andprovideslogisticalsupport for all cultural eventsorganizedbytheDunarea de Jos Cultural
Centre.

The Audio Recording and Sound Studio provides sound for all the activities organized by the
Dunarea de Jos Cultural Centre and make prints for students of the Art-School section. It operates
in @a modern audio studio set up in the Cristal block, behindGalatiPrefecture.
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Artschool
"We have the mission to penetrate the into the fiery intimacy of the real thing,
extracting the essential part of its existence."
Vasile Onut (1968 - 1972), the first Principal of the School of Arts

This section is the second "cornerstone" (our ref - along with the service of Research,
Valorisation, and Preservation of Folk Tradition) that contributed to the establishment of the
Dunarea de Jos Cultural Centre, the successor of the old School of Arts established in 1968 in
Galati, aiming at the promotion of art and musical cultural values in this area.

Currently, the school "operates with 16 departments on the following specializations: piano,
singing - light music, singing - folk music, folk dance, guitar, percussion, violin, guitar - bass,
accordion, organ, theory and solfege, graphics, painting, acting, photography, and ballet."

The classes of these specializations last between 2 and 5 years (piano), depending on the
artistic field chosen, ending with an exam, after which the student obtains a graduate diploma
ascertained by the Ministry of Labour, Family and Social Protection and the Ministry of Culture
and National Heritage, having the opportunity to have a position within cultural institutions.

In addition to the vocational pedagogic activity, the teachers of the School of Arts, in the
spirit of permanent education, organize a series of large-scale and impactful festivals among the
enthusiastic public, as follows:

+ ”CeataluiPitigoi” International Pop Music Festival — a landmark event for the
southern part of Moldova, reaching its 17" edition, which enjoys the participation of
approximately 100 participants along with the presence over time of some notable
personalities of Romanian pop music: Florin Ristei, Marius Teicu, Silvia Dumitrescu,
Oana Sarbu, Virgil Popescu, HoriaMoculescu, Cornel Fugaru, NicuPatoi, Mihai
Alexandru.

+ '"Dance fair" National Festival, held every year on April 29, on World Dance Day,
enjoys the participation of students from art schools and dance clubs from all over
the country.

+ Nicolae Mantu National Painting Competition dedicated to the personality of the
plastic artist from Galati bears his name and brings together works of students of
the art schools from all over the country.
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+ The ”Enchanted Piano” National Performance Competition is aimed at young
performers between the ages of 5 - 16, students of art schools and vocational high
schools.

+ The Euro-regional Festival — Contest of vocal and instrumental performance, an
event that aims to promote and preserve Romanian musical folklore and folk
costume from the Danube - Pontic area.

"Doina Covurluiului" Folk Ensemble

It was the first new section of the Dunarea de Jos Cultural Centre in Galati, established in
September 2001, representing one of the projects of the Galati County Council of which it is very
proud.

Having in its composition an orchestra, dancers, and vocal performers, the
"DoinaCovurluiului" Folk Ensemble tries to preserve and promote locally, regionally, nationally,
and internationally the choreographic musical folklore specific to the southern area of Moldova,
through a rich and diverse repertoire of traditional songs and dances.

Throughout the two decades of its existence, the ensemble has distinguished itself as the
flag-bearer folklore group for Lower Moldova and one of the top Romanian representative
ensembles, being rewarded with many awards at national and international folklore festivals,
among which we mention:

+ Second Prize, International Festival of the Danube Countries, Tulcea, 2003;

+ Festival Trophy, "Hora Mare" International Festival, Rezina in the Republic of
Moldova, 2004;

+ Festival Trophy, International Folklore Festival, Izmir - Turkey, 2005;

+ Trophy of the International Folklore Festival "DoinaCovurluiului", 2006;

£+ Trophy of the "lon Macrea" Festival in Sibiu, 2009 and 2010.

Through their tours in different countries: the Republic of Moldova, Ukraine, Slovenia,
Turkey, and France, the DoinaCovurluiului Folk Ensemble stood out through the authentic folklore
represented by traditional Romanian songs and dances.

The repertoire of the ensemble contains authentic songs and dances from the entire
Romanian folklore area: Moldova, Muntenia, Oltenia, Ardeal, Maramures, Oas, Bucovina, and
Dobrogea. The professionalism of the artists is proved by their presence in shows with a wide
audience of national TV stations, TVR, PRO TV, TVRM, Favorit TV, and Ethno TV.
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The value of the ensemble was also noted within the series of concerts held in the
company of famous artists of Romanian musical folklore: Maria Ciobanu, Sofia Vicoveanca,
MioaraVelicu, Margareta Clipa, ElisabetaTurcu, Laura Lavric, Constantin Enceanu, LiviuVasilica, and
Gheorghe Turda.

The most important event organized by the "Doina Covurluiului" Folkloric Ensemble is the
International Folklore Festival which bears its name and which reached this year its 17" edition.
We would like to point out that the previous 15 editions were attended by high-profile artistic
groups from Europe, Asia, Africa, North America, and South America, and the 16" edition did not
take place due to the Covid-19 pandemic!

Also, the ensemble is present at all events organized by the Galati County Council (country
celebrations, Galati Days, Navy Day, Union Day of the Romanian Principalities, Romania's National
Day, etc.).

"ValurileDunarii" (t.n - Danube’s Waves) marching band

Pursuing the valorization of our city's tradition in the field of promenade music, (our ref -
mentioned in the documents since 1832, when the first military marching band is established,
within the 1™ Siret Regiment, which will be led by the famous losiflvanovici, the author of the no
less famous waltz "ValurileDunarii", which also gives the band its name), "ValurileDunarii"
Marching Band was established in 2002. The band is made up of professionals, most of them
coming from the former military music, which had a setback when our country joined NATO when
many military garrisons were disbanded!

The marching band is a necessary and constant presence at all local, national and
international events and anniversaries where, in addition to the official ceremony, it also performs
promenade and entertainment music concerts, addressing a diverse repertoire of national and
universal creations. In this respect, the ValurileDunarii Marching Band participates in ceremonial
activities and anniversaries such as Epiphany, Union Day, Flower Fair, Europe Day, Flag Day,
National Anthem Day, Firemen's Day, Elderly Day, Army Day, National Day of Romania, Day of the
Romanian Revolution Heroes since December 1989.

It is worth noting that, every year, between October and May, as part of the "Clepsydra"
Philanthropic Program, the ValurileDunarii Marching Band performs promenade music programs
at nursing homes.
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But, the most important event organized by the band remains, as in the case of the
"DoinaCovurluiului" Folkloric Ensemble, the "losiflvanovici" International Marching Band Festival,
now in its 16™ edition, a festival that brings together top musical bands, of high artistic quality,
both from our country and from countries in the immediate vicinity: the Republic of Moldova,
Turkey, who, by their artistic performance bring a true proof of respect to the memory of the
famous Romanian composer who gives the name of the festival.

Worth mentioning, are the actions conducted by the "Dunarea de Jos" Cultural Centre in
2019 (our ref - the last "normal" year before the onset of the Covid 19 pandemic), actions that are
briefly presented as follows:

158 events and cultural shows, respectively:

10 regional, national, and international festivals and competitions, including:

FEEFE FEEEEE

"Nicolae Mantu" National Painting Competition,

The "Enchanted Piano" National Performance Competition,

The "Pearl of the Danube" International Folk Music Festival,

"Ceata Lui Pitigoi" International Pop Music Festival for Children,

Festival of Cultural Costumes: "Poetry - Port on the Danube",
"losiflvanovici" International Festival of Marching Bands and
Promenade Music,

"Doina Covurluiului" International Folk Festival,

Mackerel Festival,

Folk Craftsmen'sFair,

"Tudor Pamfile" Festival of Christmas and New Year's Traditions and
Customs (our ref - up to the 30th edition !);

73 shows and concerts of pop, folk, and promenade music;
11 get-together events;
21 editorial appearances of which:

+*
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12 monthly issues of the periodical of the institution — the “Dunarea de
Jos” magazine,

"Habits of Spring" collection,

"Journal on the Danube' - author Gh. Tofan,

the album "Sterica Badalan", author Corneliu Stoica,

"Citizens of Honour, Galati County",

Monograph of lvesti commune,
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4+ '"Journal of Culture", author Gh. Tofan,
+ "Repere Horincene” brochure,
+ "Anthology of Epigrams".
11 ethnographic research campaigns in Galati County and in the "Dunarea de Jos" Euro-
region (Republic of Moldova and Ukraine);
12 ethnographic, painting, and photo art exhibitions;
20 seminars, regional and national colloquiums, and symposia.

Conclusions

By presenting the cultural environment of Galati, we aimed at highlighting the rich local
cultural life through the personalities who have been active in the area, but also by the multitude
of existing institutions that cover any cultural-educational aspect.

The complexity and effervescence of the Galati cultural phenomenon, which takes a
leading place in the national and European cultural circuit, shines through.

It remains the duty of aoo of as to ensure the further development of a harmonious
environment that meets the requirements of contemporary society integrated into the "acquis"
European community, so the heritage of the forefathers is properly respected and valued.
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